President Says U.S., Soviets .
Agree to Press for Settlement

PRESIDENT, From A1l

tente had held and “we not
only avoided a confronta-
tion but we moved a'great
step forward toward real
peace in the Mideast.”

The precdutionary alert
of ' American forces he or-
dered this week has been
di'.s:continued in part, he
said. The alert with regard
to<the North American Air
Defense Command (NORAD)
anfd the Strategic Air Com-
mand (SAC) has been
ended, the Prseident said.

By taking these two ele-
meénts off alert the Presi-
dent defused the nuclear
part of the «crisis. Other
forces are being maintained
in a state of readiness, the
President said, as are Soviet
forces.

No one can afford the
cqlgtinuing conflict in the
Middle East, the President
said. Both Washington and
Moscow recognize that
while they have conflicting
interests there, they “can-
not allow our differences...
to jeopardize even greater
interests that we have, for
example, in continuing a de-
tente in Eurepe, in continu-
ing the negotiations which
can lead to a limitation of
nuclear arms . . . and in
continuing in other ways
that can contribute to peace
in"the world.” ‘

“Without detente,” he
said, “we might have had
a thajor conflict in the Mid-
dle East. With detente, we
avoided it.”

‘When asked about the
world shortage of oil, the
President said it is “indis-
pensable” that “we gvoid any
further Mideast ecrisis so
that the flow of oil to
Europe, to Japan and to the
United States can continue.”

Referring to the Brezhnev
-note that resulted in the de-
cision to alert American
forees, and which Sen. Henry
M. Jackson (D-Wash) de-
scribed -as ‘“brutal,” the
President said that “it was
very firm and it left very
little to the imagination as
to.what he intended.

And my response was
also very firm and left little
to-'the imagination of how
we would react.”

On many occasions during
the news conference, Mr.

Nixon seemed to relish for- °

eign policy questions, and
he repeatedly referred with
pride to his decisions and
accomplishments in Viet-
nam, Cambodia and the
Middle East.

Particularly, he empha-
sized his relations with the
Soviet leaders. It was be-
cause he and Brezhnev have
had personal contacts, he
maintained, “that notes ex-

changed” with firmness and
frankness ‘result in a set-
tlement rather than a con-
frontation.”

On another occasion, when
a reporter asked how he was
bearing up emotionally un-
der the stress of recent
events, Mr. Nixon claimed
that those who-saw him dur-
ing the Middle East crisis
“thought I bore up rather
well.

“l have a quality which
is—I guess' I must have in-
herited from my Midwest-
ern mother and father —
which is that the tougher
it gets, the cooler I get,” he

boasted.

“It has been my lot

" throughout my political life,

and I suppose because I
have been through so much,
that may be one of the rea-
sons that when I have to
face an international erisis,
I have what it takes.”

When asked whether he
thought his Watergate trou-
ble influenced the Soviet
leaders to test his ability to

respond to the Middle East

crisis, he replied that Brezh-
nev “probably can’t quite
understand- how the Presi-
dent of the United States
wouldn’t be able to handle
the Watergate problems.
“He (Brezhnev) would be
able to handle it, all right,

" if he had them. But I think

what happens is that what
Mr. Brezhnev does under-
stand is the power of the
United States. What he does
know is the President of the
United States.”

Recalling how he was un-

- der “unmerciful assault” at

the time of the bombing in
Cambodia, at the time he or-
dered the mining of Hai-
phong harbor and at other
times of foreign policy eri-
sis, Mr. Nixon said.Brezh-
nev had learned that regard-
less o fthe political pres-
sures he, the President,
“would do what was right.
That is what made Mr.
Brezhnev act as he did.”

" Mr. Nixon spoke of the
heavy losses both sides have
suffered in the Arab-Israeli
fighting, and he said neither
side could afford such blood-
letting again.

But he did not discuss the
differences between Arab
and Israeli aims in the fight-
ing or the fact that Israel
had demanded freedom -of
negotiation between the bel-
ligerents without outside
pressure.

‘The decision to impose a
cease-fire, at. the time Israeli
troops were on the offen-
sive, drew criticism in Tel
Aviv, and some Israelis are
saying that while they won
on the battlefield the Arabs
won the political fight.

The Israelis succeeded in
encircling and trapping 22.-
000 men of the Egyptian
Third Army, a victory the Is:
raelis believed might lead
to the beginning of face-to-

face negotiations for a set-
tlement. d

The President confirmed
that the United States will
send observers to the Middle -
East if requested by U.N.
Secretary General Kurt
Waldheim. :

But the President insisted
that the major powers should
not be part of the U.N. peace-
keeping forces and must not
introduce military -forces in-

to the Middle East.

“We obtained information
which led us to beleive that
the Soviet Union was plann-
ing to send a very substantial
force into the Mideast—a mil-
itary force,” the President
said.

But observer teams are an-
other matter, he said. Other

-‘U.S. officials 8aid earlier that

they assumed the Soviet “rep-
resentatives” sent to Egypt
were unarmed observers in-
tended to become part of a
U.N. observer team.

State Department spokes-
man Robert J. McCloskey said
that the Soviet move came. as .
no- surprise “as a result of
exchanges that went between
Washington and Moscow the
last 24 to 36 hours.”

McCloskey said “we make
the assumption that those are
noncombat personnel that will
be folded into” the truce ob-
server team.

Two hours after the news
conference ended, Mr.
Nixon left by helicopter for
Camp David. He arrived
there at 10:06 p.m., accom-
panied by Mrs. Nixon, Tricia
and Julie and David Eisen-
hower.
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: : By ﬁgn Feil—The Washington Post
A reporter raises his hand to get the President’s attention during press conference at the White House.



