WXPost

|
J
L
|
t

" One seeks a moment ioﬁ

Seded by that of the next,

“of the unprecedented ser

/iss«o sin

repose in which.to reflect on

- the savage events that Ri hard Nixon has wroushi—but
here is none. Instead, each day’s astonishment is super-

so that there is neither ihe

me nor tranquillity required to appraise the meaning

ies of shocks to which the

4sPublic has been treated. Vice President Agnew convicted

«0f a felony and forced |t
-“bargaining deal with Mr.
“‘Well, that was almost two

‘.which Mr. Nixon accuses

zand besides he isn’t Vice
is. Nor, for that matter is
~onist, Elliot Richardson,

“the latest purge has seen

speaking for more than

«;the pushed and pressured c

0 resign as pari of a plea
Nixon's agents at Justice?
weeks ago (the “past” with
us all of being “obseasad”)

President any more—no one

Mr. Agnew’s principal antag-

any longer Attorney General:

to that We expect we are

nstant observers, editorialists
“.and assorted double-domes when we take.

note of
ondition in which people find

themselves and of the genume anxiety that is thus com-

~"pounded about what is going on in the US. government.

How then are we to take a measure of the state to
= Which Mr. Nixon has brought the institutions oven which

~he was elected to presid

.;begin the search for 105{

--Simple indisputable fact—to the homely statistic.

? As is often the case in gz .
“maelstrom of confusing and dramatic events,

one can
perspective by repairing to
Five

years ago, in campaigning for office, Mr. Nixon pledgad,

*as some sort of symbolic

earnest. of his intention to

“maintain a government of laws, that if elected he would
‘glve the nation “a new attorney general” In a particular

:sense he has been better than his word: he has given

' the nation three. One was

indicted, one was forced out

<.of office owing to his close association with principal

““Watergate defendants, and
‘the President’s conduct of
“Mr. Richardson, the last

one resigned in protest over
the Watergate investisation.
of these and a man whose

- -dntegrity is demonstrable, had the “fringe benefit” upon

--leaving office of finding his
“surrounded by FBI agents,
“to prevent the heisting of

Rlchardson was not enti ﬂed The condition of

.‘mgton on Saturday night, |

in a television commentarv

Santlado ”
... From this record of event

-.£0 a couple of obvious cone

tNixon has placed his own
between the organs of gov
“lawful pursuit of the pul

,-Haig is reported to have t
.~ General William Ruckelsha
““fire Archibald Cox—as if t

,.Iander-in-chief has given ye

spemal and overriding relevanco
civilian business in American

Justice Department quarters
there at White House order
any material to which M
Wash-
as George F. Will remarked

sounded .like “downtown

s it is not difficult to proceed
usions. One is that Richarg
personal will and interest
erment’ and the orderly and
lic’s business. (“Your com-
u an order,” Gen. Alexander

1s in.seeking to get him to
he milfitary command had a
to the conduct of

life.) A second conclusion

ris that Mr. Nixon has so disruptcd the processes of stable
‘ government as to render wholly incredible government’s

3 ‘word on any given subject.

\This is not merely a matter

of 1a151ng public doubt abqut the veracity of this or that

bld former Deputy Attorney

0CT 2 2 173

public disillu-
of men who

{ ave 2roatically break-
'wv' ‘iaihoz‘, i goes to the heart of people’s

rs 1o whom they have entrusted

am’ to their perception of its fairness

and ’ms worthiness of its claim to be res spected and
one' .

eh power

of Justice again
exactly is to come
s of LH@ special prosscuy-
tor a: isdiction? HOW seri
was tho fe ﬂm’””i in autherizing
at all? When ghould a citizen take at face
ernment’s announced intentions? A‘re G
tions, like domestic pr ograms and firmiy
on any number of obher matters, to he
summarily revoked, diseredited in a n
nigue?
Through the 10112 and anguis
American military msengagunﬁ ron
again assured wus that

of caasﬂ iy

¥ 1113 G
1al pr 11
stated policies

Nixon again and
consideration the of our
a1 En OE""

that we

y Sout!

Wm d wags

L1

l: f"’m bc« in at the w
01 is the f*mer can vmbhc uot at lzast equa
to be able io bnhm*e in the good fa
ge’mmnpm
Richard
on a “‘@fi{
of law and
behalf that |
the face of the
19605 because, as
LJ{ ] thﬂ

?’5 edge?
Iy entitied
h of what s elected

in 1988
7ernment
edly . in his
office in
d .the laie
govern.”
ood deal

"org,.

r:as made a
ommv xai im <""}an1b1@

unpr

{C{D" C(, U‘

lite so0 much Glce about thege.
1
1

at we are seeine in

dence of
public at
mining his canac

he, may
those of a

pating Al
meaning oi

N

€
=

47 a ToTr
e word.



