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Prpssure for impeachment
pxoceodm 'S against Presi-
dent Nixon mounted rapidly
last night in. the wake of his
Dhiring of Watergate™ Special
Prosecutor Archibald Cox
and the resignations of At-
torney General Elliot L.
Richardson and Deputy At-
torney General William D.
Ruckelshaus.

Within the White House,
sources reported a reaction

|

fial aides to Mr. Nixon’s ac-
tion and an expectation of
an impeachment move
against him on Capitol Hill
as an inevitable conse-
quence.

In Congress, the ramifica-
tions were swift,
| Sen. Stuart Symington (D-
Mo.), charging that Mr.
Nixon has “now violated his
solemn obligation to the

-Benate” on Richardson’s in-

dependence, said, “There is
no question that whatever

ment were before, they have
been materially increased.”
Sen. Edmund S. Muskie
(D-Maine) called Mr. Nixon’s
action ‘“the ultimate mani-
festation of contempt by the
President for the other two
branches of government, the
kind of challenge that must
find a resolution, and I can’t
think of any forum for that
outside of impeachment.”
Sen. J. Glenn Beall Jr. (R-
Md.) said he thought “the

. likelihood is fairly good of
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ment proceedings against
the President as a result of
his actions. “The way you
test the President is through
Congress,” he said.

Sen. Howard H. Baker Jr.
(R-Tenn.), vice chairman of
the Senate Watergate Com-
mittee, told CBS News that
he was shocked by the Presi-
dent’s moves and in a som-
ber voice he predicted
strong debate in Congress
over them.
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Fraser:.called on the House
to hire Cox as its own special
counsel “since the House has
the .constitutional responsi-
bility: to; investigate, for pos-
sible” impeachment, alleged
crimes by high officials. The
House could grant Mr, Cox
all the authority he needs to
carry out his “investigation,
authority Mr. Nixon has de-
nied- ng Cox. "
“If' Congress fails: to re-
spond effectlvely to the PI‘ESI-
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“the humlhatlon of the Con-

o1"ess, in its relatlo‘nshlp to .

the ' President will be com-
plete.”

Cox himself in hIS state-
ment on the Pre51dent’s ac-
tion against him rephed that -
the next proper step Was im-
peachment. “Whether!| ours
shall con’clnue to be a gov-
ernmem:“bf laws and not of
men is now for Congress
and . ultimately the Amell—
can people,” he said.

Untﬁ last night, Conﬂress
had ¥apgeared to- be ex-
trem‘é‘wx eluctant to| geven

. considers the impeachment
step serlously But there
had been growing swnals

that if the President eventu-

ally bucked the Juchcxary
bram‘:h on the issue of the
Wm ¢ Housé'tapes. dealing
with®Watergate, it could pro-

Rep. Jerome Waldie (D-
Calif.) said last night he was
flying back to Washington
from California to meet with
his staff today to prepare an
impeachment reslution
against the President, for
submission to ‘the House
Tuesday. Waldie is a member
of the House Judiciary Com-
mittee.

Rep. B. F. Sisk (D-Calif.)
said the is drafting a resolu-
tion to establish a select com
mittee in the House to gather
information on which to base
a decision on whether to im-
peach Mr. Nixon. Sisk called
called the President’s actions
“the most irrational thing I
ever heard of a President
doing. Nixon has raised a
real question about his com-
petence to remain in offlce -

SEN. EDMUND MUSKIE
. . . cites “contempt”
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SEN. STUART SYMINGTON
‘no question now”




