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Nixon lawyeér

defends ‘cost’
in Cox ouster

Examiner News Service

WASHINGTON — President Nixon’s constitugonal_la_tw-
yer said today the President paid ‘“‘hideous costs by_fmng
Archibald Cox as special Watergate prosecutor, but insist-
ed the dismissal was necessary.

Charles Alan Wright, who helped prepare a “_Rgspons_e
of the President” tog Federal Judge John J, Sirica this
morning, argued that a proposed compromise on the ‘ZSVT
tergate tapes issue — which Cox refused to -accept — ful-
filled requirements set earlier by Sirica.

Meanwhile, Sirica called in the two federal grand jur-
ies investigating the Watergate scandal and told them:

“You are not dismissed and will not be dismissed ex-
cept by this court.”

“I urge you,” he added, ‘“to be patient vs_fhile tl_le var-
ious immediate problems surrounding this investigatio.
are resolved by this qqurt.” :

In an indication that he expects to act, he expph_asiz_ed
the words “by this court.” And in another such md}canon
he turned down a law professor, not connectec} Wlth the
case, who sought to file a motion calling for appointment
of a special counsel to the grand juries, t_,ryqplacmg- Cox.

Sirica.said he would act without any outside help if he
thought it necessary.

Prior to the court session, Wright was agked about ’ghe
cost to the presidency of abolishing the office of special
prosecutor. ¢ .

“There are hideous costs; anybody has ﬁo realize that,”
Wright said on the NBC-TV Today shew. Bqt there ~Would
have been greater costs in allowing to stay in offlcg an
employe of the executive branch who will npt accept dnre-c-
tion from his superiors.” 4 _ - ’

Sirica, the presiding judge at the trial Iast January of
the original seven Watergate defendants, last month or-
dered. Nixon to hand over tapes of hi's Watergate conversa-
tions to the judge for personal screening.

An appeals court upheld Sirica on Oct. 1«‘2, but urged
the White House and Cox to seek a compromise. :

Cox was fired Saturday after refusing toc accept a-

White House proposal whereby writte_n accounts of the con-
versations'in question.would be provided Cox and the Sen-
ate Watergate committee.

Wright was asked if Nixon had not violated a pledge .
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April 30 to give Attorney General Elliot L. Riéhardson, who

resigned after refusing to carry out the firing of Cox, full .

and absolute authority to make all decisions in the Water- .
gate case. i

- “Yes,. yes, he did,” Wright replied. “But I think one
has ‘to vie%v that in some context . . . At the tifhe that
Attorney General Richardson and Mr. Cox made repre-
sentations fo the Senate, presidential tapes were not an
issue. -

“Neither Mr. Richardson nor Mr. Cox knew there were
such tapes. They were an issue that didn’t surfage until
dJuly 16.” That was the day a former White House aide tol(il
the Watergate committee that secret tapes were made of
all major presidential conversations.

With respect to what the written accounts could con-
tain, Wright — key presidential negotiator in efforts late
last week’ to get a White House-Cox compromise — s_aud
they would include exaet words of conversations involving

Watergate, except for possible deletion of ‘‘pungent’” re-

marks.

Conversations. “involving
other matters not related to
Watergate would be sum-
marized, Wright said.

Nixon had refused in ths
past to provide more than
summaries of all the conver-
sations. Saying that the
tapes issue likely would
have remained undecided
for another four months if
taken to the Supreme Court,

- Wright said:

“We simply could mnot
have four. more months of
worrying about the President
being involved in the consti-
tutional confrontation, ang
he was willing to make a
tremendous concession . . .
in order to put this issue
once and for all behind uys.”

The original Watergate

grand jury is Teceiving testi-
mony about the White House
coverup of the bugging of
Democratic headquarters. It
is due to expire on Dec. 5.

A second grand jury was
impaneled to hear testimony
about allegedly illegal con-
tributions to Nixon’s re-
election campaign and the
break-in of the office of Dan-
iel Ellsberg’s psychiatrist.

Meantime, Acting Attor-
ney General Robert H. Bork
said he would endorse legis-
lation already sent to Con-
gress to extend the life of
the original Watergate
grand jury for six months,
until May 5.

* If Sirica can bring himsel#
to aecept Nixon’s idea on the
tapes, an ‘enormous confron-
tation will have heen avoid-
ed.

But if Sirica cannot agree
to the proposal, a grinding
government crisis seems as-
sured. {

Should it become extreme,
the beleagured judge could

* decide that he hasno choice

but to rule that the Presi-

¢ dent of the United States is

in contempt of court so long
as Nixon refuses to let Sirica
himself listen to the tapes.

Such an earth-shaking rul-
ing might prove unenforcea-
ble from a practical stand-
point, since a judge must de-
pend on officers employed
by Nixon’s executive branch
to enforce any of his orders.

But the ‘spectacle of a de-
fiant “President remaining
stubbornly in contempt of
courf might prove a power-
ful catalyst to the growing
congressional sentiment for

»impeachment.



