New Inquiry
Is Proposed
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~ Scattered across the
country on a long Veter-
an’s Day weekend, mem-
bers of Congress reacted
.with shock and confusion
yesterday to President
Nixon’s firing of Water-

Archibald Cox.

No :tlear
emerged on-an immediate
course'of conigressional coun-
terattack but two proposals
appeared to- be galmng sup~
port. i oz T anico

One was! for cohgressxonal
creation of a newoffice of
‘the special‘proseciitor, inde-
pendent of ‘bothilthe White
House and: Congress, to con-
tinue Cox’s work—perhaps
headed by Cox hiniself.

The second was for a start
of 1inpeachment proceedings
in the House, or atthe very

rY

least creation of some spe-
cial unit to begin studying
the situation and find out
whether grounds for a seri-
pl;s impeachment move ex-
18T.

Although any final resolu-
tion of the-

weekend, for the first time,
responsible leaders of Con-
gress like House Demaocratic
Whgp John J. McFall (D-
Calif), Rep. B. F. Sisk (D-
Calif.), Sen. Edmund S.
Muskie (D-Maine) and Sen-
ate Democratic Whip Robert
C. Byrd (D-W.Va.) began
talking of the possibility. A
number of impeachment res-
olutions will be introduced
in the House when it recon-
venes Tuesday. 23 ce 7T
Meanwhile, the nomina-
tion of Rep. Gerald R. Ford
(R-Mich.) as Vice President
appeared to be’ czmght up, at
least temporauly, in  the
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consensus

: impeachment '
question is still far off, this "

1 “T’m  profoundly
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sform over the President’s
firing of Cox and the resfg
nation OL

While GOP leaders have
pleaded that Ford not bhe
“held hostage” to resclution
of the Watergate tapes is-
sue, it appears likely that
Ford’s nomination will be
| delayed by the new dispute
beyond the month initially
anticipated for committee.
hearings and floor debate.

processing the nomination,
but many Democrats will be
reluctant to approve Mr. Nix-
on’s nominee at a time.when
the President himself is under
‘he greatest attack, espeually
if Ford declines to declare
Fhat he believes a President
should comply with all court
orders.

While a handful of Repub-
'licans,; including Ford and
| Sen. Bob Dole (R-Kan.), de-
fended the President (“I
don’t know what other
choice the President, had,”
salanole) many normally'
cautious Democrats were
blasting the President’s ac-
‘tions in extremely sharp

[ and uncharacteristic tones.

Robert Byrd said,
shocked.
The "President has defied

Sen.

. this sounds like a Brown¢
shirt operation 30 years ago
—these are’Gestapo tactics.”

The anger over the dis-
missal of Cox arises from
the fact that members of the
Senate Judiciary Committee
and the Senate itself, as
well as many in the House,
. believed that when Cox was
appointed, the President

| had committed himself to an
1" absolute “hands-off policy”
| pledging

no obstruction
whatever to Cox’s investiga-

i tions. Now, members said

vesterday, the President has
: violated that pledge.

Sen.. Adlai E. Stevenson
- III (D-I11.), a leader of the

I ent prosecutor office when

5 Cox was first
: \ said he will introduce legis-
\ lation Tuesday to re-create

.ﬁ"y orney General 5

Elliot . 1chardson and’
Deputy fgt;m ney GeneraI
William D¥Ruckelshaus. 5

Not only will attention be
diverted from the business of

the courts, defied Congress . '

appointed,

. Cox’s office as a completely

. independent unit to carry
- on the prosecution and in- |
vestigation. i

Stevenson said his pro-

posal would have the Dis-
trict Court judge or chief
, judge of the court in charge '

of the case (in each in-

name ‘the prosecutor “who
would operate under law
with all *‘the requisite pow-
ers and resources of an in-
dependent prosecutor.” Ste-
venson said he prefers this
course to immediate
peachment, as it would al-
low the legal string to be
played out and “would give
the President one
chance” tc cooperate with

the investigation of Water-

gate complicity.

im-.

. stance, judge John J. Sirica) -

last -

Sen. Henry M. Jackson (D- .

Wash.) said he favors this
approach also, and he be-
lieves that if the President
vetoed legislation to estab-

lish the new office, “We can
"Jackson said he

override.”
had been talking to leading
Republicans and, “As much
as the Democrats may be
‘upset, Republicans may be

even more upset.” He de- .
clined {o identify the legisla- ;

tors he had talked to.
“Impeachment? We're not

to that noint yet. He’d have -

to be tecbhnically in com-
tempt of court, clearly,” for
impeachment to succeed,
said Jackson.

Sen. Byrd, who said he ex-
pects impeachment moves in
the House because “I don’t
think the President leaves
ué Any other choice,” said it
might well be that Judge
Sircia or- the grand jury
might appoint their own
special prosecutor.

