_SFGhronicle

v

|

:i‘.Cox’s;»;xl;nvestigation ‘R“o"l“ef”

-~ Ervi

Washington

i The leaders of the Sen-
ate Watergate committee
suggested yesterday that
the panel may try to take
up some of the slack left
by the fiTring of special
prosecutor Archibald Cox
and expand its investiga-
tion of the Watergate
scandal.

. Chairman Sam Ervin
(Dem-N:@:)j#isaid the com-
mittee ‘might delve more
deeply into campaign -fi-
nancing than it had original-
ly intended, in order to bring
greater public attention to
an area that was being in-
vestigated by Cox’s office.

Ervin also said that
“there will probably be a
genuine effort on thepart of
Congress to take and setup
a special proseeutor under
special law.” " )
TESTIFY

Vice chairman Howard H.
Baker Jr. (Rep-Tenn.), ina
telephone interview, said it
was ‘“‘certainly not beyond
the realm of possibility”’
that Cox himself would he !
called to testify before the
Watergate committee.

It ‘was " Ervin~and - Baker
who on Friday night accept-

ed President Nixon’s offer to
turn over to the committee
summaries of tape record-
ings of White House conver-

sations relating to the Wa-.

tergate affair that had been
subpoenaed by the commit-
tee., :

Cox had refused Mr. Nix-
on’s offer of the'summaries,
and said he would ignore the
President’s order to stop
pursuing the tapes issue any
further. in the-courts. . )
was fired Saturday night.

; LOOK

Baker said yesterday that
“in the absence of the spe-
cial prosecutor and in antici-
pating the eventual acquisi-
tion of transcripts,” the
‘committee “may be inclined
to look with greater care!
into certain areas.” .

Once the White House
turns over the tape docu-
ments, Baker said, this

may leadsuto:the: cal
further witnesses, ‘and

the hearings.’> _
. Baker said all of his com-

. menfs were ‘‘the rankesti.”

speculation on my part’” be-
,cause he said he has not
‘talked with any committee
! members over the weekend.
Er“vin first made his
_suggestion that the commit-
tee might expand its work
and | that Congress might
move to set up its own spe-
cia} 'prosecutor at a fund-
raisﬂpg party Saturday night
in Asheville, N.C. :
He was not available yes-
terday. : !
The  committee had

planned to resume its public

Watergate inquiry on Octo-
ber {30. An aide . said . that
barring additional develop-
ments, Ervin probably will
hold ja closed executive ses-
sion | that day, beforeithe
public session resumes, to
_decidé the committee’s fu-
ture course. z
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