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Partzsans Feel Nixon Acted Sbrewdly
I Despzte Attorney General’s Departure

By 'CLIFTON DANIEL

. Spectal 10 The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Oct. 21—It,
was not the kind of day f\orI
impeaching a President.

The sky was a clear blue,!
with just enough clouds to!
keep the blue from being;
monotonous. The air was clean
and crisp, as it should be in.
"October—football weather.

And almost everybody in

Washington who
might have any

News  information or any
Analysis Opinion “about
President  Nixon

and the Watergate:
case seemed to Dpe” out at
Robert F. Kennedy Stadium,
watching the Washington Red-
skins beat the St. Louis Cardi-
nals.

But at least one man was on
the job: Prof. Charles Alan
Wright, the President’s consti-'
tional lawyer. He was at his:
desk in the White House, draft-“
mg legal documents.

Other members of the thtel
House staff, those closest tol
the Pres1dent were also' on the!
premises, holding - strategy!
meetings. 5 4

The sxtuatlon their strategy
was supposed to deal- with was!
this: |

In all its four years and ezght
months, the Nixon Administra-
tion had never seemed shakier
than it did this morning, when
America woke up and read the
Sunday papers.

In just a few dazzlmg days,
the Vice President had resigned,
the special Watergate prosecu-
tor had been dismissed, the At-
torney General had quit in pro-
test, and the Deputy Attorney,
General had also been dis-
charged

Before that, the Pre51dents
two most trusted advisers had
left. their jobs in the White
House, two former members of
the Cabinet had been indicted,
the President’s counsel had
pleaded guilty to conspiracy to
obstruct justice, and a host of
other greater and lesser offi-

ycials of the President’s Admin-
istration and his 1972 re-elec-
tion campaign had faced crimi-
~\nal charges.

" The Presxdent himself seemed
to be defying the judiciary by
refusing to turn over .o the,
courts tape recordines of con-|
versations in his offices about|
the Watergate case, thus prac-
tically inviting impeachment.

The, constitutional crisis thati
everybody thas tried to avoid
appeared to be at hand.

‘Holes!in a Dike’ .

Some familiar with the White
Housé& ‘under previous adminis-
trations-said: “Nixon'is like a
man desperately trying to plug

“the holes™fi"a dike. Pretty soon
it’s going to break, and he may
be.swept out-to sea with it.

The President’s own pamsam
did not see it that way. They
‘fe he made a shrewd move;
' when'he offered to make avail-! _
‘able to the Federal sttrxct?
Cour‘t a summary of the Water-
gate tapes, ‘arranged for Sena-
tor John C. Stennis, a Demo-
- crat, to verify the accuracy of

- the summary, and dismissed the
Watetgate prosecutor, Archi-
« bald Cox, because he would not
go along with the arrangement.

They had not counted on At-
torney General Elliot L. Rich-
ardson’s. res(;tirtrgng, because he
. had proposed”the tapes compro-
“mise to Mr. Cox in the. first
place. Nor had they expected
he would be followed out the
door by William D. Ruckelshaus,
the Deputy Attorney General.

" White House Confident

The departures of those sym-
bols of rectitude, however, did
not destroy the confidence -of
the :White House in the Presi-
dent’s maneuver. ;

Professor Wright said todayi

he hoped Federal Judge John J..

Sirica would rule that the Sten-
“nis-monitored summary of the
tapes ‘constituted ‘‘adequate
compliance” with the decision
of the United States Court of
Appeals for the District of Co-
lumbia that the tapes must be
surrendered to Judge Sirica for
his examination.

_ Melvin R. Laird, counselor to
the . President, made the same

point - today on the National{

Broadcastmg Company’s tele-
vision: program
Press” ‘when he said he be-
lieved Congress would be satis-
fied with the “product” pro-

duced by the White House and |-

Senator Stennis.

Tapes of nine conversationsi

had been subpoenaed by Mr.

Cox. He intended that relevant|,
portions of them-—chosen by|:
Judge Sirica—would be given|

to the grand jury investigating
responsibility for the break-in

at the Democratic National|

Committee’s. headquarters in

the Watergate office building|,
on-June 17, 1972, and \related ‘

‘matters.

The tapes compromise, which |
Mr. Laird called a “tremendous!;
victory” for Mr. Cox, but ‘which|.
the special prosecutor obvious-

ly did not regard as such, was

“Meet thel.

{his jol

of cours® mot"the only matter
at’ 1ssué§ﬁhetween the Pre51dent
and his critics.

A:Ehere,mere moral, -political
and "’ constltutlonal issues, as
well as the simply legal one.

| The moral issue was drama-|
tized by the two “Messrs.
Clean,” Richardson and Ruc-
kelshaus, who would presum-
ably rather be right than
Attorney General. They sided
with Archibald Cox, who said
last. night; “Whether we shall
continue to be a government of,
laws and not of men is now/
for Congress and ultimately the|
American people [to decide].”

The ~American people have
yet'to be heard from. When they
last- talked to George Gallup’s

pollsters,: only 30 per cent’ of
them expressed approval of the
wayl PreSIdent Nixon was doing;
7 per cent disapproved,

‘|was proposing the

|

and 13 pe%"cent were undecided.

Mr, Nixon’s action yesterday
‘did not,.on the face of it, seem
calculated to improve the Pres-
‘ident’ s, percentage. .

Thosez#members of Congress
who Wwere ‘available—given the
weekend and the weather—also
did not appear, in'the majority,
to be pleased. But, with them,
the gjestion is . whether they
were dlspleased ‘enough to. do
anything..

“Anything” might include im-
peachment, which has been
talked “about more seriously in
the lasti 24 hours than ever
before. According to the Con-
stitution, ‘the President may be
xmpea,ched for “hlgh crimes and
misdeméanors.”

Pragmatic Definition

Legal scholars * disagree - on
what is an impeachable offense,
but Representative Gerald R.

|Ford, »minority * leader of the

House! of “Representatives and
Vlce Pre51dent-des1gnate had a
pragmatic definition when he
‘impeach-
ment of Associate Justice Wil-
liam. O. Douglas of the Supreme
Court in 1970.

He said that “an 1mpeachab1e
offense; is whatever a majority
of the House of Representatives
considers [one] to be at a given
'momernt in history.”

One: wonders whether one

‘coordinate branch of Govern-

ment (Congress) would consider
it an impeachable offense. for:
another ‘coordinate branch (the
executive) to ignore the orders

of a third coordinate branch
i(the judiciary), and whether the

House. would think it an im-
peachable offense for a -Presi-
dent to dismiss a subordinate,
especially - if’ the * subordinate
were investigating: the Presi-
dent himself — and on such a
nice October weekend, ‘

K "The White House ... said Friday night
119 Oct] that the compromise had been
£ orwarded by Richardson and sought to
give it his iwmprimatur."
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