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Impeachiny Nixon

ledéers!
to Cox Affair

Washington

Congressionalleaders of |
both parties said yester-
~day that Congress will
_have to begin looking im-
mediately at the question
of impeaching Pres1dent
Nixon. " ¢

No one was willing to
predict that Mr.« Nixen

would actually bhe removed

from office, but a consensus

_cezmed “to be developing
among Democrats and some
Republicans #that the Presi-
dent had challenged Con-
gress and that Congress
would have to accept that
challenge.

“I don’t think the P1e81-
dent has left us any other
choice,” said Senator Robert
C. Byrd of West Virginia,
the assistant Democratic
leader in the Senate.

The majority leader in
the House, Representative
Thomas P. O’Neill Jr.- of
Massachusetts, said that he
had talked with many col-

leagues over the wekend -

and that “we’ve all talked
about impeachment.”
. FUROR '

Mr. Nixon created the'fu-
ror Saturday night by firing
special Watergate prosecu-
tor Archibald Cox for refus-
ing to obey the President’s
order to stop court efforts to
obtain presidential tape re-
cordings.. Attorney General
Elliot Richardson re«s1gned
and ‘ his ‘assistant, Deputy
Attorney General William

'Ruckelshaus, was fired after

they  each refused White
House orders to fire Cox.
Mr. Nixon has' considera-
ble support among conserva-
tive Republicans. Senator
John Tower of Texas, chair-
man of the Senate Republi-
can Policy Committee, said
that he thought the Presi-
dent had acted properly “to
forestall a constitutional
crisis’” and added that:he
did -not believe there were
grounds for impeachment.
But ofher Repub]icans
were' less generous toward
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J olm B Anderson of Illinos,
the tl;{u‘& ranking House Re-
pubhtan, . predicted that
“impeachment resolutions
are going to be raining down
like hailstones.”
| Senators Charles Mc C.
Mathias (Rep-Md.) said that
the President’s actions Sat-
urday had raised ‘“very se-
ious = questions” and that
‘Congress- is: going tohave

v and aggressively.”
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Many Congressional leaﬂ
ers were out of touch yester-
day.

Senator Hugh Scott of*

Penn lvania, the Repubh-
can leader in the Senate,
Was said by an aide to be
unavailable “in the hinter-
l}ands of Pennsylvania:”’

w[ House Speaker Carl Albe rt
of Oklahoma who is nextin
line ‘?to become Premdent
would not accept telephone
calls. A Secret Service agent
at his apartment here said
that Albert had left instruc-
thIIS that all calls be. turned
aside:

'Republican leaders outSIde
of Washington were
being carefully silent
ernor Ronald Reagan of Cal-
ifornia, former Governor
John P. Connally of Texas
and Governor Nelson A.
Rockefeller of New York, all
refused comment. ‘

Nonetheless, pohhcians in
the capital were consumed
by the turn of events over
the weekend, and many
members of Congress issued
statements sharply eritical
of the President.
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About a dozen members of
the House announced that
they would submit one form
or another of an impeach-
m'en‘c ~resolution when the
House convenes agam to-
MOrTow.

Under the Constltu’clon
1mpeachment proceedings
bégm in the House. If the
House! bv majority Vo’ce de-
cided “'that the Pre51dent
shbuld be 1mpeached —_

J;XOD Representat ve .

to explore them immediate- -

TOUCH 3

something like a grand jury
indictment — thecase.goes
to the Senate. R,

The Senate then becomes
a court to try the case
against the Presulent_ It re-
quires a two-thirds majority
of those voting to convict the
President.

If convicted, he is re-
moved from office. i’

The initial investigation of
accusations against Mr. Nix-
on could be performed by .
the House Judiciary Com-
mittee: or by a special com-
mittee set up to conduct the
inquiry... ;

THINKING

Representative B. F. Sisk
(Dem-Calif.), who plans to
offer a resolution that would
create a select committee to
look into impeachment, said
that Mr. Nixon’s ‘‘actions
raise real questions tome of
whether or not he’s thinking
straight.”

Senator Edmund S. Mu-
skie (Dem-Maine), who ap-
peared on ABC’s ‘Issues
and Answers,” declared that
“‘one forum is left that in my
judgment is adequate, and
that is the 1mpeachment
process.”

Senator Howard H. Baker
Jr. (Rep-Tenn.), the vice
chairman of the Senate Wat-
ergate committee, said that
he was baffled by Mr. Nix-
on’s actions and predicted
that they would “almost
inevitably heighten tensions
and confliet.”

Byrd of West Virginia said
there 'is “no way to avoid
the assumption” that there
is something on the White
House tapes that Mr. Nixon
is trying to hide.

In Colorado, Representa-
tive Patricia Schroeder, a
Democrat, asked her consti-
tuents in Denver to-call her
office to say whether they
thought the impeachment
process should be begun
against Mr. Nixon. By last
night;, an- aide reported,
there were 2500 calls for im- -
peachmen’c and only 32
agamst :
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