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¥ BI seals Cox S offlce, seizes

nght Newspapeis

WASHINGTON — “I nev-
er thought I'd see the day
when' the FBI would tell me
I can’t even take a love let-
ter from my wite out of my
offlce ” w g

That was the angry and
emotional reaction of Henry
Ruth, deputy Watergate spe-
cial prosecutor, after the
FBI seized the special prose-
cution’s Watergate flles Sa-
. turday night. 15

Shortly after President
Nixon ' fired Watergate Spe-
cial Prosecutor Archibald
Cox, FBI director Clarence
Kelley, on orders fromthe
White House, sent a half
dozen agents to Cox’s office

five blocks from the White
House to make sure that
none of the prosecution ma-
terial — not even personal
belongings of staff membel S
— was removed. iy

Ruth rushed to his office
after a telephone call from
Cox, who “told me the spe-
cial prosecution office had
been abolished.” \

A security guard stopped
him in the lobby.

“He told me I was nolon-
ger allowed in the building,”
Ruth later told reporters at
an emotional press confer-
ence.

“I told him T was the dep-.-

uty special prosecutor "and
he said I wasn’t supposed to

be allowed in the building,’ "
Ruth continued. “I told th
I wanted to get some person-
al belongings out of my off-
ice and he allowed me to go
up to the ninth floor.”

Ruth said FBI agents in-
side the special prosecution
office told him he couldn’t
even take his personal’ be-
longings from the building:

‘“‘Emotions take over when
you think that this kind of
thing can happen if a de-
mocracy,” Ruth said. “We
have been abolished. I can’t
think through what this
means to the country. We

'ﬁiﬁave been’ Ebohshed by exe-

\cutive. fiat without any con-

'3su1ta‘aon with the other

b1 anches of government

«“This is not Seven Days
ln May but one day in Octo- _
ber,” Ruth said, nervously
crushing his knuckles.

Most of the other young
attorneys on Cox’s prosecu-
tlon team rushed to the off-
1ce after they got the news
that Cox had been fired by
the President. They came
dressed in levis, tennis
shoes T-shirts, or whatever
they happened to be wearing
when the word came.

One was Tom McBude an

| a%1stant prosecutor in
charge of campaign financ-

| ing and political favoritism.
He got to his ofﬂce at 9:05
m.
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A few minutes. later he

came out and told reporters:

“They (FBI agents) are

impeding our operations.”

Asked how, McBride re-
plied, “When you can’t get
into - your office and files
your operations are being
impeded.”

On the advice of his offi-
cial spokesman, James
Doyle, Cox stayed away
from the office last night.

Doyle said Cox was re-
maining at his rented house
in Georgetown awaiting offi-
cial notification of his dis-
missal.

“The White House called
here and asked for his

- (Cox’s) address,” Ruth said.

“As of now, nobody has re-
ceived any official report on

- our status.”

“It’s a hell of a note when
the lawyers who are sup-
posed to be prosecuting this
case are being frisked like
we’re thieves,” said one
young staff lawyer bitterly.

A spokesman for the pro-
secutor’s office said that as
the confrontation between
Cox and the President ap-
proached a climax, the
heads of the task forces
copied their prosecutive
memoranda and took the
copies home.

sHe said the memoranda
were generalized statements
of the status of the various
cases under investigation.

He. said the only other ma-
terial removed from the off-
ice were the original copies
of the letters that Cox re-
leased earlier in the day.

He said the most of the
material gathered by the
staff in its investigations
had not yet been presented
to grand juries. He des-
cribed it as “an enormous
amount.”
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