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U.S.Failsin Move to Curb Protesters

B§ Paul W. Valentine

Washinglon Post Stall Writer

Concerned with the cur-
rent upsurge in impeach-

Nixon and other demonstra-
tions planued near the
White House, the govern-
ment yesterday unsuccess-
{fully sought to block a re-
cent court order enlarging
the maximum number of
demonstrators permitted in
the area.

A three-judge panel of the
U.S. Court of Appeals re-
fused to stay the effect of &
lower court order issued last
Aug. 28, raising the permissi-
ble limits from 100 to 3500
demonstrators on the side-
walk in front of the White
House and from 500 to 3,000
demonstrators in  adjacent
Lafayette Park.

Acting on an urgent note,
the U.S. Aftorney’s office
here in concurrence with

the Secret Service cited a
haif-dozen assorted protests
and demonstrations sched-
uled near the White House
today and Sunday.

It asked that an Aug. 28

order. issued by District
Judge George L. Hart. be

stayed pending a full appeal
by the government. Failing
at the Court of Appeals
level yesterday, spokesman
said early last night the gov-
ernment was still consider-
ing an emergency ‘appeal to
the Supreme Court, hut “the
crush of other events” made
such a move unlikely.

Two major demonstra- "’
tions are scheduled today:
® A rally and teach-in

sponsored hy the Committee
to Impeach the President,
starting at 11 a.m. at the 11-
lipse followed by a march
around Lafayelie Park and
a possible silent vigil last-

ing until 4 p.m. Organizers
expeel 5.000 participants.

e Daviong
bution and talk sessions on
the White House sidewalk
sponsored by the Washing-

ton Area Impeachment Coa-

lition. Up to 500 persons ex-
pected.

On Sunday
workers for the Divine
Light Mission, the organiza-
tion of the 15-year-old
“perfect master” Guru Ma-
haraj Ji, say some 15,000
persons will attend a “Soul
Rush” concert at the Sylvan
Theatre followed by a night-
time candle lizht
“procession of peace™ of up
to 2.000 followers to Lafay-
elte Park. Rennie Davis, vet-
eran antiwar  leader and
now a Divine Light convert,
will be on hand.

Asked at yesterdsy’s hear-
ing by Appeals Court Judge

leaflet distri- -

afternoon,’

Harold J. Leventhal if any
violence is expected, Assist-
ant U.S. Attorney Gil Zim-
merman said only that some
counter groups may show up
at the impeach-Nixon
events, and there is no way
of determining ‘“‘what kind
of people” the impeach-
Nixon appeal will draw.

The limit on the numbers
of demonstrators at the
White House, set by Interior
Department regulations, has
been fought in the courts
for four years by attorneys
for the American Civil Lib-
erties Union. Judge. Hart’s
order raising the limit last
Aug. 28 followed a full-dress

trial on the constitutionality ;

of the regulations.

Arguments ‘centered on
balancing the security of the
White House with . Pirst
Amendment rights of free
speech and assembly.



