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\EW YORK — Executives
of the three major television
networks rejected yesterday
Pregident Nixon’s ¢
thal; they have been viei ]

and; unfair. in coverin;
nmeshc problems.

€(I

m ‘very sony it all :

starfed | Up again. I had i

thotight it had gone away,”

qalel NBC News President
Richard C. Wald. “I honest--
Iy ﬁeel the President is mak-

md -2 mistake — the old mis-

take of blaming the messen-

ger:for the message.”

t,Bs News Preszden' chh-

. And we are con-
vmced that none of the net- :
wot‘k reporting justifids the -
adjeetives ‘the President
us wFrxday nght’

WABC news chief Elmer
Lofer said, We stand on
the/record of ABC News for
fairmess and balance. We
haVe never ' knowingly
*zoadcast anything false 2o

’n his news conference
iu'day night, Nixon' *said

that“in 27 years of publiclife

‘I have never seen such out-

rageous, vicious, distorted
reporting . ..” He specifical-
ly referred to telev1s1cm, and
added:

“ ... When peoplé are |
g jmmrxdc—m‘, night after  mnight

with that kind of framtie,
hysterical reporting, it nat-
urally. shakes ther confld-
_ence.”’

NBC News anchorman
Johm Chancellor said that
the eharcres Nixori made at
his® néws conference. de—
manded proof . b

oz

Dan Rather, the CBS
Whits House correspondent

agreed, and said he wanted. ;

to know the particular in-
stances that Nixon was re-
ferring to. :

In response to a question

fromr - Rather Friday night
about what went through his
mind when he heard rtalk of
impeachment, Nixon said:

. Mr. Rather,

L I

you

‘may remember that when I
- made- the rather difficult de-

cigion of my first term ‘on

| Dec. 18, the hombing of, by
charge |

B-52s of North Vietnam, that
exactly the same words
were used on the networks

.~ I don’t mean by-you, but

they were quoted on the net- |

works
now tyrant, dictator, he's

lost his senses, he should re- |
. sign,

he should be
peached.”

1m-

“T'q like to know on what
network broadeast and by
whom,” Rather said in an
{elephone interview. Of Nix-
on’s charges regarding net-
work reporting, he said, “I

that were used

slmply do not believe thatit

is true.

“l do want to emphasize
that it is not my intention to
get into- a shouting match

~with the President,” Rather

said, “‘“What is franhc and
hysterical depends on your

" point of view.and your own
. condition.™ 5




