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In forcing through' his
own “compromise solution”
to the Watergate tapes con-
troversy at the cost of fresh
turmoil in his troubled ad-
ministration, President
Nixon-has risked his:dwin-
dling political capital on
what may prove to be a last
roll of the dice.

Conservative White House
advisers, who applauded the
showdown move, predicted
vesterday that .he will
achieve -a »political vindica-
tion’comparable to.the one
‘that Harry S. Truman- even-

' tuaHy won for his firing ‘of
Gen,, ‘DouglasMagArthur.

But’other Republicans in-
side and outside the admin-

istration said the  dis$missal
of -Watergate Special Prose-
cutor Archibald Cox and the
_subsequent resignations of
the top two Justice Depart-
ment officials, Elliot L.
Richardson and William D.

News Analysis

Ruckelshaus, would split the
GOP leadership into war-
ring factions and leave the
President - more vulnerable
to impeachment or other po-
litical retribution
~Whether a - serious ' im-
‘ ueachment effort ‘would .be-
gin when the House of Rep-
reséntatives returns Tues-
day was in.doubt, last’ night.
Democratic ~ leaders ex-
pressed general 1nd1gnat1on

at:. Saturdays dr,amatlc de-
velopments, butno immedi-
ate consensus emerged on
what the congressional ma-
jority would do. 4

Some Democratic ofﬁ-
cials, mindful of the reluc-
tance of such men as
Speaker Carl Albert to. take
responsibility for resolving
the national leadership ecri-
sis, predicted the situation
could become as abrasive in-
side ; their party: as -it is
within the GOP. i

The one solid fact in the
political situation is that Mr.
Nixon brought the- long-fes-

termg tapes controversy to !

is own popular support is
s head “at a moment when °
as weak as it has ever:been.

See POLITICS Al2, Col. 1

POLITICS From Al

day reports only 30'per cent
:approval for the President
during the Oct. 6-8 period,
‘down 8 points from his brief
August {revival” and a new
record 1ow for him.

Smcez;that poll was taken,
Spiro Agnew, the man Mr.
Nixon twice chose as Vice
President and helped make

followmg, has 1esrgned after
\pleading no contest to a
charge of income tax eva-
sion.#

House Minority . .Leader

ments, X hlS

rattled polit1c1ans in both
parties—but particularly the
Republicans. “I just can’t
believe what’s going on in
| that zoo,” " Wyoming Republi-
can Chalrman Jack -Speight
told the Associated Press.

for the ﬁext adventure.’ ”
anesota Republican na-
tional ‘committeeman Rudy
Boschwitz said, “I really
don’t know what to make of
it. you've heard of that play,
Stop the World, I Want to
Get Off.’ That’s how I feel
right now,” :

Early mdlcatmns pointed

to the likelihood of a split
hetween the GOP’s prog-
Tessive and conservative
tvmgs Presidential assistant

Patrick J. ‘Buchanan, a con-
point’ and spokesman :

tact
Within the White House for
many conservatives . in the
GOP, said | yesterday that “a
lot of conservatives are call-

ing in to- say Cox should.

never have, been appointed
m the first place, S0 1t’
crood riddance”

\ Neither Richardson mnor
Ruckelshaus was particu-
lelly trusted or admired by

GOP conservatlves 80 their:

departure will  not - be
Ipourned in that wing: of the
party, either.

On the! other hand, inany

A Gallup Poll released to-

a hero to his. conservatlve :

Gerald R. Ford ®R-Mich.),
Mr. Nixon’s choice to re-.
place Agnew, is left in limbo
by this weekendfs‘»ﬂevelop-'
confirmation -
e a long delay in’

sxon of shocks .

“It’s likes ‘tune iy tomorrow 5

"ment. T had welcomed the

appointment of . .. Cox ...
Richardson” and ., : Ruckel-
shaus. They are men with a
high sense of public service .
and I regret their depérture.

““Clearly we face a constitu-

¢ “the product” of the Presi-;
| dent’s proposed agreement. |
—a transcript of relevant

¢
{
I

- orders during the Kofean .

pmmment progressive Re-

publlcans rallied immedi-
ately to the side of the re-
\VS‘I"‘Iled officials and voiced
‘at least muted cr1t1c1sm of
the President.

