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WASHINGTON — Presi- -

‘dent Nixon’s belated aware-’

ness that he had dangerous- .

ly miscalculated the public
mood over the firing of Spe-

cial Watergate Prosecutor

Archibald Cox :led to his

abrupt ‘reversal in:the tapes.

controversy.

The Presiderlt’s chang-e of

mind, according to White .

House Chief of Staff Alexan-
der Haig, was in response to

a “whole mﬂleu of national
concerns

They were equally 4’f'dis'-
tasteful and indigestible,
from ,all accounts, and not
the least of them were the

“¢lamor  for impeachment .

proceedings to begin in the
House, -the steady outpour-
ing - of public indignation
over the anticipated conse-
. quences of Cox’s dismissal,
and an-apparent awareness

. on Nixon’s part that his ca- .

pacity to continue to govern
was imperiled.

Haig and Prof. Charl es_

Alan Wright, a legal can
tant - to -the - White" House
counsel, conceded in a brief-

ing of newsmen late yestemul

“day that ‘the President:and
his associates had faix o
Vishalize the outconie of the
Cox ouster and to assessthe
reaction to the so-called
“Stennis proposal.”

They apparently believed
that the President’s plan to
provide the Senate Water-
gate cemmittee with a sum-
mary of the controversial
tapes, verified by Sen. John
Stennis (D-Miss.) after he
had listened to “each and
every syllable,” would satis-
fy the courts, the Congress
and the people. ;

But they misread Cox,
who refused to acquiesce in
the Stennis arrangement,
said Haig, recounting the cal~
eulations of the President’s
advisers. The Harvard law
professer, who insisted that
his contract to operate inde-
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pendently be kept took none

of the joptions they. felf:

were. open. to him: acﬂapt—
ing the Stennis plan, resign-

ing, or delaymg any action
until the issue was teslcd in
court.

Instead, Cox called anews

. conference Saturday, to the

consternation of the White
House, and explained why
he found the proposal unac-
ceptable and why he be-
lieved the President had
violated a promise made by
Attorney General Elliott
Richardson that he would
have a free hand.

To the White Ho__usé, this
was. an act of insubordina-
tion. The President ordered

Cox to befired, but Richard-:

son' and Deputy Attorney’
General © William Ruckels-
haus' resigned -rather than
fire Cox — and what Haig
called a ‘firestorm™ ide-
veloped.
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"Md., apparently mtendmg to
send Wright to Federal
Judge John J. Sirica’s court

' The President spent Mon-
ay night at Camp David,

to ‘argue that the Stemnis
plan conformed to the *‘spir-
it” of the appellate court’s.
decision upholding, with,
modifications, Sirica’s judg-
ment that he ought to hear!
the tapes in camera.
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But the situation changed,
according to Haig, when the
President returned to his

Oval Office desk yesterday

morning.

While Haig was not specif-
ic about the circumstances,
which he described as
‘““grave,” they obviously in-
cluded an undiminished
public outcry over the de-
parture of Richardson,
Ruckelshaus and Cox and a
rising demand in the House

_to:start impeachment pro-
ceedings. Friendly newspa-

pers published angry editori-
als in opposition to the Pres-|
ident, and the usual voices
supporting Nixon in Con-

| gress were openly opposing

his move or standing mute.

Haig said that a key factor
in +the President’s switch
was that his compromise
proposal was being misinter-
preted as “contrived substi-
tute,” to conceal the real
contents of the tapes, and as
a .scheme to relieve Cox of
his duties.

Rlcllal dson himself held a
televised mews conference
yesterday, and stood his
ground firmly in support of
Cox, declining to answer di-
rectly whether he thought
the President ought to be
impeached. The Richardson
performance was carefully
monitored in the White
House. p

What prec1sely tipped the
President over is not clear.

Howevel Haig said that
Nixon concluded after
“painful and anguished”

discussion with his advisers,
that he would make this

‘single exception” to his
long-standmg conviction of
the separation of powers and
any: President’s right ta
preserve the conf1clent1ahty
of comversations with his
staff and tirn over the tapes
to Judge Sirica.
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