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‘To Go'to
The Wall’

House Grdu T
Backed R¢
Of Prosecutor

By Lou Cannon 5
and Carroll Kilpatrick
‘Washington Post Staff Writers

House Republican lead-
ers bluntly warned Presi-
dent Nixon yesterday that
they would not “go to
the wall” with him in
blocking impeachment
Proceedings. unless he
made his Watergate tapes -
available to the courts,
They also urged him to
continue the office of Wa.
tergate special prosecu-
tor. .

Soqn after this message
Wwas carried back to Mr. Nix-
on by counsellor Bryce N.
Harlow, the President re-
versed himself and decided
to turn over the tapes to
U.S. District Court Judge
John J, Sirica. . 3

“Damn all ‘this executive
privilege,” Rep. Jack Ed-
wards of Alabama told Har-
low. “People are saying the
tapes have to he turned
over.” b

White House officials; in
both on-the-record and back-
ground conversations, gave
a variety of feasons for the
President’s change ‘of heart.
Among them was the threat
of impeachment, the
strongly negative reaction
from Republican congress-
men and the public to Mr,
Nixon’s firing of Watergate
Special Prosecutor Archi-
bald Cox, and the press con-
ference yesterday by Elliot
L. Richardson, who resigned

Sl

as Attorney General rather

than dismiss Cox.

“Elliot’s press conference
was pretty tough on the °

President,” said one highly
placed official. . T

At a White House press
conference, Alexander M.
Haig Jr. said that the Presi-
dent’s turn around on the
tapes issue did not stem just -
from impeachment threat,

which _he‘ disqp_unted,; but
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];he Whole milieu of na-
tional concern” that deve]-
oped after the weekend’s.
events, :
The President’s decision
was made yesterday morn-
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ing after«‘‘very painful’ and
agonizing discussions” with
his staff, Haig said. At noon,
the  President instructed
Charles Alan Wright, a Uni-
versity of Texas law profes-
sor who is serving as Special
counsel, to tell Sirica that
the tapes would he turned
over to him,

Haig and Wright acknowl-
edged that they miscalcu-
lated public reaction to the
Friday night announcement
that the President would
make’ the tapes available
through Sen. John Stennis
(D-Miss.). .

Wright said that his own
mood -Friday night after the
President’s decision was an-
nounced was “euphoric.” He
said he checked out' of his
hotel Saturday morning
thinking his White House
work was done.

“We did not think Cox
would’ take the action he
did,” Wright said.

“But the crisis heightened
and the President thought
that the way to put an end
to the crisis was to take the
actionrhe did,” the law pro-
fessor said.

Harlow’s mission at yes-
terday’s morning meeting
with the GOP congressmen
had been to explain the rea-
sons for Mr, Nixon’s action
in firing Cox. But he was
met with a hostile group of -
Republicans,

Rep. John Anderson of II-
linois, leader of the House
Republican Conference, told
Harlow that it was neces-
sary “for the President to
turn;,“over the tapes if he
wanted Republicans to de-
fend him in the House. He
was ‘strongly supported by
Rep. John Rhodes of Ari-
zona and Rep. Leslie Ar-
ends, the GOP Whip.

Minority TLeader Gerald
R. Ford of Michizan, desig-
nated by Mr. Nixon as his
new Vice President, was not
present - at the leadershin
meeting. But when he was
advised of the President’s
decision just before speak-
ing to .the Pennsylvania
Legislature in Harrisburg,
Ford said the action had
avoided “a constitutional
crisis between the courts
and the White House.”

According to congres-



sional  sources, Harlow
promised to carry back the’
message about the tapes
from the Republican leaders
to the President, but did not
give any indication that Mr.
Nixon ~might change his
mind. .

Harlow, accompanied by
White House special counsel
J. Fred Buzhardt, returned
for an afternoon meeting
with the congressmen and
told them of the tapes deci-
sion. He also said that the
President did not intend to
name a special prosecutor.
This was denounced as
“idioey” by Anderson, who
said the result would be
Senate Judiciary Committee
hearings into the dismissal
of Cox and the failure of the
President ever to win Sen-
ate confirmation of a new
Attorney General.

