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Democrats to Press

Impeachment Study

By Richard L. Lyons and Mary Russell
Washington Post Staff Writers i

House Democratic leaders

said yesterday a planned Ju-
diciary Committee inquiry
into  whether  President
" Nixon should be impeached
will proceed, though his re-
lease of Watergate tapesTe-
moved much of the heat for
immediate action.

There are other charges
that go far beyond the
tapes”  that could be
grounds for impeachment if

proved, said Majority
Leader Thomas P. O’Neill
(D-Mass.).

O’Neill said the’  Presi-
dent’s move “put a damper
on the fire of impeachment.
But in no way has it com-
pletely halted congressional
action.”

Rep. Peter Roding (D-
N.J.), Judiciary Committee
chairman, lad announced at
1oon that he would immedi-
ately set in motion machin-
ery for the inquiry. Rodino
was not available after Mr.
Nixon in  mid-afternoon
agreed to give up the tapes
to a federal judge, but an
aide said Rodino had al-
ready taken this possibility
into account and stood on
his earlier statement.

Reaction of House mem-
bers to Mr. Nixon’s action
was' generally along party
lines. Democrats said there
were plenty of other
grounds to impeach him, but
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IMPEACH From A1
Repubhcanss sa1d release of -

.- the tapes knocked the props-
~fromr.:under the impeach-
- ment.move which has ‘been -

sbuilding since Mr. Nixon or-

~dered - “Watergate * Special’
= “Brosecuter Archibald . Cox .

fired ‘while - Congress was

- out of town ona Veterans'

Day weekend.
"“Rep:’ John Culver (D-

’ "Iblwa),‘ head of the liberal

‘Democratic  Study Group,
said he believed the Rubi-
con of impeachment had
been crossed ‘and that the
impeachment investigation
- will continwe. . ‘
e took the events of last .
weekend to trigger the ac-
tion,” said Culver. “But it
set in meotion certain forces.
and wei aren’t gomg to turn\ ]

There were theqe other .
developments yesterday:

® House Speaker Carl Al-
bert-.of Qklahoma empha-
sized - that he ‘wants * the
House 6 ‘move as ‘speedily
as possible, consistent with

Speaker Al‘bert left and Judlmary Committee chairman Rodino after panel meetmg



- ment fight.
Events occurred yesterday

- discuss

" the need for a thorough in-
... vestigation, on confirmation
of House Minority Leader

Gerald R. Ford .of Michigan.

* to be Vice President. Albert,

who would become Pr951-_

dent if Mr. Nixon were im-

- peached, convicted and re-

‘moved from. office before

. . Ford was confirmed by the .
.. House and Senate, issued a

. statement saying that Ford’s
. nomination should - not be

held .hostage to .any im-
peachment proceeding. - ’
- ® Democrats -in .-
. iHouse. and Senate pressed
- forward with théir proposed
legislation creating an office

both

‘ . of special prosecutor inde-

pendent of the President to

.. continue Cox’s work. Ninety .

.. House ~members - cospon-

- sored such a bill. -

- - @ House Republican Jead-
- ers told the White House

. that Mr.  Nixon must not.
- only release the tapes but -

appoint-  another - special

- prosecutor to search out the .

- Watergate truth, or else lose
~ support of some House Re-
.-publicans in an impeach-

.. in this order as the House,

.~ where under the Constitu-

«. tlon Iimpeachment action
must start, reconvened for
~ the first time since Cox was
cfired:
.Democratic leaders and
- the party’s steering commit-
--tee met.in the morning to
- further plans to
refer - impeachment resolu-
tions to the Judiciary Com-
- mittee for.. consideration.
- Speaker Albert then told a
press conference he consid-
ered the President’s action
“in firing Cox divisive when

- the nation needed unity, and -
said he expected the Judici- -
ary Committee to begin con-

sideration of..impeachment
resolutions “without delay.”
Rodino stood beside Al-

bert and announced that he *

“will immediately initiate
consideration of appropriate
procedures’ for handling”

~ing  for

1mpeachment
and “for the conduct o_f ap-

. propmate;nqulmeq_ e
“Events of .the . past few
days leave us little ehoice at

this time but to move for-
ward with- preparations for
impeachment proceedings,”
said Rodino.

sis that raise§ the most seri-

justice.” =

Rodine ﬂdded that he had

written ' ‘acting Att01 ney
General Robert H. Bork ask-
ing for-
ance” that 'Cox’s filés will be
preserved. Responsibility
for the Watergate investiga-
tion has now reverted to the

Justice Department’s crimi-

nal division.

