Cap1tu1at1on and Critics

In Tapes Dispute

President’s Foes Feel That His Aim

Was to Oust Cox

WASHINGTON,
President Nixon's capitulation
to the courts today strengthen-
ed the suspicions of his critics
and opponents. They were
convinced—or prepared to be
convinced — that

“his purpose in ini-
tially refusing to
give the Water-
gate tapes to Fed-
eral Judge John J. Sirica was
not so much to preserve the
confidentiality of Presidential
communications as to get rid
of Special Prosecutor Archibald
Cox.

Once rid of Professor Cox,
whom he dismissed on Satur-
day, the President agreed to-
day to Judge Sirica’s demand
that he turn over tape record-
ings of nine conversations in
his offices about the break-in
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at Democratic National Com-
mittee headquarters on June 17,
1972, during the Presidential
election campaign.

Previously, the President had
proposed to give the judge only
a summary of the conversa-
tions, verified by Senator John
C. Stennis, a Mississippi Dem-
crat and friend of the Presi-
‘'dent.

Mr. Cox was dismissed osten-
sibly because he refused to ac-
cept this arrangement and
refused to suspend his efforts
to obtain these and other White
House communications through
judicial proceedings.

According to the President’s
opponents, and some of his
supporters as weil, the confron-
tation over the tapes was either
contrived or happened to give
the President and his legal ad-
visers a reason to discharge
Mr. Cox.

“Here was this guy, said

one of the President's friends,
“with 80 lawyers swarming all
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over the Government and try-
ing to nail Richard Nixon. They
were not out to discover-. the
truth, but to prove a case. The
President could not stand for
that.” ‘

Elllot ~L Rlchardson who re-
signed  as Attorney General|

rather than discharge Mr.. Cox:,

as directed by the President,
remarked at a news conference
today that there was “a lot of
feeling” in the Republican
party, in Congress and among
the President’s staff “that there
was a ‘get-the-President’. ele-
ment in this, that the investi:
gative staff itself was_heavily
aligned in a Democratic direc-
tion and that there were hkely
to be results which would tip
blparttsanshlp » ,

.....

crat, 'a Harvard law professor
and a former Solicitor General
in .the . Kennedy and Johnson
Administrations. For “his first
four top appointments as spe-
cial prosecutor he chose- Ken
nedy Democrats. .

By contrast, Mr. Rlchardson
said today that the President
and his staff do not beheve
that there will be any partlsan-
ship on the part of Henry E.;
Petersen, chief of the Criminal
Division of the Department of
Justice and a career civil serv-
ant, who will now _take over
the Watergate prosecution.

Rumor on Funds .

As long ago as-August,'it was
being rumored among Washing-
ton- lawyers—a gossipy “breed
who make it a habit to know
one another’s business — that
Mr. Nixon was uneasy about|
the special prosecutor, who had
been chosen by his own At-
torney  General - with the
President’s approval. -

. Mr. Cox, the- lawyers ob-
served was really digging :into
the Watergate case and its rami-
fications. He -appeared to be
making deals with the lesser
defendants in_the conspiracy—
Robert C. Mardian, Frederick
C. LaRue, Jeb Stuart Magruder,
John W, Dean 3d and others—.
and was presumably . lining

|
them up as wrtnesses agamst

the bigger fish.

It could eas:ly appear to the
President, accérding to the
theonzmg here, that Mr. Cox
was dut to get h:m and his
friends. .

A51de from the Watergate

special prosecutor was looking

into reports that political cam-
paign contributions had been di-
verted - into an investment com-
pany :organized by Mr. Nixon’s
friends with. himself as the
ultimate beneficiary. |

Among the funds mentioned
in:this context was a contribu-
tion of $100;000 -from the bil-
lionaire ' indastrialist Howard
Hughes.: This money was c¢on-
tributed after -the 1968 ' cam-
paign and was allegedly held in
1a safe -deposit ‘box- for three
years- by - Charles - G. Rebozo,
one of the President’s closest
friends, before. being returned
to’ Mr, Hughes:’ —

One of the mysteries in thls
speculative account of events

is why a shrewd businessman
such as Mr. Rebozo would keep

mstead of putting it 'to” work
olitics or the marketp]ace
ecause of Mr. Cox’s looKing
into such~questions, President

become the hostage oOf his
friends, eight or 10 ‘of them:
If they were going to protect

1him from the taint of affairs

in which they had been in-{
1volved, he had to profect them
from Spécial Prosecutor Cox.

Other Data a Factor

Among these friends were
several who had already been
indicted or clearly threatened
with .indictments: John N.
Mitchell, ‘'the former Attorney
General; H. R. Haldeman -and

sistants to the President; Her-
bert W. Kalmbach, his personal
attorney, and Charles W, Col-
son, former special counsel in
the. White House.

Any one of them is in a posi-
tion to damage. the President,

case it -was. rumored that  thei -

Nixon——the theory goes—had

John D. Ehrlichman, former as-|

justly or otherwise, if any -of
these former associates , feel

themselves threatened with im-
prisonment. They are potenti-
ally in a situation not unlike
that of the friends of former
Vice President Spiro T. Agnew,
who, according to his own
testimony, turned on him to
save" themselves. '
Given the possibility of a
broadening inquiry into the
affairs of the President and his
friends, Mr. Nixon had to be
concerned not -only with what
the tape recordings of the
Watergate conversations might
disclose but also with what
might be disclosed by other
recordings and documents. .
Former Attorney General
Richardson - disclosed at his
news confererice today that

qne of the reasons -that the

President had dismissed the
special prosecutor was that
/|Mr. Cox was “insisting on as-
sured access to other tapes
and  memoranda,” beyond
those ongmally subpoenaed in

the Watergate case,
$100,000 idle for three years|-

One.of the arguments made
against - -surrendering - the
Watergate tapes to Judge Sir-
ica was that there were 400
other Federal District judges
who could .demand access to
Presidential communications,
and that would represent an
intolerable intrusion upon ex-
ecutive privilege.

However, that and all other
arguments against surrendering
the Watergate tapes to Judge

|Sirica and allowing him to ex-

cerpt material from them for
the Watergate grand jury were
suddenly - dg dramatically
abandoned by the President’s
lawyer,. Prof. Charles Alan
Wright, in Judge Sirica’s court
this. afternoon. - -

That action suggested that
Mr. Nixon was really not con-
cerned -about what the Water-
gate tapes might disclose. It
left some questions: What is
President Nixon concerned

about? Why would he put the

courts and-the country through
all these contortions only to
surrender tamely at the end?
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