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By Tim Findley 

Had the chief of security 
for International Telephone 
and Telegraph Corp. net  died 
suddenly two days after 
Christmas last y e a r, the 
world might never have 
heard of Kenneth LaZzarini 
and how he was hired to spy 
on Dita Beard. 

'...Lazzarini, a long-haired 
and flamboyant Denver Pri-
vate eye. told The Chronicle 
exclusively this week how 
he was hired to keep tabs on 
the hard7drinking Washing-
ton lobbyist who was the al-
leged author of a memo 
implying a $400,000 payoff 
from ITT to the Nixon ad-
ministration. 

"It may even freak Dita 
out, but 'my job was to re-
port who she talked to and 
what she talked about," .Laz-
zarini said. 

"No matter what she 
thinks, ITT never wants to 
see her in Washington again. 
She's out of it now, she's 
through for the company." 

Spokesmen for ITT in New 
' York City confirmed that 

Lazzarini was indeed em-
ployed by the corporation's 
late director of security, 
Richard J. Lavoie. 

Lavoie was found dead of 
an apparent heart attack 
Dec. 27, 1972. The company 
spokesman admitted .t h a t 
Lazzarini worked for ITT as 
an agent in contact with 
Mrs. Beard,, !until March of 
this year when, according to 
ITT, he was paid a final 
lump sum of $7000 in return 
for 4 agreement not to in-
volve: the huge conglOtnerate 
in any litigation.  

what Lazzarini's exact jo 
was. 

"That'S only really known 
to him (Lazzarini) and Dick 
Lavoie. who has since died;'" 
Kiernan told The Chronicle. 

"We've looked through his 
(Lavoie's) files and haven't 
found anything specific on 
Lazzarini, but it seems rea-
sonable that Lavoie would 
have somebody in Denverlo 
see if when she was reported 
sick that she really was and 
that no harm fell to her." 

"It was as though one of 
my own children had just 
suddenly turned a knife in 
the middle of my gut," Mrs. 
Beard told a Denver reporter 
after learning that young 
Lazzarini was an agent of 
ITT;The company still pays 
her over $37,000 a year to 
keep track of "investment 
properties" in Colorado. 

The strange tale of 26-
year-old Denver gumshoe, 
Kenneth Lazzarini begins lit,:  
October, 1972, months after 
the sensational Beard memo 
was published, and only a 
few days before the presi-
dential election. 

Denver is something of an 
amateur sleuth's d r e a m-
world, which at times makes  

it a law enforcement night-
, Mare. Until recently, there 
w a s confusion over just 
what kind Otijicense-was re-
quired to be a private inves-
tigator in Denver, and Sam 
SpadeL types were about as 
Icon n as dandelions. 

Lazzarini, whose own po-
litical philosophy is that he 
had "no politics". was an 
unusual man, to say the 
least. 

He drives a gold-colored 
$14,000 Cadillac "El Classi-
co", wears white Ed-
wardian suits, h a s long 
brown hair and looks more 
like a rock 'n' roll promot-
er than a detective. 

Lazzarini landed in Den-
ver after being discharged 
from the Air Force in 1969. 
By last fall he was a securi-
ty chief for a Denver depart-
ment store and he ran his 
own detective agency on the 
side. 

His fluffy maroon velour 
business cards identified 
him as head of "Office 3, 
Private Investigation." He 
took on anything except di-
vorces. 

Then in late October he 
got a telephone call from ITT 
security chief Lavoie. 

"I don't know why or 
where he got my name," 

• Lazzarini said. "Anyway, he 
just called me for an integ-• 
view, so I assume be talked 
to other private detectives, 

too." 
They. met in a dimly light-

ed bar of Denyer's Brown , 
Palace hotel — Lazzarini in 
his usual flamboyant cos-
tume, Lavoie the archetype 
corporate security chief in a 
brand suit and close-cropped 

. , Lavoie knew of Dita 
',Beard's penchant for know-

ing  what was "ii' and .  
apparently Laizarini fit the 
bill almost perfectly. 

Lazzarini says -Lavoie laid 
out the general details.r.df 
Dita Beard's association 
with ITT and the firm's in-
terest. in leeping an eye on 
whom she talked to and 
what she' was saying. 

"I knew exactly what he 
wanted me to do — he 'Want-
ed me to be a spy or an 
agent for his company," 
Lazzarini said. 

Lazzarini first met Mrs. 
Beard later that same night. 
Lavoie arranged drinks and 
dinner and introduced Laz-
zarith as the son of an old 
Air Force buddy. 

"After we had dinner, La-
voie left us," Lazzarini said. 
"I was supposed to talk .to 
her and then call him later 
and tell him if J.„!d take the 
job." 

