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Bork Silent on Nixon Memo

By William Chapman

Washington Post Staff Writer

Two high-ranking Justice
Department officials de-
clined to say yesterday
whether they will pursue
through the courts the
White House material—
other than the Watergate
tape recordings—which for-
mer special prosecutor Ar-
chibald, Cox had sought.

But acting Attorney Gen-
eral Robert H. Bork and As-
‘sistant Attorney General
Henry E. Petersen again
promised a vigorous, swift
investigation of Watergate
and related cases.

Neither would  say
whether he favors subpoena-
ing the documents and
memoranda that Cox had
felt wvital to the cases.
Shortly before he was dis-
missed last Saturday, Cox
characterized as vital the

. independent

West German Youth |

Killed by Own Bomb
Reuter
SAARBRUECKEN,  West

Germany, Oct. 22—A 17-year-|

old youth blew himself to
pieces - with a 'home-made

bomb when police tried to ar-|

rest him during a bank raid
near here this afternoon.

A polic2 spokesmarn said the
youth,-identified only as Peter
i.D, an. engineering apprentice
from the village of Siershurg,
marched into a village bank at
Dillingen, near here, and told
a teller to hand over all the
money available. As police
stormed into the bank, the
young man “lost his nerve”
and detonated ‘a bomb he was
carrying in a brief, case, the
spokesman said.

B i d

it appears for the immedi-
ate future that most of
Cox’s top people would be
willing to work with Peter-
sen on the investigation.

However, they reported
yesterday they have been
unable to- get clear-cut re-
sponses to their requests for
information on how the
investigations would pro-
ceed. K
In a meeting Monday eve-
ning with Bork and Peter-
sen, two of the top Cox spe-
cial force aides submitted
specific questions. They
asked whether they would
be able to pursue specific
pieces of needed evidence
through the courts.

power to obtain by subpoe-
nas notes and documents
relating to several cases
now under investigation.

Petersen, interviewed in a
Justice Department corri-
der, said he had not been
told anything about the
course of the investigation
except for Bork’s comment
pledging a vigorous one.
Petersen said he wanted to
proceed “with dispatch” on
the cases.

Bork, through a Justice
Department spokesman, de-
clined comment.

Petersen and Bork met
yesterday afternoon with
the senior staff members of
Cox’s prosecuting office to
discuss how the investiga-
tions will proceed. :

It became apparent after-
ward that the Cox staff’s
doubts about an impartial,
prosecution
had not been removed.

“The independence of the
prosecution is still a prob-
lem,” one' of the senior Cox
staff members who attended

- the meeting said last night.

“Everhthing is very uncer-
tain. There’s no promise of
anindependent prosecutor.”

The idea of retaining a

prosecutor holding Cox’s

status did not appeal to Pet-
ersen, the chief of the Jus-
tice Department’s criminal
division. Petersen was the
original prosecutor of the
Watergate  burglary -cases
and was angry when the
case ultimately was placed
in Cox’s hands.

Petersen said that no one
“has come to any firm con-
clusion” about the hiring of
another independent prose-
cutor. But he seemed to
pour cold water on the idea
when he said, “The events
of the last few days have
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Archibald Cox meets press briefly at his former office.

brought that concept into
question.” Asked what he
meant by that, he noted that
Cox had been fired.
Petersen said he would
welcome the services of top-

level attorneys on the Cox
special force, saying, “The
professional people at Cox’s

-office are some of the best

we could have in the federal
service.”

A Cox staff source said

yesterday that Bork and Pe-
tersen “gave no clear signgl”
about whether those items
of evidence would be sought.
He ~said that both Justice
Department officials seemed
vague and uncertain about
the role they would play.

Nevertheless, most ‘were
planning to remain at least
temporarily as Justice De-
partment employees. “There
are a number of people who
think it would be nice just
to take a walk in the
woods,” said one aide. “But
there’s also a chance Wwe can
do an independent investiga-
tion, which is what we came
here to do.”

Bork asked all of the Cox

staff personnel to continue
working, according to John
Hushen, Justice Department
press officer.

Hushen said that Bork had
promised to “prosecute vig-
orously” Watergate and re-
lated cases and asked the
Cox staff to “stay on in or-
der to bring the cases to a
conclusion.”



