‘Privilege’
“Claimedion
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By George Laifdner Jr.,
" ..and‘Morton:Mintz
Washihgton Post Staff Writers ',
The " Whie " House - has
claimed executive privilege
to' block former Ag‘t‘ﬂhﬂfﬂfé"'
‘Secretary Cliffof'd - Hardin:
from_testifying about.a 1971
meeting with President Nix-.
on and ‘top White,-‘House
aides on a“controversial in-
_crease ,in mxlk pnce sup-
Dorts 'y b
Hardm ‘has- told Senate
. W,atergate commxttee inves-
tigators, -however, - that .the
White- House Oiﬁeeaf Man- .
agement = and:Budget
: dropped jts opposition to
+ higher, price.:supports short-.
Jy aftér the March. 23 1971s
-meetlng hp B 0
. "Now. vice chan'man of the
_'Ralsto‘n Purina -C - St
- Louls,: Hardin' .said’: he" be-
* lieves: he', had ; “some:, ton--
. tact™ wit!r George“sdrultz
then OMB-‘directoi ‘and: how
; Secretary ‘of *the. Tr
followmg the‘

¥ . supports, i 'whiclr he'did.'on -
March 25,‘19’11._Hrtold The
Washmgton 'Post, yesterday -
-in . a _telephone - interview
that he_ had: no:idea.of- the
- reasons ior' the turnaround
" by Shultz.” I
" “For the: Iife of me ‘ don’t
know,” Hardin safd.". :
Shnltz,ﬁho ‘also, attended«

the - ‘private -meeting thh

MILK, From A1
White House was expecting
$2 million in campaign con-
tributions for Mr. Nixon’s
re-election effort.

‘White House lawyers

“could not_be reached for

/ comment on the reasons_for .
.Invoking executive privilege

«.for. oral testimony about

" ently was claimed in hopes’

the meeting, but it appar-

- of heading off forced pro-

duction of a- tape-recording -
:of the session.

- Im its Oct. 12 ruling order-

granted

_for.  agriculture, .

10 73
L. s’

" teérview that he felt sure the

higher price supports were
d  “under pressure
from the White House.” He
said that he, as the .CEA

member with responsibility
.recom-
mended strongly against ‘the
increase because milk con- .

- sumption was ‘declining and

there was, as he saw .it, con-
sequently no need to stimu- |
late production. L

He said he believed that
Paul McCracken, then chair- -
.man_of the three-member '

ing surrender of Mr. Nixofi's— CE’A—“concurred in his objec-

secret Watergate ‘tapes, the
U.S. Circuit Court of Ap-

_peals here -held .that thé

President’s claims of confi-
dentiality had been effec-

tively waived by the .pub-

lic - testimony of former
White House aides: about
those conversations.

Hardin ‘was" asked about
the meeting with the Presi-
dent about milk" price sup-
ports in.an interview with a
Senate Watergate commit-
tee investigator on Oct. 16.
According to a memo-on the

.interview, a ‘copy of which

was ‘obtained by The Wash-
_ington_ Post, White House

lawyer Douglas Parker who
was present during the _ques-

tioning, asserfed executive

privilege for the discussions.

Also present at the meet-
ing with Mr. Nixon," Shultz
and Hardin were Under Sec-
retary of Agriculture Phil
Campbell and former Whiie
House domestic . -adviser

John D. Ehrhchman, among.

others.
A member of the Council

of Economic Advisers at the
time, Hendrik S. Houthak- -
ker, said in a telephone in-

-an offhand remark, but it |

tions to higher m11k pnce

. supports.

Hardin said that the claim
of privilege for. his recollec-
tions of the meeting with
Mr. Nixon was “purely aca- .
demic,” since he couldn’t re- )
call any of the details any- .|
way. - .

But when asked by a re-
porter whether dairy indus-
try political contributions
had been’ mentioned ‘at the
session, . Hardin - -said:
“Someone may have made

I

wasn’t pertinent.” -

The promise of $2 mllllon
in dairy induastry . contrib--
utions  for Mr Nixon’s re-
electmn—'campalgn was-con--
tained in a Dec. 16, 1970, let-’
ter addressed to Mr. leon
by Patrick J. Hillings, a law--

.yer for the Associated Milk

Producers, Inc., the blggest
co-op involved. -

Hillings, 'a former Repub- *
lican congressman from the
same distriet Mr. Nixon
once represented in Califpr-
nia, mentioned the plans in
askmg the President to im-
plement propnsed 1mport

and: Herb Kalmbach (then- g
the -© President’s: - personal - : V3 :

v lawyer) in settng up appro- Hﬂhngs could “not betw-
alscr*priate chann 3 : 'reach_ed for comment. R

“cally. to” impose” the,réé
*mended quotas “He