LazZarini did so wellin his 
first encounter with her that 
Mrs. Beard even invited him 
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to stop -by sometimeOr din-
_ 

tier with her family. 

Lazzarini called Lavoie to 
say he would take the" job. 

On Nov. 9, 1972, Lazzarini 
saw Lavoie for the last time. 
Lazzarini says Lavoie gave 
him a list of instructions 
written i n longhand. on 
Brown Palace Hotel station-
ery. 

T h e note listed three 
"objectives:" 

"1. Ingratiate yourself on 
a friendly basis so that you 
have access to her hornet lid 
friends. 	 •106 

"2. Do not accept!theeffer 
to assist her on a consultant 
basis as I now have doubts 
whether these expenses,.will 
be approved.". (This Was a 
reference to Mrs. Beard's j. 
job as a locater of invest-
ment properties for ITT.) 

"3. I am interested in both 
her health and her emotions 
— drinking; drugs; associa-
tions with questionable per-
sons: her stated intentions 
for the future, especially re-
turning to Washington D.C.; 
complaints about maltreat-
ment by the New.  York' 
(ITT) hqs." 

For the next four mo 
Lazzarini worked at be 
ing a close friend of Iiita 
Beard. 

"Sometimes we'd go out to 
dinner — always to tlie 
same restaurants," Lazzari-
ni said. "or sometimes we'd 
have dinner in the apart-
ment." 

Often the sessions would 
begin in the evening and go 
on to early morning, Mrs. 
Beard pouring stiff shots for 
herself out of a half gallon 
bottle of Old crow bourbon. 
"She did all the talking 

mostly." Lazzarini 	"I 
did the li,t ,11n alidirted to 
stay sober." 

Itirs.,.,Beard, he says: was 
"a dynarnic person. I mean, 
when she talked. you lis-
tened. I wouldn't call her the 
sweet, motherly type; she's 
loud, boisterous even, and 
she gets her point across." 

Lazzarini had beconie not 
only 'a friend of Mrs. Beard, 
but of her daughter, Limdy, 
and her sons, David and 
Cameron Duncan (BC) 
Beard, and Mrs. Beard ap-
parently felt the young man 
who frequently came over 
around dinner t'mn was a 
good friend for her children. 

Liko Lo.narini. 	Beard's 
fehildren are all in their 20s. 

What Dita Beard didn't 
know was that Lazzarini 
was making detailed reports 
to 'Lavoie about everything 
from the contents of convey-

. satioris' .to the • style of Mrs. 
Beard's visitors, one of 
Whom' Lazzarini described in 

• a .report as "overweight and 
a very poor dresser." 

Lazzarini says he charged 
ITT $200 per visit with the 
Beards — plus expenSes. 

Usually, he said, he was 
paid in cash which arrived 
by , registered mail. After 
Lavoie's death, however, the 
ITT computer apparently got 
hold of Lazzarini's name, 
and one check to him for 
$800 in "professional serv-
ices" is on record. Lazzari-
ni has the stub. 

If he overheard anything 
important to the U.S. Gov-
ernment or to ITT, Lazzarini 
is so far keeping it to him-

' self. 
He makes., it clear that 

items he knows, or heard, 
"that could cause problems" 
for ITT will not be offered 
free of charge. 

But most of what he heard 
was gossip and the wide 

• ranging ramblings of a 
.oman who' for years 'had 

Mingled with people on the 
highest levels of govern-
ment. When 's ti e talked 
about those days, even Laz-
zarini says that at times he 
was shocked. 

"They'd (the Beard- family 
and friends) talk about ar-
ranging anything in those 
days," Lazzarini said. "If a 
guy wanted money, they'd 
get him money. If he wanted 
a girl, they'd get him a girl. 
Tf he was a homosexual, 
they'd fix him up with that". 

To his surprise. Lazzarini 
lo Ind that Mrs. Beard and 
her family still had suffi-
dent contacts with ITT and 
with 'politicians to be an in-
sider to the workings of gov-
ernment. 

"I was awed at their pow 
er," he said. "They knesit 
everything before it hap- 

'I listened 
and tried to 
stay sober' 

pened. about what the, grand -- 	•  

;jury was' talking 'about, 
about what the FBI" was 
doing. everything. 	• 

"I began to think that if 
they said it was going to 
rain Tuesday, it had better 
rain on Tuesday." 

There were times, howev-
er. when even the Beards 
felt uneasy. Lazzarini re-
called them telling him-of a 
strange man in at obvious 
wig who had tried to visit 
Dita while she was in the 
hospital follow* her cele-
brated .heart attack. 

"Lundy a n d Dave felt 
there was good reason to be-
lieve somellody was going to 
do Dita in." he said, - "and 
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