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Nixon 'Trade off --
Cox for the Tapes

" By Cllfton Daniel
New York Times

Washmgton

Presldent Nixon’s capit-
ulation to the courts yes-

terday: strengthened the.

suspicions of those who
felt that his purpose in
initially refusing to give
the Watergate tapes to
federal Judge John J. Si-
rica was not so much to
preserve the confidential-
‘ity of presidential commu-
nications as to get rid of
special prosecutor Archi-
bald Cox.

Once rid of Cox, whom he
dismissed on Saturday, the
President
agreed yes-

¢
¢ Analysis

3 and ica’s demand
4 .o that he turn
: Opinion over tape re-
' cordings of

nine conversations in his off-
ices about the break-in at
Democratic National Com-
mittee headquartels on July
17, 1972.

Previously, the President
had proposed to give the
judge only a summary of the
conversations, verified by
Senator - John C. Stennis
(Dem-Miss.), a frlend of the
President.

Cox was dismissed osten-
sibly because he refused to
accept this. arrangement and

"because he refused to sus-
pend 'his efforts to obtain

. vestment protfolio.

terday to Sir-

A Den[id.l on
Nixon Fuml

Washmgton

The White House denied
yesterday that President
Nixon had a $1 million in-

ABC News reported Mon-
day night that an unidenti-
fied witness from Miami had
alleged to Watergate special
prosecutor Archibald Cox’s
staff that' Mr. Nixon had a

“private investment .fund”
administered  through a
bank owned by the Presi-
dent’s friend, Charles G.
(Bebe) Rebozo. L

“~ Associated Press

these and other White House
communications through ju-
dicial proceedings.

CONTRIVED

According to the Presi-
dent’s opponents, and some
of his supporters as well, the
confrontation over the tapes.
was either contrived or hap-
pened to give the President
and his legal advisers a rea-
son to discharge Cox.

“Here was this guy,” said
one of the President’s
friends, ‘“with 80 lawyers
swarmlng “all over the gov-
ernment, and trying to nail
Richard Nixon. They were

*NYT version is longer.

22 oce

not out to discover the truty,
but to prove a case. The
President could not stand
for that.”

.As long ago as August it
wa$ being rumored among
Washington lawyers that

~ Mr. Nixon was uneasyabout

the special prosecutor.

Cox, the lawyers ob-
served, appeared to be mak-
ing deals with the lesser de-
fendants in the Watergate
conspiracy and was presum-
ably lining them up as wit-

nesses against the blgger,

flsh

»Asade from the Watergate
case, it was rumored that

the special prosecutor was "

looking into reports thatpol-
iti cal campaign contribu-
tions had been diverted into
an investment company or-
ganized by Mr. Nixon’s
friends with himself as ihe
ultimate beneficiary.

Among the funds men-
tioned in this context was a
contribution of $100,000 from
the billionaire industrialist
Howard Hughes. This money
was contributed after the
1968 campalgn and was al-
legedly held in a safe depos-
it box for three years by
Charles C. (Bebe) Rebozo,
-one of the President’s clo-
sest friends, before beingre-
turned to Hughes

" One of the mysteries in

-Athjs ~-speculative - account of

events is why a shrewd busi-
nessman such as Rebozo
would keep $100,000 idle for

three years, instead of put-
ting it to work in politics or
the marketplace

_ friends

Because of Cox’s probing
into such questions, Mr. Nix-
on — the theory goes — had
become the hostage . of his
friends: If they were going
to protect him from the taint
of affairs in which theyhad

" been involved he had to pro-

tect them from special pro-
secutor Cox.

All arguments against sur-
rendering the tapes to Sirica
were abandoned by the -
Président’s lawyer in ~Siri-
ca’s court yesterday. -

That action suggested that
Mr. Nixon really was not
concerned about what the
tapes might disclose. It left
some questions: What is Mr.
Nixon concerned about?
Why would he put the courts

‘and the country through all

these contortions only to sur-
render tamely atthe end?



