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R
ussia and the U

. S.q D
entente R

egains 
M

O
S

C
O

W
—

A
lthough the tea leaves 

are n
o
t y

et en
tirely

 settled
, th

e K
rem

- 
lin

's in
n
er reactio

n
 to

 th
e M

id
east cri-

sis of 1973 is another piece of evidence 
that detente w

ith W
ashington has now

 
been enshrined at a pinnacle of S

oviet 
policy from

 w
hich m

ere w
ars betw

een 
a
llie

s o
f th

e
 U

n
ite

d
 S

ta
te

s a
n
d
 th

e
 

S
oviet U

nion shall not be perm
itted to 

dislodge it. 
E

ven the genuine fright in W
ashing-

to
n
 th

at S
o
v
iet tro

o
p
s m

ig
h
t b

e o
n
 th

e 
w

ay
 to

 th
e S

u
ez.C

an
al fro

m
 airfield

s 
in

 H
u
n
g
ary

, w
h
ich

 ap
p
aren

tly
 led

 to
 

th
e
 w

o
rld

w
id

e
 U

.S
, m

ilita
ry

 a
le

rt, 
failed

 to
 h

av
e m

o
re th

an
 m

o
m

en
tary

 
im

pact on the policym
akers here. 

B
efo

re th
at sen

sib
le p

recau
tio

n
 w

as 
tak

en
 o

n
 T

h
u
rsd

ay
, S

o
v
iet o

fficials 
w

ere q
u
ietly

 p
raisin

g
 th

e w
ay

 S
ecre-

tary of S
tate H

enry K
issinger w

as try-
in

g
 to

 d
eal w

ith
 th

e v
o
latile q

u
estio

n
 

o
f Israel's n

ew
 p

o
sitio

n
s to

 th
e w

est 
of the S

uez C
anal not far from

 C
airo. 

A
s •o

n
e •o

f th
ese o

fficials to
ld

 u
s: 

"Y
our m

an M
cC

loskey [chief. S
tate D

e-
p
artm

en
t sp

o
k
esm

an
 R

o
b
ert M

cC
lo

s-
k
ey

] h
as u

sed
 ju

st th
e rig

h
t lan

g
u
ag

e  

to
 d

escrib
e th

e effect o
f all th

is o
n
 

detente." 
M

o
reo

v
er, th

ere h
av

e b
een

 m
an

y
 

signs thate—
contrary to charges by high 

officials in Israel that the M
ideast w

ar 
w

as p
lo

tted
, tim

ed
 an

d
 o

rd
ered

 b
y
 

M
oscow

—
the R

ussians saw
 a new

 out-
b
u
rst o

f w
ar b

etw
een

 Israel an
d
 th

e 
A

rabs as not an unm
ixed blessing, re-

m
em

bering the 1956 and 1967 debacles. 
T

h
eir ex

p
lan

atio
n
 o

f m
assiv

e S
o
v
iet 

assistance to the A
rabs as soon as the 

w
ar started is self-serving, but it raises 

im
p
o
rtan

t q
u
estio

n
s ab

o
u
t p

rem
atu

re 
conclusions in W

ashington. 
"N

o agreem
ent w

e have ever signed 
w

ith you," one influential official told 
u
s, "fo

rces u
s to

 d
ro

p
 o

u
r b

ack
in

g
 o

f 
the A

rabs or affects our long-standing 
relatio

n
s w

ith
 th

ird
 co

u
n
tries." H

ist 
claim

: M
oscow

 w
ould never •sit quietly 

b
y
 w

ith
o
u
t resp

o
n
d
in

g
 •to

 A
rab

 re-
quests for m

ilitary hardw
are. 

