WXPosf

The Washington Merry-Go-Round

0CT 3 0 1973

' THE WASHINGTON POST

Tuesday, Oet. 30, 1973

El5

U.S. Trafficking in Opium —Legally

By Jack Anderson

The federal government, be-

| lieve it or not, is America’s big-
‘t gest opium trafficker. The au-

thorities are quietly planning
to unload hundreds of tons of

i the addictive drug from the se-| | :
-eral government are wise:

a hugeheroin cache in the cus-

cret hiding places beside the

| gold at Fort Knox and else-

where.

Actually, the government
opium peddling is all on the up

and up. Besides being the

source of the killer drug her-
oin, opium is also refined into
the useful pain-killers mor-

' phine and codeine. The U.S. be-

gan building up an opium
stockpile after World War II.

At the beginning of this year, ':

th ; ha
ere Were 634 tons of opium in ‘tween the southern tip of Miami

the stockpile, mostly refined
into opium gum, morphine
sulphate and codeine. Simulta-
neously, a bad opium crop in
India created a codeine and
morphine shortage.

Thus, the U.S. decided that a|
‘1good deal of the federal opium

stash could be sold off for medi-
cal purposes, and Congress is
now considering approval of the
sale to private industry.

Meanwhile, according to clas-

sified information from the Jus-|

tice Department, the opium is
under 24-hour guard at’ Fort

-Knox (its derivatives are worth
more than gold), at West Point
(well away from any curious
cadets) and at a naval supply
depot in New Jersey, among|
other sites.

The precautions by the fed-

tody of the New York police
was recently stolen from under|.

| their noses by big-league drug

traffickers.

Bebe’s Bridge—Charles G.
(Bebe) Rebozo, President Nix-
on’s best friend, is planning to
develop an island near Key Bis-
cayne that has long been a
point of controversy.

The tear-drop-shaped island,
called Fisher’s, is located be-

Beach and Virginia Key, an ad-

junct to Key Biscayne. For

years Rebozo and other Fish-

er’s Island, Inc., stockholders:

have sought construction of a
causeway to provide access to
their property. Each attempt
has been blocked by angry citi-
zens.

We have now learned, how-
ever, that Rebozo and his fel-
low investors have commis-
sioned an architectural firm to

‘draw up plans for an urban
‘community on Fisher’s.

Under the directions given

'Simonds and Simonds, Pitts-
burgh architects who special-
ize in environmental design,
theisland| will have no circulat-
‘ing vehicles other than buses

| and golf carts.

John Simonds of the firm ad-
mitted te us that, at Rebozo’s

.orders, the planning is well un-
der way, and a preliminary ren-.

.dering will be completed by the
:end of the year.

The few people who work on

'the island were surprised when
‘we asked them about develop-

ment of the sandspit, which is

‘largely covered with pine.

Since local authorities have
been reluctant to build the
causeway to the island, the suc-
cess of the venture thus may de-
pend on whether the Nixon ad-
ministration lends the Rebozo

‘group a federal helping hand|
‘with the causeway construc-

tion.

Nixon Bugged—President|
Nixon, the nation’s most fa-|
mous recorder of private con-
versations, was himself secretly
recorded by a California editor
two years ago in an embarrass-
ing conversation.

At the time, Interior Secre-
tary Rogers C. B. Morton had

announced proudly that he per- |
sonally had decided to ban two |

new oil rigs from the pollution-

plagued Santa Barbara chsi-
‘nel. Under federal court deci-
sions, it is the Interior Secre-
itary, and no one else, who can
-decide on such bans.

But at a press reception,
'Santa Barbara News-Press edi-
-tor Paul Veblen began to ques-
'tion Nixon searchingly about
who really ordered the ban on
the rig platforms. Nixon, aston-
ishingly, claimed he, not Mor-
ton, did it. Unknown to the
‘President, Veblen’s -pocket
‘tape recorder was ‘producing
this verbatin record of Nixon’s
admission:

“Oh, we had him (Morton)
make the announcement. But I
‘made the decision. I made the
decision. But he made the an-
‘nouncement. (In a lower voice)
' You know really they take a lot
'of heat. So I told Morton, I told
+him, I said, Rog, you go out
'there and make the announce-
ment. But I, of course, made the
'decision. (Nixon chuckles). But
.give him the credit.”

Morton got the credit, but
now Nixon is getting the head-
faches. The big oil companies
‘are trying to show that the Mor-

fton decree was illegal, in part
because Nixon, not Morton, re-

 ally ordered it. And the tape
-could- become a vital part of

‘their arguments.
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