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Nixon

Washington

President Nixon is | dis-
appointed at negative re-
action to his proposal for
making portions of | the
Watergate tapes available

to the courts and con-
gress, White House spe-

cial counsel J. Fred Buz-
hardt Jr. said yesterday.

Buzhardt, who has been
closely involved in develop-
ing the White House legal
strategy on Watergate, |said
he himself was surprised at
criticism of the plan.

“I expected a huge sigh of
relief,” Buzhardt sgid.
“Here we had the President
pick up the initiative |and

himself make a major con-
cession and accommoda-
tion.” ' ]

Buzhardt blamed much of
the early ciriticism on the
fact that the plan is ‘‘diffi-
cult to explain.”

But he predicted that
“when it’s clearly under-
stood. when Congress gets a
handle on it. they are going
to support it.

The outbreak of the Mi-
deast war was one reason
tor the shift in strategy,
Buzhardt said. But another,
he said, “was that it had be-

come apparent that this
‘thing was-so.blown up that

he (Mr. Nixon) would still
have to do something even if

he won
Court.
It had become such a
cause celebre over a few
damn pieces of celluloid
... It had gotten out of pro-
portion.”
Bt o Wt Tos
uzhardt said that last
Monday the President decid
ed to let a third party listen
to the tapes. which Buzhardt
said was moving “a long.
long way in terms of acon-
cession.” . ep per
Asked about’ Teports that
the decision, had been made
last 1\’Ionda§R to fire Special
Watergate Prosecutor Archi-

in the Supreme

‘Disappointed’ by Reaction

bald Cox, Buzhardt said: -1

totally disagree with that.”

Instead, Buzhardt said, the

White House had ftried to
reach a compromise’agree-

ment with Cox.

Buzhardt said that hehad
expected that Cox “‘weuld go
along with the President’s
instructions.”

Buzhardt promised that
the Watergate criminal in-
vestigations will continue,
without Cox,. under the su-
pervision of the acting attor-
ney general.
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