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T
he R

epublicans: W
eary of C

rises 
T

he overpow
ering sense of despair 

and foreboding w
hich filled the H

ouse 
R

epublican cloakroom
 T

uesday m
orn-

ing w
as by no m

eans transform
ed into 

jubilation w
ith P

resident N
ixon's sud-

den surrender of the subpoenaed tape 
recordings at 2 p.m

. 
A

lthough R
epublican congressm

en 
w

ere g
ratefu

l th
at th

e crisis h
ad

 d
i-

m
in

ish
ed

 an
d
 im

m
ed

iate d
an

g
ers o

f 
im

p
each

m
en

t h
ad

 d
isap

p
eared

, th
eir 

resentm
ent tow

ard M
r. N

ixon lingered. 
"S

o
m

e o
f u

s are ju
st g

ettin
g
 tired

 o
f 

h
is crises, o

f h
is in

ab
ility

 'to
 ru

n
 th

e 
g
o
v
ern

m
en

t w
ith

o
u
t an

o
th

er crisis," 
said a senior H

ouse R
epublican. 

T
he bitter m

ood in the H
ouse. cloak-

room
 reflected a nationw

ide bad tem
-

p
er am

o
n
g
 R

ep
u
b
lican

s. T
h
e P

resi-
d
en

t's w
eek

en
d
 sh

o
ck

s p
ro

d
u
ced

 an
 

unexpected and unprecedented hostil-
ity am

ong his ,ow
n party's loyalists, in-

fluencing his decision to retreat on the 
tapes and m

aking his presidency even 
m

ore difficult into the foreseeable fu-
tu

re. 
In sum

, R
ichard M

. N
ixon's prestige 

in his ow
n party is at its nadir. F

or the 
first tim

e, m
any R

epublican loyalists 
are looking at him

 not as a m
aster pol-

itician som
etim

es insensitive to party 
interests but as a basic political incom

-
p
eten

t, w
h
o
se su

rp
rise m

o
v
es d

eriv
e 

fro
m

 irresp
o
n
sib

ility
 m

o
re th

an
 cu

n
- 

ning. C
onsidering the trials still faced 

by M
r. N

ixon before the W
atergate .af-

fair is finally resolved, that judgm
ent 

by his R
epublican peers could prove a 

severe handicap. 
N

o such adverse R
epublican reaction 

w
as ex

p
ected

 at th
e W

h
ite H

o
u
se. 

"S
ure, w

e're in or a fight," said a presi-
dential aide soon• after M

r. N
ixon pre-

cipitated the new
 crisis, ."but it's our 

k
in

d
 o

f fig
h
t." In

 o
th

er w
o
rd

s, th
e 

W
hite H

ouse expected M
r. N

ixon's R
e-

p
u
b
lican

 b
ase to

 m
o
b
ilize fo

r h
im

 
against his enem

ies. 
T

hat this w
ould not happen and that 

the public reaction w
ould differ from

 
all previous N

ixon presidential crises 
w

ere ap
p
aren

t b
y
 M

o
n
d
ay

 m
o
rn

in
g
. 

R
epublican m

em
bers of C

ongress re-
p
o
rted

 th
e p

u
b
lic reactio

n
 w

as o
v
er-

w
h
elm

in
g
ly

 ag
ain

st th
e P

resid
en

t. 
W

hereas reaction to the 1970 C
am

bo-
dian invasion had polarized along par-
tisan

 an
d
 id

eo
lo

g
ical lin

es, ev
en

 R
e-

p
u
b
lican

 stalw
arts w

ere o
u
trag

ed
 b

y
 

M
r. N

ixon's actions this tim
e. 

