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How Nixon helped

dai tributors
Associated Press '

WASHINGTON — Shortly after he was promised $2
million in campaign contrbutions from the dairy industry, -
President Nixon impbs:\ed,i"mport quotas on ice cream,
cheese and other dairy-“products. :

The promise was made in
a letter to Nixon on Dec. 16,
1970, which alse requested
action on the quotas.

“We write you both as ad-
vocates and supporters,”
wrote Patrick J. Hillings.
lawger for the Associated
Milk Producers, Inc.

“THIS time is ripe politi-
cally’ and economically to
impose the recommended
quotas. All thatis necessary
is a simple proclamation . . >

1 issued that procla-
mation on Dec. 31, 1970, just
15 days after the letter was
sent. The Associated Press
disclosed the existence of
the letter Monday and later
obtained a copy of it.
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"The White House and Hill-
ings were asked for com-
ment on the matter. Neither
responded. :

Hillings is a former Re-
bublican congressman irom
Nixon’s old distriet in Cali-

forna.  After leaving Con- |

gress he joined the Washing-
ton law firm of Murray Cho- ;
long-time Nixon polit- |
ssociate. He handled
business of the milk or-
ganization for the law firm.
He has since left the firm
and is now in California.

“This letter discusses a
matf; )

Icant political im-
Hillings wrote Nixorn.

Hillings said milk produc- |
ers had “followed our advice |
explicitly and will do so in |
the future. AMPI contributed
$135,000 to Republican candi-..
dates in the.1970 election.”

He then said the ddiry
group was working to set up
channels “‘for AMPI to con-
tribute $2 million for your
re-election.”

PATRICK J. HILLINGS
Won inﬁp%r;f quotass:

In the next paragra

ter of quotas.
the U.S. Tarifr

quotas on Sept,

ph;
. Hillings brought- up the ma A
: He poted that
Commission
had urgeq imposition of the
21, 1970,

nearly three monthg earlier. |
“No Presidential proclama-

tion has heen issued,” he

| noted.

" “The problem is this. The

dations were not implement-
ed very quickly. The longest
the ‘Democrats ever took to
implement a Tariff Commis-
sion dairy recommendation
was 16 days.”

He complained of low fed-

! eral price supports for farm
1 goods, and said, “Farmers
| generally are unhappy with

the economy. You know’our

. farmbelt losses in the elec-

tion.”

The quotas Nixon imposed
limit imports of ice cream,

‘low-fat cheese, certain choc-
‘olate products and certain

animal feeds containing
milk or milk products.

The President’s action on
quotas came less than three
months before a controver-
sial administration decision
to increase the level of fed-
eral price supports on milk.~

Public interest groups are

-suing the administration

over that price boost, con-

- tending that it was a payoff
‘to the dairy industry for
| more than' $400,000 in cam-
. baign contributions that be.
gan to flow ‘intg the Nixon

campaign three days befome
the increase was announced.

dairy industry cannof un é;"f- x
stand why these recommien:
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