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I The Saga of Dita

Dita Davis Beard, a Washington
lobbyist for ITT, is the alleged author
of a memo which implied that ITT
would contribute $400,000 to the Re-
publican National Convention in re-
turn for settlement of antitrust cases
against the huge conglomerate.

As the Senate Judiciary Commit-
ifee began an investigation of the
memo’s allegations, the key witness,
Dita Beard, disappeared.

She finally turned up seriously ill
with a heart ailment in a Denver hos-
pital. The committee and the FBI
{ried to question her there, but each

tim%e s the interview was cut short -

when‘she became too ill to continue.

Mrs. Beard, who is 54, eventually
left the hospital and moved into a
Denver apartment.

The issue of alleged ITT payoffs
to the Republican party has never
been settled. Last summer, then-
Attorney General Elliot Richardson
announced that the Justice Depart-
ment had handed its ITT investigation
to special Prosecutor Archibald Cox.

Earlier this menth, Mrs. Beard re-
vealed that she had been subpoénaed
to testify before the special Watergate
zrand jury in Washington. She added
that she would try to avoid testifying
because of medical reasons. =
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