"Typical of them was Gov..
V 'ill 'G. Milliken, ‘of Mich-
1gan who said, “I' deplore

vhat happened It is a set- '/

backin | efforts “fo .restore

Ipublicy conﬁdence in govern-

'Rockefeller of » New York

.from the liberals, but now
a.you’ll see thlngs start . to |”

tional crisis,” Milliken said, -
“a question. of whether the
rule of law will be applied
to all in the land.” N
While the early symptoms
of a serious Republican split
were visible- yesterday, eon-
clusive proof was lackmg, :
for many major: GOP: offi- .
cials {were either 'unavaila-

‘ble for comment or dehber-

ately withholding then;Judg

‘ments until the plcture clar- ‘{

ified. |
: Among the major aﬁd dn-+

‘fluential Republican f1gures :
from:'whom ' nothing | |
-been heard yesterday ;

had |
=l
ning were Gov.  Nelson: A.

-

and Sens. Barry Goldwater
of Arizona and Charles H.
Percy of Illionis.

The prevailing White
House view was: that time is
on the side of the Presuient
that as the shock of what is
being called the “Saturday i
night massacre”" .wears off,
the legality and propriety of
Mr. Nixon’s actions. will be
broadly endorsed by Repub-
licans. -

Domestic adviser Melvm
R.. Laird, . appearing
“Meet “‘the Press” (NBC
WRCQC), asked the country to
withhold judgment until

‘portions of the Watergate
s tapes—is made public.

His colleague, Pat Bu
<chanan, said, “The early
(adverse) ‘reaction came:

swing back. Congress can do
nothing before tuesday, and
by then there will be a reali- ‘
zation that the President
has done nothing illegal.”
Buchanan' likened M,

"Nixon’s actions to Truman S .,"

firing of MacArthur for re-
fusing to obey White House

Wal' “It’s unpopular as hell
when it first breaks,” Bu-
chanan said, “buf when you
stop to thlnk about it for a
moment, you know he’s got
a right to do it.. And you
don’t go after a President
for making an unpopular de-
cision, especially.in a period
of mternatwnal crisis hke

- - this.”

But a pubhc opuuon ana—
lyst with close’ White House
ties said he thought the ad-

ministration’s optimism was
ill-founded.

“The President is in terri-
ble.shape,” he said. “He
seems to do things that put
him in more of a‘corner all
the -time. If there were’ any

" pegple in the administration
that had credibility of their
own, they were (Secretary
of State Hemy) Klssmger
Richardson and - Ruckel.
shaus. Now, two of the three:
-have resxgned on a matter
of principle. This has" to
hurt - hlm—-partlcularly
among those Republicans’
who have reluctantly sup-
borted the ' President, be-
cause: they suspected “the

,,Watergate ‘committee. was

out to get him for part1san
‘1easpns P ‘

This pollster, Who de-
clined to.:be 1dent1f1ed bv‘

name, said¢Mr: Nixon may
receive’“some benefit from
the  Middle East, . Crisis,
“because people credit lnm
.with skill in the ‘diplomatic
area, and the fear of war
may make the opposition a
little less intense.”

‘The Pres1dent may also
“get somé benefit from' 'the
‘ negative ‘public view of the
courts,” he said, “but there’s
almost nothlng ‘else going
for “him. “And with . Water-

_-gate and ‘the Agnew case

- fresh in . people s minds, his
accusers ' .and ‘opponents
have greater cred1b111ty than
ever before.”

While' fmost of the worries -
'belonged to the Republicans.
yeéster day,.there were signs

wiof, possx«ble problems ahead
fort 'Demoerats ‘

Party leaders outside Con-

gress: were. expressing con- .
demnatmm fof ..the Presi-
dent’s' actions and calling .
for impeachment or some
other strong reaction.

Gov. Wendell H. Ford of
Kentucky, chairman - of the
Democratic governors’ -cau-
cus, called the firing of Cox

: “t1ag1c” and said it proved
Mr: Nixon’s claim to be
seekmg the full truth of the
Watergate case “fraudulent” .

Gov. John J. Gilligan of
Ohio,  voieing similar . dis-
pleasule with the Presi-

" dentis actions, said, “I can’t

nsee any way Congress ‘can

-avoid- considering impeach-
ment proceedings.” »

! - But there was no clear ev-
idence lasf night that the
i congressional
“Wwas ready to. .
-that direction,

Whlle more of the partys
moderatus ‘discussed . im-: I
ti than ever before, o
; ers of the House "
and > Senate: expressed no-
definite Dplans.
- Albert — who 'is next in ' !
succession: to the presidency

4 until Fm%‘us ‘confirmed ‘as -

ice President —
d by friends as
Iy lembarrassed
ty that an,im-
peachment move might' be
‘viewed by the public as a |
selfxshly motivated effort by: |
the Democrats. to';make him |
the new President.
The:strains;of the internal
indecision may be reflected
when the House and Senate
reassemble ' ‘Tuesday and.-
when "the " Democratic = Na-
taonal Committee meets
Thuns Ay imsliouisyille. i

\
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