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00D ‘EVENING,' my fellow Ameri-

cans! In this hour of grave Constitu-
tional crisis, I want to talk to you tonight
about the steps I have taken to meet that
crisis. The decisions have not been easy.
But it i§ my sworn duty, as your Presi-
dent, to iphold that Constitution.

As you know, I have done everything
humanly] possible to avoid this Constitu-
tional crisis. When former Special Prose-
cutor Archibald Cox sought to subpoena
my private and confidential tape record-
ings, I, like any other citizen, pleaded my
case in ¢ourt.

When !Jud\ge Sirica saw fit to rule
against me, I, like any other citizen, took
my case . When
that court also ruled agamst me, I saW at
once that| la Constitutional crisis was in the
making. ‘

Now w would have been very easy for
me to |comply with the rulings of those
courts. But you did not elect me to take
the easy way out.

To uphold the Constitution, which is my
sworn diity, I therefore determined to risk
contem; tLproceedings and withhold these
tape recordings — which, -by the way,
prove EJ.- totally innocent of any wrong-
doing whatsoever

" Beinj Tmnocent I also ordered Mr. Cox
to stop| lnverstwatmg me. When he stub-
bornly refused, I had no choice but to or-
der the |Attorney General to fire him. And
while I had to keep firing Attorneys Gener-
al until I found one who would fire Mr.
Cox, let me point out to you that my per-
severance in upholding the Constitution
was finally justified.
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NOW THEN, let me turn to the im-
peachment proceedings pending be-
fore the |Congress. First, let me say, that,
rightly [or wrongly, I do not for one mo-
ment question Congress’ right to institute
impeachment proceedings. That right is
guaranteed by the Constitution. And I
have sworn to safeguard that Constituton.
But let me say this about that. As you
know, |impeachment proceedings — no
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matter hotw innocent, I, your President
may be—are a long and drawn out proc-

"ess. They scould last for months or even

years. And during that time, my capacity
to govern las'your President would be se-
verely 1mpl:alred

We face many problems today at home
and abroad. While we have achieved un-
paralleled ‘prosperity, we must still fight
inflation. Whhile we have achieved peace
with honor {in Vietnam, we must still face
difficult amd delicate negotiations to
achieve a ilasting peace in the Middle
East. ; )

So I was forced to ask myself, “Canl,
your Presidient, continue to resolve these
problems aind safeguard the Constitution
with my cagpacity to goverm impaired?” 1, -
think every! decent American would agree,
tonight that! I could not.

Now it would be very easy for me to go
along with ' these impeachment proceed-
ings. But I /had to think first of the good of
every American. Therefore, under the
powers granted me by the Constitution to’
summeon aip emergency session of Con-"
gress, I hawe tonight declared an emer:
gency adjournment of Congress.

And to safeguard our Comstitution, I
have ordered Federal troops to seal off
Capitol Hxll where that Constitution is
kept. ‘ :

i * * % Lt

I REALIZE that some critics will say I
have fired Congress. This is not the.
case. Once Congress demonstates its will- .
ingness to wiork with me in building a bet-
ter America, I am sure it will be able to-
resume its duties. &

At the sanae time, I am announcing my*"
resignation as your President. Of course,:
someone mugt continue to safeguard our
Constitution. - I have therefore delegated
that responsfioility to Crown Prince David. .
Eisenhower, who has pledged to safeguard
it night and day.

Long livey Princess Julie! Long hve
Princess Trigh! Long live Queen Pat!’
Long live mejl R
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