
WXPcst 

Western Europe ~~eep ng but 
O~ Middle East Crisis Moves 

) o a 

By Dan Morgan 
washington Post Stall. Writer 

West ern Europe's by-
stander role in the -20-year-
old Middle East crisis--una-, 
We 	,influence _events" yet 
deeply affected bY then—be' 
came even more,'evident yes-
terday in the unfolding su-
perpower diplornacY, 

AcCording to U.S. sources, 
the American actions in. .re.- 
spouse to possible Soviet 
"unilateral", moves . were 
first conveyed to the Euro- 
peans in Brussels yesterday. 
The implication was that 
there was no advance consu-
lation or warning.. 

The sources said that the 
United States was in touch,  
with members of the North 
Atlantic Treaty Organiza-
tion's standing council some-
time after a U.S. National  
Security Council meeting 
broke up at 3 a.m. in Wash- 
ington, 	 ; 

The military alert ordered 
by the .United States app 
parently did not extend' to, 
the forcet of the West Euro-
pean countries, most of 
which have been trying as 
best they can to •disassociate 
themselves from American., 
support of Israel and, in re-
cent, days, frotn thep.S, mil-
itary resupply of that cotm-
try. 

A West German defense  

minis 	spokesman said in 
Bonn yesterday that West 
Germany and other NATO 
troops did not join U.S. 
forces in their alert. 

Diplomatic and other ob. 
servers took the view yester-
day that the independent 
U.S. action could only 
deepen the tensions between 
the , United States and Eu-
rope flowing from their 
sharply divergent interests 
and policies in the Middle 
East crisis. 

West Germany yeSterday 
offered a fresh example of 
this when it demanded that 
the United States immedi-
ately stop ,reinforcing Israel 
from American military 
bases in Germany. 

The foreign ministry in 
Bonn charged that weapons 
deliveries originating from.  
German- territory violated 
the "strict neutrality" policy 
of the government: 

There have been uncon-
firmed reports of German 

,1 acquiescence in the re-sup-
ply operations for days. Dip-
lonittic sources here said 
this, announcement there: 
fore' appeared to be in-
tended mainly to protect 
Bonn against possible Arab 
retaliation. 

Fear that the Arab coun-
tries (which supply roughly 
80 per cent of Western Eu-
rope'soll) would impose to-
tal embargoes has been the  
primary factor in the neu-
trality of Europeans. 

Of all the NATO coun 
tries, only Portugal offered 
the United States landing 
facilities for its re-supply 
operations. Last week, Sen. 
Harry M. Jackson (D-Wash.) 
announced that Italy, 
France, Spain and Britain 
had all refused to cooperate 
in the re-supply effort. 

Jackson said the  Portu-
guese government, o n e of 
the two dictatorships in 
NATO, gave permission for 
U.S. military aircraft en 
route to Israel from the East 
Coast to refusel in the 
Azores. 

The State Department de-
nied last week that the 
United States had either 
asked for or been refused 
landing rights or military 
overflight permission by the 
governments named by Jack-
son. However, U.S. officials 
said that there had been 
was that some major 'vern-
ments made clear fr, '.the 
start that they win& .tay 
neutral. 

"Nobody could deny 	't 
some Europeans were i. 
tated," one official sour, 
said. He added the 
"individual views" had been  

"He made clear that 
U.S. was going to re-supply.  
Israel in orde,r, to Maintain 
the military blance in the 
Middle East,, and that was 
that," one source said. 

At the game time, the 
United. States was reported 
to be disappointed, that 
Greece and. Turkey, two 
countries which receive mil-
itary assistance, had stayed 
neutral and had refused to 
allow the use of their facili-
ties in t h e air lift. The 
United States maintains its 
own air bases in Greece, In 
Turkey, these bases are run 
jointly with the local gov-
ernment.  

The lifting of the compTlex 
series of restrictions on pro-
duction and export of oil im-
posed by the Arabs in the 
last seven days could reduce 
some of the immediate Eu-
ropean-U.S. strains which 
have emerged in the present 
crisis. 

However, American offi-
cials say that obvious diver-
gence between European 
and U.S. interests in the cri-
sis will affect the atmos-
phere for months. 

The United States and the 
Europeans are now seeking 
to working out declarations 
of common principles about 
the future of NATO. 

According to U.S. offi-
cials, European govern-
ments were angered by a re-
cent proposal in Congress 
by. Senator Jackson and Sen. 
Sam Nunn (D-Ga.). It would 
make U.S. troop levels in 
Europe contingent on Euro-
pean readiness to offset 
fully the balance of pay-
ments drain on the United 
States caused by the station-
ing of U.S. troops abroad. 

More than $1 billion in 
U.S. balance of payments 
costs resulting from troops 
are still not covered by the 
Europeans. 

expressed in NATO foruins 
that "they wouldn't be- in. 
the position thek:are on oil' 
if the ,U.S. had not engaged 
in the re-supply of Israel,'-' 

When'asked if.7rance was`'' 
one of the countries, he. re, 
plied, :-"tertaineraent." 

Since the Start of the cri- 
sis on Oct. 6 there have 
been at least- four major 
meetings of the NATO potlat 
ch]. at which the Middle East 
has-been discussed. 

U.S. sources in Washing; 
ton said that the AmeriCan . 
position at these meetings. 
was "tough." These 'sources 
described' the attitude of 
Secretary of State Henry- A,. 
Kissinger regarding Eu 
rope's oil worries, as unccnn-
promising. 


