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Washingtun "

The main thing is that a
direct: clash. between the. -
policies and military forces - -
of the United. States and-
the Soviet' Union in the

Middle  East  has  been

avoided for the time being. -

But you have  to.- wonder
how long  the -American
people are going to be
dragged along the brink
by a jumpy government
they no longer trust.
This town is seething with
-~ = doubt and sus-
picion.
- Watergate
. scandals, the
- disgrace of
‘of Vice Pres-
-ident Spiro

; Anﬂysis
$ and
! Opinion §

BAA

Agnew,-'the i‘es‘i’gnatiqn of El- = 7
. her father on the telephone

liot Richardson,-the firing of
Archibald Cox and William.
Ruckelshaus, the indictments
of Cabinet officers and White
House aides, and the endless
rumors.- of -financial fiddling
have all taken their toll. -

vHenryKissiil‘lgrér, holding a news":cdnfere.nce yesterday,

fis_haﬁpehihg' to our coun-
‘try,” Kissinger said in his

press conference, “that it

rcould even be suggested that

i

-Teasons.””

The

the United: States would -
.alert its forces for domestic -

Julie Says
Dad Is
Buoyant
::Was]‘lih'gigdn‘r ; -
-~ Julie Nixon HEisenhower

~said  yesterday she. has no.

* doubts at.all that her father
will finish out his second
term of office, neither re-
signing “nor being = im-
peached.. . A
In'a local television inter-
view, she depicted her father
as a ' man who has resilience.
“I think sometimes he really
likes a challenge. It’s kind of
a gauntlet thrown down, you
have got to pick it up.” i
She said she had talked to

Wednesday and “1 didn’t

even realize this Middle

East thing had built up. He

sounded so buoyant and on

top of things. I thinkhe rolls
with the punches.” ;

dismiss the notion.

~ “Speculation “about m o-
tives is always dangerous,”
he - said, “but - one cannot
have crises of authority in a

, P - .-.society for ‘a: period of
.- One reporter asked Kissin-
‘ger .if the Soviets thought the
President was so weakened -
that they could take advan-

months ‘without paying a
price somewhére along the
LRl e T
-The :price at home, howev-

'th_'e’ secretary 'df"f_sitate didn’t.

" mhiélé T é‘maalé“ed everything world-

wide; and this raises some:
interesting questions. After

all we have heard about the .
g 1 o 2 7 line’’  between - the .
White House and the Krem- -

lin, the trustful- personal re-

lations between ‘Kissinger
-and Soviet Ambassador Ana- -
taly Dobrynin and the new .
“partnership for peace” be- -

tween the U.S. and the
USSR, are weto believe that
the only way Mr. Nixon can
.send Leonid Brezhnev the
message is to put American
forces all over the world on
alert? - : »

Kissinger apparently be-

lieves the- answer is yes.

When all the facts can be
made known, he told the re-
porters,  “I’'m absolutely
confident that it will be seen’
that the President had no
other choice asaresponsible
national leader.”

<

‘tration' at home is all the

. Wasg forced .to make unde

‘the present poisonous .atmos:
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It this is the kind of world 2

we’re living in, the crisis of
confidence in the adminis-

fire, he ‘might have avoided:

phere. But now if he hands
over the tapes, people say
he has doctored them, and::
even when he staggers from =
one move' to another, he is.
met with the ‘cynical re-
mark:" “A crisis a day keeps:
impeachment away.” 5

“It is-a symptom of what ..

e 4 s
ey *

Frl, QOct. 26,1973 k%% §fm ?l’aud,g. Gh“uidt 9_

abroad. »IOveréé-as,, 'Mr. Nix-
on still has immense power,
and when he uses it, skillful-

- lyk or otherwise, he can still.
-get results, asthe improving’
Middle East situation dem-

onstrates.

Not so in_' ‘Washington.
.““There has fo be a mini-

~mum of confidence,” Kissin- -
ger said, “that the senior of-

ficials. of the Ameri¢an gov-

.
»
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'disédssed the need for confidence in government ..

éfnm‘ént are - not playing:

with the lives of the Amerj

-‘can people.”"

This is precisely true, and;
the tragedy is that even in’
this latest Middle East crisis

- the President didn’t getthat i

“minimum of confidence,”

‘which is why; even'when his

brinkmanship - works, the~: o
movement for anew*g’ovem-» &

“ment goes on. -

tage. of his weakness, and

er, is higher than the price




