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Wh:t*e House ’Maneuvermg on Tapes

By Bob Woodward
and Carl Bernstein
@ Washmgton Paost

Washmgton

The past week’s Whlte
House maneuvering on
the Watergate tapes issue
was designed primarily to
create a showdown in
which President Nixon
could fire Special Water-
gate Prosecutor Archibald
Cox and abolish his office,
according to several high
Administration sources.

As long ago as June, justa
month after Cox was ap-
pointed, the sources said,
the President had deter-
mined that the existence of
a special prosecutor wa-s

“unworkable’”  and
bef—w-rms
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Ag.. idous governing
~way would have to be found
to abolish his office.

“He (Cox) wasn’t contain--

able,” one high Administra-
tion source said. Cox was
“‘expanding s¢that he would
be with us for three and
one-half years (the rest of
Mr. Nixon’s term), creating
a  tremendous governing
problem, dividing the Exe-
cutive Branch against it-
sell.”” the source said.

Sources
Attorney-General Elliot L.
Richardson said that Cox
was fired Saturday because
his investigation was hitting
loo close to the President
and his friends and former
aides and was probing too
deeply into every aspect of
White House activity going
back to 1969. ‘

_ TAPES

While conceding that the
tapes controversy was han-
dled in a way that made it
possible to get rid of Cox,

“close toformer

Wlute House sources
or ee about Cox’s’ Mvestiga-

~ tion reaching too close to the
" President himself.

'%“hey say the primary
objection to
prqbecute $ “operation’ was
that in the White House view
it had become partisan -and
something of a vntchhunt
Accordingly, t soulces
said. -President ]:'}éxon decid-
ed| last Monday{to make a
ationwide television ad-
ress in which he would an-
nounce the abolition of Cox’
office. give his own version
of |the contents of the White
House tapes and declare the
cohu ‘oversy to he closed.

Mr Nixon, at that point,
had ruled out any future ac-
ce,ss to the tapes by the
couﬂ or grand jury and
was u11w1111ng to allow inde-

rndent verification by an
outside party of the accura-

‘ ¢y of his version of what the |

tapes contained. ,
The Justice Depaltment
then entered into negotla’
uons with the White House.“
and Attorney General Ri-
chardson tried to persuade
tHe President not to fire
Cox, = according to the
sources.
|In the course of negotia-
tions the proposal that Sena-
r John C. Stennis (Dem-
iss.) authenticate the
resident’s version of the
tapes was seized on by the
White House. )

VERSION ,
When the Senate Water-
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greed to accept the authen-

cated version of the tap_es
n Friday, the sources said,
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unity to get rid of Cox.

ource said yesterday, “and
“ox’ refusal would be an act
making his fir-

C
called compromise.”” one
s
C

of defiance,

—

necessary
in the face ot the acceptance
v the (Senate) committee.”

disa-'

the special .

ate committge leadership

¢ President saw the oppor-~

The President knew that:
ox would not accept the so-;

ng not only reasonable but
particularly .

,A;nbi'ﬂ‘er, source said:
President wanted to see if a
constitutional bargain could

“The

be struck with -Cox. The an-
swer was that it couldn’t.”

It is known that former
top presidential aides H. R.
Haldeman, John . Ehrlich-

 man and Charlds W. Colson

have complained bitterly
about the treatment they
had received from the spe-
cial prosecutor’s office.
Whether these complaints 1
reached the President’s ears

1S not known.

One source said that the

- three maintained that they .

neys

gation

had been treated like “‘mem- |
bers of the Matfia” by .attor-
from Cox’ office. For |
example. Haldéman. the |
President’s former chief of
staff. was called to Washing- |
ton last week lo testify be- |
fore two of the special prose-
cutor’s grand juries. He tes-
tified Wednesday. Thursday
and Friday and was sched-
uled 10 regppear tomorrow.
thus forcjig him to spend
the long weekend in Wash— ,
e AP A G T

ington.

‘Several ‘sources ‘made it .
clear yesterdaythat'thenine;
White House tapes subpoe-
naed by Cox in his investi-
of the Watergate
‘coverup were not in: fact
the central issue of last
week’s tug-of-war between -
Cox and the White House.

SOURCES

Sources close to Richard-
son and Cox said they were
more . concerned about get-

| ting other memos, notes and

documents, which also were
subpoenaed from the White -
House.

Various documents =% d
‘memos from the White
House could have been cru-
cial evidence in cases ex-
pected to be brought by Cox
against Nixon campaign
contributors. the Interna-
tional Telegraph and Tele-
phone Co., White House
wiretapping? and secret in-
vestigations into news leaks
the sources said.

' process

0T %% 13

23 e

On: Friday, the President
directed :Cox ‘‘to. make no
further attempts by judical
to obtain -tapes,
notes or memoranda of p1 es-
idential conversations.”

- This is the order that Cox
refused to obey, leading to

his removal from office on

Saturday.
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