This wouldn’t require leg- |
- islation and would obviate

the need for Congress to
pass something like the Ste-
venson proposal, Byrd said.
He predicted that before
taking any definitive move
Congress would probably
wait a while to see what Sir-
ica and the grand jury will

One vehicle for legislation
to set up an independent
special prosecutor is a pend-
ing bill extending the life of

the Watergate grand jury, )

which otherwise will expire :
- Dec. 15.

If there
ment proceeding, under the

Constitution it must origi- _
nate in the House, where a -

majority must vote a bill of
impeachment -(similar to an
indictment). The issue then

; move to set up an independ- ' goes to the Senate for trial,

and two-thirds must find the
President guilty in order to

is an impeach-

‘ President Nixon,

 lect committee

" grounds for

oust him from otfice.

Rep. Fraser, a leading lib-
eral who favors impeaching
said he
spent much of yesterday on
the telephone trying with
only  modest success to
reach scattered members to
discuss what action _ the
House should take. He said

he found considerable senti-"

ment for impeachment, but
some reluctance to proceed
unless there was some indi-
cation ' an  impeachment
move could succeed.

At the least, said Fraser,

] the .House should create a

select committee to decide
whether there are grounds
to begin an impeachment
proceeding, unless the
House Judiciary Committee
undertake this function.
Rep. John E. Moss (D-
Calif.), who almost alone
had been urging for . six
months that such an inquiry
be made, is now demanding
1mmed1ate impeachment of
the President. Moss said yes-
terday he has written a let-
ter.tg House Speaker Carl
Albert asking him to con-
vene a meeting of the House
Democratic Steering Com-

‘mittee Tuesday to develop

procedures for impeach-
ment.-

Rep. McFall, who sup-
ported Mr. Nixon to the end
on the Indochina war, said
Conﬁress “must serlouSly
consider w}peachmen’n now.’
Congress may now be the

only agency. of government

that “can keep all the
(Watergate) evidence teo-
gether now,” he said.

McFall added that the

House Judiciary Committee
might be able to obtain the
President’s tapes of Water-

gate conversations as part of

an impeachment proceeding,

“or at least force a Supreme

Court ruling on it.” .
Sisk, a' relatively conserv-

ative member of the House -

Democratic establishment,
said he would introduce a
resolution Tuesday for a se-
to investi-
there are
impeachment,
unless Democratic leaders
do so. Sisk called the Presi-
dent’s action of firing

gate whether

. Watergate Special Prosecu-

tor Cox and wiping out the

- two top Justice Department’

officials in the process “the
most irrational thing I have
ever ‘heard of a President
doing.” Sisk said he won-
dered if the time hadu’t

come to implement that por-

tion of the 25th Amendment
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" whiélr i,l?i‘,rmﬁ

abled President.
But. others in the, Homse

calied tor cautious handling

of the situation. Rep. Olin B,

Tesague (D-Tex.), conserva-
tive chairman of the House
Democratic  Caucus, pre-
dicted that the House would
move with “deliberate
speed” |on impeachmeént and
cenfirmation of Ford as
Vice President. o

“At the mement the move
for impeachment has not
gone far enough to gét any
place,” said Teague. “I've
talked to a dozen of my col-
leagues today and it is not
in the wind at the moment.”

Rep. John B. Anderson (R-
1), chairman of the House
2epublican Conference and
the most liberal GOP House
leader, $aid: “It’s important
that - Congress keep its
head.”

“What happened. was pre-
cipitate and  ill-advised,”
s aid| Anderson. “What I
would hope is that members,

igs fow. at-least
tempovary removal of a dis-

instead of ‘rendering judg
ment on impeachment . . .
(will) aet judiciously. We
ought to be considering the
best procedure for the
House to look into this
whole series of events ... . a
select committee probably.”

Rep. Philip M. Crane (R:
I1l.), one of the most con-
servative. House members,
said- he would not be op-
posed~. to creating a select
commiftee, but suggested
that should wait ‘until Judge
Sirica states whether the
President’s arrangement for
releasing summaries. of his
tapes is acceptable to the
court. If Sirica rejects the
compromise, the  battle
should ‘be' fought up fo the
Supreme: Court, said Crane.
If the highest court ruled
against thePresident and he
refused to give Up the tapes,
“then you would have a gen-
uine case for impeachment,”
said Crane.

Crane predicted that Ford
will not be confirmed as
Vice President until the con-

troveryy of the tapes is set-

tled. But he said the possi-
bility .that the President

would be impeached, Ford
not - confirmed and Demo-
cratic Speaker Albert be-
come President “is too bi-
zarre to contemplate. The
idea of the country going
through that kind of canni-
balism is absurd.”

There appeared broad-
agreement among House
members that Ford’s confir-
mation would face delay as

‘long as the controversy of

tapes is unresolved. But
But Rep. Clarence Long (D-
Md.) while urging Congress -
to investigate grounds for
should move speedily on
Ford’s confirmation because
“it would bitterly divide the
country if Congress were to
remove a Republican Presi-
dent so that a” Demoecratic
Speaker would become Presi-
dent.” ’ y
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