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Lawyers for DPresident

Nixon will defend the Presi-

dent’s proposed compromise

of the tapes issue :ip| court

today and contend that the
legal requirements V\'till"' be
satisfied when Sen.
Stennis (D-Miss.) completes
his review. ‘

The President’s

‘Johne

counsel |

sent to the court yesterday a .

written summary of
guments they will make, in

the ar- !

defense of the compromise |

Mr. Nixon proposed 1:*‘1'iday
night. |
There was obvious -con-
cern that Judge John 'J Sir-
ica may not accept the
1posal, but White
aides said Mr. Nixon 15 now
confident he can O\emcome

the renewed threats o£ im-
peachment. They imain-
tained that. once the .con-.

tents of the tapes axe made .

publie
down.
Despite the White

the outery will die

| v
House

optimism. condemnatmn of 1t
the President’s. actipni ech- L

oed widely westerday. Three
major labor  organizations,

leading Democratic gfficials,
a liberal Republican organi-
See PRESIDENT Al
PRESIDENT, Fron At
zatlon and a number fima-
jor newspapers that|ihad
supported his re-electipnias-
sailed Mr. Nixon for [firing
Watergate Special Prpsecu-
tor Archibald Cox. ;
Many of them called on
Congress to impeach %the
President if he does not re-
sign. i
The President met yester-
day with. former Attorney
General Elliot L. Richard-
son, who resigned Saturday
along with Deputy Atforney
General William D. Ruckels-
" haus after refusing to| dis-
miss Cox. {
Richardson” will hold a
news conference |today
“which White House aides be-
Heve:will help clear the air .
and provide some help to
“the beleaguered Presid ent
Rep. Barber Conable (R-
N.Y.), who disclosed Rich-
ardson’s meeting withy the
President, said the White
House had been callin% Re-

l Col. 5

pro- .
1H0use .

l

pubhcan members: of Con-

gfesd and “reassuring them
that there are options open .

to the Presigent.” But Cona- .
ble said Republicans in his °

district were “very upset,
and I'm upset.”

White House officials ack
nowledged that the initial
reaction to the weekend’s
developments was
whelmingly  critical, but
they insisted that yestér-
day’s reaction was milder.

Some aides expressed con-

over-

fidence that once Stennis

listens to the tapes and
makes his report to the Sen-

ate investigating committee

and to the courts the crisis
over impeachment will ‘sub-
side.

" Officials- said that Mr
Nixon has not decided
whether to make a speech in
defense of his actions. He
still has the matter under
consideration as well as the
alternative of making his ar-
guments at a news confer-
ence/ one official said.

“The entire question is
open,” an aide said.

In  mid-afternoon, the
President and Mrs. Nixon
drove to Camp David, Md,,
for the night. A spokesman
said they would return to-
day.

eace move in the Middle

%aid they hoped that the
nast would convince the

critics that Mr. Nixon is pur--

suing the government’s busi-
ness successfully in the for-
eign policy field.

Cabinet officers rallied to
the President’s defense as
did a battery of administra-
tion officials who spoke pri-
vately with members of Con-
gress.

In . Atlanta, James T.
Lynn, Secretary of Housing
and TUrban Development,
called talk of 1mpeac:hment
“frightening.”

“I think even the talk of
1mpeachment is frightening

The President’s defenders

to all of us in the adminis
tration,” Lynn told a news
conference after addressing
a conference of the Ameri- .
can Institute of Planners,
the Associated Press rTe-
ported.

“T would urge the Amerl-

.can people and the Congress

as well to stand back from
the issue arid study care-
fully what is being proposed
before acting,” Lynn said. .

In San Francisco, Caspar
W. Weinberger, Secretary of
Health, Education and Wel-
fare, said Mr. Nixon had
made a “necessary and de-
sirable” compromise on the
tapes issue. :

The President has agreed
to present all the pertinent
tapes “to a dlstmgumhed
member of the other party,”
Weinberger said.

Declaring that the Water-
gate investigation “will con-
tinue” and that there is no
attempt to block the investi-
gation, Weinberger said the
President “has the right to
dismiss a member of the ex--
ecutive branch.”

Weinberger said that the
original. arrangement be-

" tween the Senate and Rich-

ardson’ over Cox was im-
proper. Referring to
-Senate’s  insistence  that
Richardson promise to ap-

point a "special pros_ecuto-_i'l
before it would confirm .
Richardson, WeinbergefJ
said it was like the Senate-

- telling a judge he would not

be confirmed unless . he:
agreed to take certain: -
stands on issues in court, :

the