House Repubhcan leaders
also held 4 morning meeting
and announced only that
they had no objection to the
Democratic plan to refer im-

peachment resoluhons to Ju-.

diciary.

When the House met at’

noon it erupfed in an hour-
long series . of..
speeches, mostly by Demo:

crats calling . for 1mpeach-v:

ment of the President.
Thirty-one members

joined in intreducingresolu- .
impeach-,
ment, while 76 others co-
sponsored resolutlons ‘ask-
7 mvestldatlon'
the .
the..
. P1es1dent should ‘e re-
. moved. ;
“Rep. D'm Kuykendall R-..
Tenn) held up a haugmans

tions .calling . for-

without,*prejudging -
question of Whether‘

: 1esoluhons ’

“The. President
has precipitated a grave cri-

brief

novse and urged the House

“not to ‘become a “legislative

Iyneh mob” as he said it did
more than 100 years ago

““when- it- voted to impeach
. ‘President Andrew

in the struggles of the post-

-~ Civil War years.

Rep. Thomas Ashley (D-

"‘Qhio) said it was his great-
““fgréandfather who introduced
~ous questions about- the in: ''the resolution to impeach
" tagrity of ‘the  government
and the ddmmls’rratmn of”

Johnson, and said that the
‘Senate’ trial

san political reasons.” That

- could not be said of the res-
“immediate ass r_..é-"ol}rtions to
oo i e Nixon, ‘Ashley said, and he

impeach Mr.

introduced one.

The announcement  that
Mr. Nixon had agreed to
give up the tapes to District
Court John J. Siriea brought

a great sigh of relief from
aepunhcans

Said For d, the Vice Presi- »

dent-designate, in Harris-

" burg, Pa., for a fund-raising
“Thls should, under'
“any -and -all circumstances,

dinner:

wipe ‘out any semblance of
justification for any action in
the Housc” on impeachment.

“It pulls the rug right out
from under the impeach-

. ‘ment effort,” said Rep. John
.d. Rhodes (R-Ariz.) who is

expected to succeed Ford as

House . Republican’ leader..

“The only chance they had

,was the President’s refusal

to obey a court order.”
Rep, Edward Boland (D-

~Mass.), who. had shared an

apartment with O’Neill here
for years, broke from the
Democrats’ line, saying, “I

" think-this cripples the im-

Johnson:

failed “as it -
~ should have because it was
--undertaken for purely parti-

Kennedy

peachment move, unless he
has crippled the tapes.”

On the ‘other hand, Rep.
Barber Conable (R-N.Y.),
chairman of the House GOP
research committee, said he
thought the President’s ac- :
tion would “not have much
effect” on the move to start
impeachment proceedings.
“I think it is entirely appro-
priate to have some investi-
gation,” said Conable.’

The Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee meets in closed session
today and is expected to ap-
prove an inquiry into the
weekend’s events.

Senate Democrats insisted
that a new special prosecu-
tor, independent of both
Congress and the executive

-branch, is needed to carry
-on Cox’s work. The Cox fir-

ing and the dismantling of
his office leaves the Presi-
dent as the sole investigator
of accusations against his
own administration, they

said. ‘ ‘

This view was expressed |
by such Democrats as Philip |
A. Hart (Mich.), Edward M.
(Mass.), Birch
Bayh (Ind.), Walter F. Mon-
dale (Minn.), John V. Tun-
ney (Calif,) and Alan Cran-
ston (Calif.).

Democratic Whip Robert
C. Byrd (W.Va.) said he will
vote for creating an inde-
pendent prosecutor because
“I don’t think we can expect
anybody in the Justice De-
partment to conduct a thor-
ough, objective, fearless in-
vestigation.”

Staff writer Spencer Rich
also contributed to this re-
port.
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