H
ow

ever, W
estern experts here give 

testim
o
n
y
 th

at w
h
en

 A
lg

erian
 P

resi-
d
en

t B
o
u
m

ed
ien

n
e tu

rn
ed

 u
p
 at h

is 
ow

n request in 
M

o
sco

w
 on O

ct. 14 in 
the m

iddle of the fighting in the M
id- 

east, he left disappointed follow
ing an 

all-n
ig

h
t sessio

n
 w

ith
 to

p
 K

rem
lin

 
lead

ers. N
o
r w

as th
ere b

o
n
a fid

e "ex
-

hortation," said one long-tim
e W

estern 
ex

p
ert, b

y
 p

arty
 ch

ief L
eo

n
id

 B
rezh

-
n
ev

 fo
r A

lg
eria to

 sen
d
 tro

o
p
s to

 th
e 

M
ideast. 
N

on-U
.S

. W
estern' sources say tw

o 
o
th

er p
ieces o

f ev
id

en
ce are b

ey
o
n
d
 

d
isp

u
te:. th

at M
o
sco

w
 d

id
 n

o
t w

an
t 

Jo
rd

an
 to

 en
ter th

e w
ar ag

ain
st Israel 

an
d
 th

at M
o
sco

w
 h

as n
o
t p

ressu
red

 
oil-rich A

rab states to punish the U
nit-

ed
 S

tates. W
h
y
? It m

ig
h
t b

o
o
m

eran
g
 

into a S
oviet backlash. 

If tru
e, th

is is all th
e m

o
re rem

ark
-

ab
le b

ecau
se th

e R
u
ssian

s h
av

e b
een

 
tak

in
g
 a p

o
litical p

astin
g
 in

 th
e so

-
called third or uncom

m
itted w

orld for 
try

in
g
 to

 b
eco

m
e a Jb

ed
m

ate o
f th

e 
U

nited,  S
tates. O

ne of the chief villains 
in

 th
e n

o
n
-alig

n
ed

 co
n
feren

ce in
 A

l-
giers last m

onth w
as the. S

oviet U
nion. 

R
u
ssian

s in
 p

o
sitio

n
 to

 k
n
o
w

 h
ig

h
-

level opinions in the P
olitburo, m

ore-
over, w

ent out of their w
ay to defend 

the U
nited S

tates against charges that 
W

ashington encouraged the first viola- 

tio
n
s o

f th
e S

u
ez C

an
al cease-fire 

w
h
ich

 w
ere ch

arg
ed

 to
 Israel. P

resi-
dent N

ixon's problem
 of persuading Is-

rael to m
ake "substantial concessions" 

on territory, as prom
ised by K

issinger, 
is fu

lly
 u

n
d
ersto

o
d
 an

d
 ev

en
 sy

m
p
a-

thized w
ith here. 

F
inally, the S

oviet-controlled press, 
nearly every w

ord of w
hich—

or om
is-

sion thereof—
carries som

e political sig-
nificance, has been thunderously silent 
o
n
 b

o
th

 th
e w

ar an
d
 th

e A
m

erican
-

. S
o
v
iet d

ifferen
cei o

n
 h

o
w

 to
 p

o
lice 

the cease-fire. A
s w

e w
rite this, not .a 

W
ord has appeared in the m

ajor parly 
or goV

ernm
ent new

spapers about the 
w

orldw
ide U

.S
. m

ilitary alert. 
W

h
at th

is ad
d
s u

p
 to

 is th
at S

o
v
iet 

co
u
rtsh

ip
 o

f th
e U

n
ited

 S
tates in

 th
e 

fo
rm

 o
f d

eten
te m

ay
 ru

n
 d

eep
er an

d
 

w
arm

er than anyone thought. It m
eans 

n
o
t th

at th
e R

u
ssian

s h
av

e su
d
d
en

ly
 

b
eco

m
e n

ice little b
o
y
s w

h
o
 w

an
t to

 
play w

ith 'U
ncle S

am
, but that at this 

p
o
in

t d
eten

te is p
erceiv

ed
 h

ere as in
 

the highest interest of the S
oviet U

n-
iO

n, a subject needing elaboration in 
a subsequent colum

n. 
1973, Field E

nterprises. 