F
o
r ex

am
p
le, R

ep
. Jo

h
n
 A

sh
b
ro

o
k
 

found stolid R
epublican regulars in his 

conservative central O
hio district w

ere 
p
ro

testin
g
. H

e ev
en

 receiv
ed

 a tele-
gram

 from
 one local party com

m
ittee-

m
an calling for M

r. N
ixon's im

peach-
m

ent. O
ther R

epublican congressm
en 

w
ere am

azed to find the sam
e reaction  

a
n
d
 d

u
ly

 re
p
o
rte

d
 it to

 th
e
 W

h
ite

 
H

ouse. 
T

y
p
ical w

as a m
eetin

g
 sch

ed
u
led

 
T

u
e
sd

a
y
 b

e
tw

e
e
n
 S

e
n
. R

ic
h
a
rd

 
S

chw
eiker of P

ennsylvania and one of 
h
is lead

in
g
 co

n
serv

ativ
e R

ep
u
b
lican

 
backers w

ho had been grow
ing increas-

ingly restive w
ith S

chw
eiker's liberal 

positions. B
ut instead of com

plaining 
about the senator's record as planned, 
the constituent spent the entire m

eet-
ing protesting the P

resident's conduct 
over the w

eekend. 
S

u
ch

 R
ep

u
b
lican

 criticism
 can

 b
e 

p
artly

 traced
 to

 n
arro

w
 p

artisan
 co

n
-

cern
s. L

o
cal p

arty
 lead

ers g
ru

m
b
le 

that M
r. N

ixon thoughtlessly dam
aged 

R
epublican candidates in the off-year 

electio
n
s N

o
v
. 6

. In
 p

articu
lar, so

m
e 

V
irginian R

epublicans fear heightened 
an

ti-N
ix

o
n
 feelin

g
 g

en
erated

 b
y
 th

e 
new

 crisis m
ay prove the death blow

 to 
M

ills G
odw

in in his tight race for gov-
ernor. 

M
oreover, presidential w

illingness to 
sacrifice E

lliot R
ichardson as A

ttorney 
G

eneral and W
illiam

 R
uckelshaus as 

D
ep

u
ty

 A
tto

rn
ey

 G
en

eral in
 o

rd
er to

 
g
et A

rch
ib

ald
 C

o
x
's scalp

 as sp
e-

cial p
ro

secu
to

r w
as n

o
t sh

ared
 in

 th
e 

R
ep

u
b
lican

 h
in

terlan
d
. P

resid
en

tial 
aid

es so
o
n
 d

isco
v
ered

 th
at th

e p
arty

 
faith

fu
l, w

h
ile sh

ed
d
in

g
 n

o
 tears fo

r 

D
em

ocrat C
ox, regarded R

ichardson 
and R

uckelshaus as tw
o ornam

ents of 
th

e ad
m

in
istratio

n
 an

d
 w

ere b
itter 

over their treatm
ent. 

M
o
st d

istu
rb

in
g
 to

 th
ese R

ep
u
b
li-

cans w
as their feeling that M

r. N
ixon 

had blundered badly in putting W
ater-

gate back on the front pages at a tim
e 

w
hen they felt public attention m

ight 
be turning elsew

here. T
hat criticism

, 
indeed, is shared by R

epublican m
em

-
bers of C

ongress. In their opinion, not 
even the rem

oval of M
r. C

ox m
ade the 

new
 crisis w

orth w
hile. 

In the view
 of som

e suspicious D
em

-
o
crats, M

r. N
ix

o
n
 m

ay
 h

av
e p

lan
n
ed

 
all alo

n
g
 to

 cap
itu

late o
n
 th

e tap
es 

issue once M
r. C

ox w
as disposed of. In 

tru
th

, all sig
n
s at th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se 

point to M
r. N

ixon yielding to sponta-
n
eo

u
s b

ip
artisan

 tu
m

u
lt th

at n
eith

er 
h
e n

o
r h

is p
o
litical ad

v
isers an

tici-
pated. 

N
o
r is it clear th

at h
e h

as ach
iev

ed
 

all that m
uch in purging M

r. C
ox. M

r. 
N

ixon's surrender of the tapes has not 
dim

inished congressional pressure for 
a W

atergate prdsecution team
 totally 

in
d
ep

en
d
en

t o
f th

e W
h
ite H

o
u
se. In

 
the battle now

 form
ing one that issue, 

th
e P

resid
en

t m
ay

 g
et p

recio
u
s little 

help from
 resentful R

epublicans. 
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