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In forcmg throuvh his
own

tapes’ controversy at the
cost “of fresh turmoil in
his . troubled administra-
tion, President Nixon has
risked his dwindling po-
litical capital on what may
prove to be a last roll of
the dice. :

Conservatlve White House
advisérs who applauded the
showdown move, predicted
vesterday that Mr. Nixon
will achieve a political vindi-

cation comparable to what
Harry Truman eventually .
won for his firing of General :

Douglas MacArthur.

But other Republicans in-
side and outside the admin-
istration said the dismissal
of special prosecutor Archi-

bald Cox arid the subsequent -

departures of the top two
Justice Department offi-
cials, Elliot L. Richardson
and William D. Ruckels-
haus, would split the GOP
leadership into warringfac-
tions and-leave the Presi-

dent more vulnerable tgim-

peachment or other pohtlcal
retribution.

IMPEACH ;

Whether a serious; im-
peachment effort woul@ be-
gin when the House of Rep-
resentatives returns tomor-
row was in doubt last night.
Democratic leaders ex-
pressed general indignation

at Saturday’s dramatic de-

velopments, but no imme-
diate consensus emerged on
what the congressional ma-
jority should do. ;

Some Democratlc offi-
cials, mindful of the reluc-
tance of such men as Speak-
er Carl Albert to take re-
sponsibility for resolwng the

. national leadership crisis,

predicted that the situation

" could become as abrasive

-

< inside their party .as'it is

- &e-mthm the GOP.

“compromise solu- °
tion” ' to the Watergate -

H owse’ ;mnﬁmty leader
Gerald R. Ford (Rgp-Mlch )y
Mr.  Nixon’s choice to re-
place Spiro Agnew, isleftin
limbo by this weekend’s de-

velopments, his confirma-
tion likely to face a long de-
lay in Congress. -

- The succession of sshocks

‘rattled politicians in both
. parties — but partlcularly,

[the Republicans.

| “T  just can’t believe
what’s going on in that zoo,”
Wyoming Republican chair-
man Jack Speight told the
Associated Press. “It’s like

“[tune in tomorrow for the

next adventure.””
SPLIT

Early indications pointed
to the likelihood of a split
between the GOP’s progres—
sive and conservative Wlngs '
Presidential assistant Pat-
rick J. Buchanan, a con-
tact pomt and spokesman

calling in to»safyv Cox should
never have been appomted

g

"Neither Rlchards'bn nor
Ruckelshaus- were particu-
larly trusted or admired by
GOP conservatives, so their
departure will not be

mourned in that wing of the
party, either. :

On the other ha‘n’d, many
prominent - progressive Re-
publican rallied immediate-
ly to the side of the resigned
officials and voiced at least
some criticism of lthe Prem—
‘dent.

Typlcal of them was‘,, Goy-
ernor William G. Milliken of
Michigan, who said, “I de-
plore what happened. Itisa
setback in efforts to restdre

n the hrst place, so it’s
1good riddance,

public conﬁdence 1n govem—
P .‘
The p1eva1hng White -
House 'view is that time is on
the ‘side of the President,

that as the shock of what is
- being called the “‘Saturday

Night Massacre” wears off,
the legality and propriety of
Mr. leon s actions will be
~broadly endorsed by Repub-
licans.

Presidential adviser Buch-
anan said, “The early (ad-
verse) reaction came from
the liberals, but now you’ll

_ see  things start to swing

back. Congress can do no-

" thing before Tuesday, and

Dby then there will be areali-
zation -that the President
has done nothing illegal.”

Buchanan likened Mr.
' Nixon’s actions to Truman’s
firing of MacArthur for're-
fusing to obey White House
orders during the Korean
war. “It’s uapopular as hell
when it first breaks,” Buch-
-anan said, “but when you
“stop to think about it for a
i moment, you know he’s got
a right to do it. And you
dont go after a President
for:making an unpopular de-
~cision, especially in apermodi
‘of international crisis like
this.”
: ANALYST
‘But a public opinion ana-
ly with close White House
aid he thought the ad-
tration’s optimism was
ill-founded.

" Dble shape,” he'said.’

r's. Poht:c .e *

“The Pr eswlent isiin terri-’
“He"
geems to do thingsithat. put

. him in more of a corner all’

the time. If there were any
people in the administration~
that had credibility “of their-
own, they were (Secretary”
of State Henry) Kissinger,”
Richardson and Ruckel-
shaus. Now, two of the three
have. remgned on a matter of
principle.

“This has to hurt him —
particularly amon g those -
Republicans who have reluc-
tantly supported the:;Presi-
dent because they suspected
the Watergate committee
was out to get him for par-
tisan reasons.”

DEMOCRATS -

“While most of the worries
belonged to the Republicans
yesterday, there were signs.
of possible problems ahead
for Democrats.

‘Party leaders outside Con-
gress were expressing con-
demnatlon of the President’s
4ct10ns and calling for im-
peachment or some other
strong reaction.

But there wasno evidence
last night that the Demo-
cratic congressional leader-
sh1p was ready to move in
that direction. While more of
the party’s moderates dis--
cussed impeachement than
ever before, the top leaders’
of the House and Senatere-
mained noncommittal.

Albert — who is next in
succession to the presidency
until Ford is confirmed as
the new vice president —
was described by friends as
being acutely embarrassed:
at the possibility that anim-

- peachment move ‘might be:

viewed 'hy the public as a
selfishly motivated effort by
the . Democrats to make him
the neW president. :