But Rhodes indicated
there 1is less unanimity
among the GOP leaders on
the special prosecutor ques-
tion than on the issue of the
tapes. )

“The investization of the
Watergate situation and any
cover-up should be contin-
ued,” Rhedes said. “But we
don’t need a fourth branch
of government, which is
what the investigation was
becoming under Archie Cox.
I have every confidence in
the ability of (Deputy Attor-
new General) Henry E. Pet-
ers to do the jobh.”

i There have been persist-
ent reports that Petersen
will follow Richardson’s ex-
ample and quit if the White
House interferes with his ef-
forts in the Watergate pros-
ecution.

The official White House
view was that Mr. Nixon
fired Cox as the aftermath
of an effort to reach a genu-
ine compromise on the
Watergate tapes. Haig said
that on the weekend of Oct.
13 the President determined
that he would make “a her-
culean effort fo resolve the
constitutional - crisiss” The
result was the agreement to
permit Stennis to listen to
the tapes and report on
them. ’

~ On the weekend of Oct.
13, the President decided to
seek a comproemise for two
reasons, Haig said:

On the domestic front, the
tapes  issue  “had - pro-
gressively begun to polarize
our body politic” The threat
to impeach the President
raised the possibility that
Mr. Nixon wmight bhe re-
moved with no Vice Presi-
dent in office. That would
mean “a turnover of the
gevernment to  a party
which did not win Novem-
ber’s election.”

If the President tnok the
issue to the Supreme Court
the debate would be intensi-
fied over a substantial pe-

riod of time and “would re--

sult in an even more intense
political line-drawing, more
intense disunity and more
intense doubt and conflict
here at home,” Haig said.

On the international
front, any faroion  leader,
friend or foe, would have ‘o
lake into account the disu-
nitv in America and
calculations as to the “unity,
the permanency, the
strength and the resiliency
of this government.”

The
President acted “for these
two fundamenjc,al reasons
and no others,” Haig siad,

make’

Haig said Stennis was se-
lected to listen to the tapes
for four reasons: “no one
was better able to assess the
national security " aspects”
than Stennis; his “honesty
and integrity” were
unquestioned; he is a former
judge, and ke is a Democrat.

Having obtained Stenmnig’
agreement, Richardson at-
tempted to win the acquies-
ence of Cox, Haig said, and
he spent several days on
that task.

By Thursday, it was ap-
parent that Cox could not
accept the proposal because
of “his strong desire” to pur-
sue additional tapes and pa-
pers “involving private con-
versations of the President,”
Haig said.

That was “not the king of
Cooperative effort we had
hoped for,” Haig said. Nev-
ertheless, Senators Ervin'
and Baker agreed to the
proposal on Friday “and we
set in. train the chain of
events that brought us to
Saturday’s firestorm,” Haig
said.

The President believed he
was making a fundamental
concession in, the national
interest, Haig said. He in-
structed Richardson to in-
form Cox that he would pro-
ceed.

On Friday night, when the
decision was

had three options, Haig ex-
plained. He could accept the
fact that he wag receiving
the information he sought;
he could have determined
that the prohibition on his
seeking - additional docu-
ments was not acceptable
and resign; or he could re-
but and challenge the Presi-
dent.

Whe',n he took the latter
course and defied the Presi-
dent in a {eleviged press
conference Saturday, Haig
said Mr. Nixon had no alter-
native but to dismiss him.

Both Haig and Wright

- said that they had not heard

the tapes. However, they ex-
pressed confidence that the
tapes would support the
President’s explanation of
his lack of knowledge of the
Watergate coverup.

When asked if he had gi-
ven the order to the FBT to
seal off the special prosecu-
tor’s office after he was dis-
missed Saturday night, Haig

Treplied: “Guilty.”

He said he was informed
that members of Cox’s staff
were “leaving with huge
bundles of documents under
their arms” and that he
acted to preserve the files.

Haig acknowledged that
there had been criticism of
Cox at the White House, and
particularly of some mem-
bers of his staff, who were
suspected of “partisanship.”
He said he did not agree
with those who said that
Cox was “out to get the
President.”

Two White House officials
and an official in the Justice
Department pointed to Rich-
ardson’s press conference as
influencing Mr. Nixon’s de-
cision. '

“The President had hoped
that Richardson, the one
great symbol of eredibility
in this® administration.
would come to his defense.”
the source said. “Tnstead,
while Richardson gave a fair
appraisal of the President’s

views, he really came to

Cox’ defense.”

L announced,
“we all assumed” that Cox




