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- his Commander-in-Chiet to
dismiss Cox. (Richardson
had just returned from his
White House meeting when
the Haig call came in.)

Ruckelshaus informed
Haig that he would not com-
ply. An hour later he sub-
mitted his resignation to the
White House.

“I am, of course, sorrvy
that my conscience will not
permit me to carry out your
instruction to discharge Ar-
chibald Cox,” Ruckelshaus
wrote the President. “My
disagreement with that ac-
tion at this time is too fun-
damental to permit mc ‘=
act otherwise.”

In arguing the case for
the dismissal of Cox, knowl-
edgeable sources reported,
Haig cited the pressures of
international crises and indi-
cated that the operations of
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Elljot L. Richardsp‘n wavew as he iea_ﬁes the Justice Department last night.
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A Quiet Drama Played Out

As Men Weighed Loyalties

By Laurence Stern
Washington Post Staff Writer

A week of presidentially
directed pressure to fire
Watergate Special Prosecu-
tor Archibald Cox ended
yesterday in the dual resig-
-nation of Attorney General
“Elliot L. Richardson and his
deputy, William D. Ruckel-
shaus. ‘ A OfT

The intense White Honse
efforts began Monday,/ ac-
-cording " to authoritétive
sources, when Richardson
was informed by a high-
ranking presidential aire to
dismiss Cox.

They ecnded last night
when—after the resigna-
tions of the two top Justice
Department officers—the
White ITouse succeeded in
persuading Solicitor Gen-
eral Robert H. Bork to fire
“the special: prosecutor.

In the intervening days a
“quiet drama was played out
within the top echelons of
the Nixon administration in
which public men weighed
their reputatons and per-
senal loyalties against the
insistent demand’' of their
President for compliance
with his orders. .

It was in this spirit that
Richardson at mid-afternoon
vesterday declined to com-
ply with the President’s. in-
struction to fire the Water-
gate prosecutor.

And it was with the same
attitude that Kuckelshaus at
5 p.m. vesterday responded
to a phone call from White
House chief of staff Alexan-
der M. Haig Jr., who said he
was relaving an arder from

William D. Ruckelshaus leaves "tzhe Justice Department.
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the special prosecutor were

impairing the administra-
tion’s ability to function ef-
fectively. I

“Your commander-in-chief
has given you an. order,”
Haig told Ruckelshaus when
the deputy attorney ‘general
first expressed his, reluc-
tance to comply.

When the final 'spenano
began to unfold at fhe be-

g1nmng of the week, jaccord-
ing to those famlhqr with
the  events, Richardson
agreed .to help work out a
compromise plan for obtain-
ing the nine disputed presi-
dential tape recordings that
are central to the. case of
the Watergate prosecutors.

The ' negotiations| were
closely held and centered on
Richardson, Cox, .| White
House legal adviser Charles
Alan * Wright and, in the
later stages, - Haig aud the
President. ;

Richardson agreed to try
the negotiating route ac-
cording to Justice Depart-
ment associates, in anL effort
to forestall the outr
ing of Cox—a course 1hat he
knew would require his own
resignation. )

At no point, these Sources
insisted, - did
give his final blessmg to the
various compromlse propos-
als. His view throughout
was that the final decision
was up to Cox.

Sen. Stennis is mkg$,about proposed role as “verifier.”

sht fir-

Richardson -

Under formal and writtén
guidelines drafted by Rich-
ardson in collaboration with
the Senate Judicary Com-
mttee, Cox 'was given a
clear guarantee against po-
litical interference from the
Attorney General and any-
one else in the administra-
tion.

The guidelines stipulated
that “the Attorney General
will not countermand or in-
terfere with the special
prosecutor’s decisions or ac-
tions.”  Richardson
pledged that Cox would
have the “final determina-
tion” and “complete author-
ity” to challenge presiden-
tial claims of executwe priv-
ilege.”

It also stlpulated at the
time that Cox could not be
removed from office aside
from “extraordinary impro-
prieties.”

President Nixon, in an-
nouncing Richardson’s nomi-
nation as Attorney General
last April 30, said he would
delegate to Richardson “full
responsibility and authority
for coordmatlng all' federal
agencies in uncovering the
whole truth about this (the
Watergate) matter . . .”

That pledge was made by
Mr. Nixon in the very state-
ment announcing the resign:
ations of former Attorney
General Richard G. Klein-
dienst and former White
House aides H. R. (Bob) Hal-
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Prosecutor Cox tells a press conference of his plans in

the Watergate tapes issue.

deman and John D. Ehrlich-
man,

In his resignation letter
last night Richardson re-
minded the President of the
commitments to give Cox
free rein in the special pro-
secution of the Watergate
case. “While I fully respect
the reasons that have led

- you to conclude that the spe-

cial prosecutor must be dis-
charged, I trust that you un-
derstand that I could not in
the light of these firm and
repeated commitments carry
out your direction that this
be done,” he wrote.

Throughout the week of
negotiations between the
White House, Justice and
the special prosecutor, Cox
stuck to his position that
the tapes should be ‘made
accessible to the court and
grand juries inquiring into
the Watergate affair and the
ensuing cover-up conspiracy.

Cox made it clear that he
found the proposal far too
confining to carry out his in-
vestigation properly. On Fri-
day he tartly replied to
Wright on the subject of the
White  House proposal:
“Judging from the difficul-
ties we have had in the past
receiving documents, mem-
oranda, and other papers, we
would have little hope of
getting evidence 1n the fu-
ture.”

Wright replied, in the
President’s behalf, that “it
is my conclusion from that
letter that further discus-
sions between us seeking to
resolve this matter by com-
promise would be fuhle

At 7 p.m. Fru{a?, it was
learned Richardson received
a letter from the President
asking him to direct Cox to
abandon all efforts to ob-
tain the tapes by judicial
means. The Attorney Gen-
eral declined to comply'and
then refused the subsequent
order to fire Cox.

Richardson delivered his
final, formal refusal to the
White House shortly after
4 p.m. yesterday. It was then
that Haig put in the call to
Ruckelshaus, followed by his
refusal—and resignation.

When it was clear that .
Ruckelshaus would not ac-
cede to the President’s wish,
Haig’s final question was,
“where is Bob Bork?” He re-
ferred to the No. 3 man in
the Justice Department, the
solicitor general.

Bork got on the phone
with Haig. Three hours later
the White House publicly an-
nounced Bork’s appointment
as acting Attorney General
and his dismissal of the stub-
born Watergate special pros-
ecutor, Archibald Cox.



