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Wll] Defend

Tapes Plan Today

Justice Probe '

Acting Attorney " Qene ral
Robert H. Bork, pledging

0
pursue the Watergate: inyes-
S

tigation vigorously, said ye
terday he will use the ev
dence and staff of the no
leaderless special prosect
tion force once headed
Archibald Cox. |

The staff of the specitl
foree, however, agreed yes-

terday that it will madke
clear its concerns about
working within, not . infe-

pendently of, the Justice Dé
partment.

" Either in court or
staff member said,

' ion that there is a.“built

ing to carry on the Water-:
gate Iinvestigation

tion.

Cox was deposed as spe-:
cial prosecutor Saturday |b
fi

Bork, acting on Presider

not attempt ‘to appear: i‘j: 1
Judge John J, Sirica’s courts '

room today when the judg
resumes the case, |

Bork' read’ a statenien“t
vesterday . saying that |he
plans to adhere “exactly’ 1b
President Nixon’s-directive
to me” on ‘Watergate - and

See JUSTICE All, Col. 1’
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oﬁher cases which ‘Cox’s of
,fivce had developed.

" Bork repeated the instruc-
‘tlons which the President
had made to him regardmg
continued investigations:

“Tt is my expectation that !

lthe Department of Justiee| :

will continue with full vigor
the investigations and’pros -
cutions that had beén en-

trusted to the Watergate'

Special Prosecution Force.’
Bork, who as Solicitgr

General was No. 3 man t»::

the department, took over
as its acting leader Saturday
after Mr. Nixon accepte
the resignations of Attorney
General Elliot L. Richard-
son and Deputy Attorney
General William D. Ruckels
haus.

They quit rather than fql-
‘low Mr. Nixon’s order to-
fire Cox, who had refused {9~
accept the President’s;;pl n
to present a suimmary of t e
White House Waterg

P

‘tape recordings rather thcq

g

i 3 General Henry E. Petersen
1-
V|
)

by .

out], \a;
its ]‘w\ -
vers will express the opuh—.
in:
conflict of interest” in try- -

under,
Justice Department —dirge-,

J
t
Nixon’s instructions. He will¥
N
e

the tapes themselves to the
U.S. District Court here:

' In a written
which he read to reporters
; but declined to explain,
" Bork also announced that he
had put Assistant Attorney

in direct charge of the cases
that Cox’s 81-member office
. has been investigating.

Bork said he met with
Petersen Sunday and told
him about the President’s
directive calling for *full
vigor” in the Justice Depart—
- ment’s continuation of~ the

“Mr. Petersen, of course,
would not, have it any other
way and neither would 1,”
Bork said.

He - added that Petersen s
who heads the department’s
criminal division, “will .use
the evidence and staff al-
ready assembled as well -as

other: department persongel

to 'see’ that.these cases ate °

pressed to a conclusion and
that justice is done.”

Dlstmvulshlng his " role
from the almost hands-off
position Richardson took re-
garding the Cox investiga-
tion, Bork said,
Attorney General, however,
I have ultimate authority
and responsibility in these
matters.”

Petersen, who had been
rumored about to resign,
thus resumes the direction
of the Watergate cases that
he had until six months ago.
In late May Cox took over
the. prosecution of Water-
gate and other cases includ-

| ing those involving the In-
\ ternational Telephone and

Telegraph Corp., the White

House “plumbers and ille-
gal campaign financing.
Later, when Petersen was
called before the Senate
Watergate committee, -he
told the senators, “I resent
the appointment of a special
prosecutor. Damn it, I think
it-is a reflection on me and
the Department of Justice.
“We would have broken

< that case wide open, and we

would have done it in the
most difficwst of circum
stances. And do you know
what happened? That case
was snatched out from un-
der us when we had it 90
per cent complete . . .”

A department spokesman
said after Bork had ,deliv-
ered his statement yester-
day that Petersen must now

) “tend the life of the
statement,; .

“As acting -

f‘ review all the Cox staff files

“toi checlg_t the status of each
InVestlgatlon “He also Has
to make a persohal decision
as to how long he wants to
stay on the case himself,”
the spokesman added.

Bork also announced his .
ot of legislation

.SUD,
‘Richa 5911 amg Cox had
sed to" C‘-ongréss to ex-
special

Watergate grand Jury for at

least six months. The' grand
jury’s term is due to expire -
. Dec. 5. '

Finally, Bork 1nd1cated

that he does not expect to
be nominated by the Presi-
dent to be Attorney Gen-
eral. One source said there
were strong doubts within
the administration that Bork
could win Senate confirma-
tion since he was the one
who finally agreed to fire
Cox.
- Instead, Bork said, he sees
his job as one of keeping
the department “operating
effectively until such time
as the -President nominates
and the Senate confirms a
new Attorney General.”

