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Nixon administration

The 1 1
the verge of proclaim-

is on

U.S. Uproar |

ing dramatic success fqr its
diplomacy in the . Middle .

*East, jwith the unusual pro- -
th

spect

at many Americans .

yinay be too traumatized to -

sbe impressed.

* Althdugh the future of
ithe Arab-Israeli crisis re-
Smains

ppears to be provid-

“ing the first successful test

of the | durability of East-
“West detente. _
% Normally, the Nixon ad-

Fministration could exp'ec-t
:the nation to join in hailing

&

v News Analysis
A A 4
“result |of detente diplomacy.
Insteaf, this prime example
.0f President Nixon’s con-
stant fesire to muffle do-
-mestic|tension with interna-
tional |drama is itself being
droWnec?.’out by national up-
TOar. .
~ The
erted y
the scenes, according to in-
formed |sources, to invoke
the primacy of international
securityirequirements as an
argumex{
devastating rebound that
~did foll'pw its ouster of
Waterga§¢ Special  Prosecu-

tor Aré'h;bald Cox.

White [House press secre-
tary Ronald L. Ziegler only
hinted 1t;’ that campaign be-
hind the scenes when he
said, Ea{turday night, that
Cox set out “to defy instrue-
tions frpm the President. . ..

: "administration ex-

at a time of serious world
crisis . .J.7
For al week before Cox’s :

ouster, ojurces reported, At-

torney |General Elliot L.
Richardson was the subject
of unsuEl! top-level adminis-
tration- attention to impress
upon him the serious magni-
tude-of the Middle East cri-

sis, while Richardson was

considering his own course
of actipn .in the White
House Crisis over Cox,....

If Richardson could Have
been induced to’stand fast, .

ery clouded, the su-.
er accord on a cease- -

t to forestall ‘the-

sthis ou‘rzéome as a glowing

i
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| By M rey Marder ' to have been urged.-by Haig
| "By Murr: ‘
| ' Washingten Post Staff Writer

that also would  have  pre-
cluded the. _'rési}g;hationw of
Deputy Attorney General
William D. Ruckelshaus, for
following Richardson in ref-
using” to fire Cox. White
House strategy would have
“contained” the Cox ouster
as a much less explosive. na-
tional issue. ;

Richardson is said to have
been flooded with reports
about the Middle East, with
information originating
from the President, from
Secretary of State Henry A.
Kissinger, and from White
House chief of staff Alexan-
der M. Haig Jr. |

“They filled him
(Richardson) with Mideast
briefings,” a source said;
“the subject came up every
day.” One-half of the tele-
phone calls from the White
House to Richardson during
the week preceeding the dis-
closure of Cox’s removal
were said to concern the
Middle East. Haig, it was.
said, often called to talk-
with Richardson about the
Middle FEast, and then
shifted to the problem con-

. cerning Cox.
usual efforts behind !

Richardson is said to have
“discussed” the Possibility
of submitting his resigna-
tion . confidentially, and
withholding announcement
of that until the Mideast cri- .
sis was over.,

As events developed, Rich-
ardson concluded- that 'he -
had to make his stand pub-
licly. In his letter of resigna-
tion, he did thank the Presi-
dent for the opportunity to
share in attempts “to make
‘the structure of world. peace
more stable.. . % . )

Briefings  given Richard-
son on the Middle East were
based on his role as an in-
vited participant in National
Security Couneil meetings—

“although the council rarely
- meets' formally—and as g

former Secretary of Defense
and  former Deputy Secre-
tary of State. What was out .
of pattern, sources said, was
the unusual intensity of

-Middle- East briefings for

the Attorney General. ¥

Rugkelshaus, who has
much more. remote official .

responsibility in the field of
foreign affairs, is reported

to give special concern to
the gravity of the interna-
tional situation resulting

‘from the Middle East crisis,

in choosing his own course
of action. He, too, con-
cluded, as his letter of resig-
nation to the President said,
that “my conscience will not

permit me to carry out your -

instruction to discharge Ar-
chibald Cox.”

With the departure from
the Nixon-administration of
Richardson and Ruckels.
haus, insiders pointed out,
only Kissinger is left of
what had been an influen-
tial grouping of men at the
top level, who regarded
themselves as middle-road
Republicans: who shared a
similar outlook on interna-
tional affairs. Former Secre-
tary of Commerce Peter G.
Petersen, who earlier fell
from White House favor,
was a member of this group.

The entire interaction be-
tween the Middle East cri-

- sis, and the Cox-Richardson-

Ruckelshaus departures, is
vet to be disclosed. The crit-
ical exchanges that set in
motion Kissinger’'s secret
trip to Moscow early last
Saturday morning, resulting
in the American-Soviet ac-
cord on the Arab-Israeli
cease-fire, also remain to he
unveiled.

- . What is especially ironic

for the administration is
that< the present domestic
political-constitutional crisis
this time is robbing it of
public acclaim for what may
be a more significant inter-
national accomplishment
than many lesser actions in
the past that were exploited
to muffle criticism of admin-
istration policy.

The WMiddle East crisis
showed th~t the structure of
American-Soviet detente
was inadequate to forestall
a war that endangered the
superpowers’ ties. But the
cross-interests woven in the
name of detente enabled the

~ superpowers to act in paral-

‘seen:

lel to limit damage to de-
tente and, hopefully, to

prove i: can withstand'a war

by client states, altl}ough
the final outcome is. still un-



