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Efiacts of Sablotage on 
Muskie Campaign Told 

Washington 

Political sabotage di-
rected by President Nix-

' on's re-election committee 
"took a toll on. Senator Ed-
'mund S. Muskie's unsuc-
cessful battle to win the 

1972 Democratic presiden-
tial nomination, Muskie's 
campaign manager testi-:' 
fied yesterday. 

Berl I. Bernhard told the 
Senate Watergate Commit-
tee that the Nixon commit-
tee's "unceasing efforts to 
unhorse" the Maine senator  

"took a toll in the form of 
diverting o u r resources, 
changing our schedules, al-
tering our political , a p-
proaches and being thrown 
on the defensive." 

Bernhard testified that 
Muskie's most vital political 
strategy document and polls' 
of two key Democratic pri-
mary states were apparent-
ly stolen from campaign 
headquarters. 

.TRICKS 
Bernhard testified t h a t 

tricks, which ranged from  

the placing of false adver-
tisements to hiring hecklers 
to drown out speeches, ge-
nerated suspicion, r a n c or 
and animosity between the 
staffs of the Democratic 
contenders. 

"Internally," h e said, 
"they resulted in demoraliz-

- ing distrust;  in erroneous ac-
cusations by me of my own 
staff members for what I be-
lieved were their indiscre-
tions and even their treach-
ery." 

Bernhard said all of this 
impeded a coordinated cam-
paign effort and helped to 
undermine Muskie's image 
with the public and with po-
tential large campaign con-
tributors. 

He cited a catalogue of sa-
botage and espionage, much 
of which has been attributed 
to the work of operatives 
hired by political saboteur 
Donald Segretti. 

DERAILED 

The campaign of dirty 
tricks ended only when Nix-
on political operatives decid-
ed that the Muskie cam-
piagn had been derailed, 
Bernhard said. 

Bernhard said that in late 
August, 1971, one of only two 
copies of a vital, 31-page 
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Muskie scheduling document 
disappeared from a cam-
paign official's desk and la-
ter was found lying on the 
campaign's copying ma-
chine, "the staples 'having 
been removed, apparently 
for copying." 

In another major theft, 
Bernhard said, the en tir e 
Muskie N e w Jersey and 
N e w Hampshire primary 
polls were stolen from the 
desk of a Muskie polling ex-
pert. 

"It was a document of 
real value to any opponent 
and it would certainly< have 
been of value to the Commit-
tee to Re-eIect the President 
if they were pursuring a pro-
gram, as they appeared to 
have been, of embarassing 
Senator Muskie." 

Clark MacGregor, former 
chairman of Mr. Nixon's 
committee, is scheduled to 
be today's witness AO 
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