Bork said he will meet
with senior department staf-
fers today “to ask for their
support and counsel.” He in-
sisted he does not plan per-
sonnel changes. “On the
contrary,” he said, “I will
ask all employees to help
keep the department on
course.”

Richardson will hold an 11
a.m. nationally televised

news conference today in the |
i e . could be maintained there

department’s Great Hall and

is expected to draw a capa-

city crowd of Justice employ-
ees as well 4§ reporters, A
department spokesman said
Ruckelshaus is also planning

a news conference but that -

the time and date are un-
certain.«

Meanwhlle morale in the‘

department seemed low. Se-
veral members of Richard-
son’s personal staff have re-
signed. Assistant Attorney

General J. Stanlev Pot-
tinger, head” of the civil
rights division, was sald to
be consndermg res1gmng but
as of yesterday had made no
decision.

Public Information Direc-
tor John W. Hushen said
Pottinger is “reassessing his
position especially since he
has had a long association
with Richardson, but both
Bork and Richardson have
urged him to stay on.”

Of Richardson’s personal
staff, Special Assistant Rich-
ard G. Darman and Execu-
tive Assistant J.T. Smith re-
signed Saturday night when.
Richardson did. Associate
Deputy Attorney General
Richard E. Mastrangelo was
said to have resigned yester-
day, and Associate Attorney

“that we think there

eJleral Jonathan Moore is
‘expectedifo'resign soon. But
7 both Mobre and Mastran-

gelo will stay on during a
transition period.

Petersen and Bork were
to meet, last night with two
senior lawyers from the spe-
.cial prosecutor’s force:.to
start ironing out details on
continuing the investigation.

The special unit’s staff
met at length yesterday and,
despite considerable = wari-

' ness, agreed tentatively that
it would stay on the job at
least until department offi-
cials have outlined the role
they can play.

There .was considerable
sentiment for resigning in
protest of Cox's dismissal.
“The real problem was to
keep everyone from just go-
ing down in flames,” one
staff member said.

However, they agreed on

" one point — that staff mem-
- bérs will attempt to be
+heard in Sirica’s courtroom
“this morning and, if unsuc-
“cessful, will hold a news
.conference to air their con--

: eerns

“We will state what our

concerns are — specifically
is a
built-in conflict of interest
to -have the Justice Depart-
ment in charge of the *inves-
tigation,” one staff member
said{ He declined to say
what that conflict is.

A source who attended

the meeting said that if the

“integrity
ence”

and independ-
of the investigations

would be no mass resigna-
tion.

But he said that the Presi-
dent’s. agreement to allow
Sirica to have a summary of
the nine Watergate tapes

would not satisfy those sti-
pulations.

“Some people mlght say
that we shouldn’t press the
issue but the feeling among
the staff is that what the
President has already done
is simply not enough,” the
staff member said.

If Mr.. Nixon does adliere
to his'original charge t0 Cox
that no more attempts can
be made to get the tapes
and other presidential docu-
ments“‘then we will resign,”
he added.

James Doyle, press
spokesman for the spécial
prosecution force, said lead-
ers of five task forces were
rev1ew1ng their cases so
they ‘can present to Bork
specuflcally the types of evi-
dence needed to pursue
thelr 1nvest1gatlons

Doyle said the staff would
want assurances on specific
pleces of evidence involved
in W;atergate and other in-
vestigations, 1ot merely gen-
eral promises of a thorough
investigation from Bork.



what he will do, Doyle said,
but expects to stay in Wash-
ington for a while. He might
be willing to accept some
role in the Watergate inves-
tigation if he could be as-
sured it is not “just window-

. i dressing,” Doyle said.

y:ton Post Staff Writers Sus.
- janna McBee, Bill Richards,
William~:Chapman  and
Kenneth Bredemeier.

HENRY E. PETERSEN ROBERT H. BORK
. . . met to discuss continuing Watergate investigation.

The most pressing need is
for authority |[to move rec-
ords and papers in and out
of the office building on K
‘Street NW: where Cox’s of-
fice was located. The build-
ing is still guarded by Fed-
eral Protective  Service
guards, and| U.S. marshals
who refuse td lef anything
but -personal| papers be re-
moved. i
{#'There is rd senior staff
member present now with
authority to|take anything
out, he said, without permis-
sion from a U.S. marshal.

Cox has |not indicated




