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Stunming Collapse of Nixon Tape

Cox and Ruckelshaus are Tired:

Atty. Ged. Richardson Quits

By Robert 8. Boyd
Knight News Service
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WASHINGTON — Attomey General Elhot Rlchaldson

resigned last night and Presmlent Nixon, in a stunning col-
lapse of his efforts ‘to compromise the hbattle over his
‘Watergate tapes fired Special Prosecutor Archibald Cox,

aholished Cox’s office and fired all of his staff, and flred

Deputy Attorney General William Ruckelshaus.

The dramatic events left Washlngton in a state of shock
and shattered the President’s hopes of putting Watergate
behind him while he handled the Mideast crisis and a pos-
sible confrontation with the ‘Soviet Union.

In rapid-fire order late yesterday and last night:

+ @ Nixon ordered Rlchard son to fire Cox because he
- disobeyed Nixon’s instruc-
tions to stop seeking the
. Presidential tapes and pap-
ers.

Rig

cause ‘he had promised the
Senate, when he was con-
. firmed as attorney general
. last May, that he would not
interfere with Cox’s opera-
tions. Instead, Richardson
resigned.

@ Nixon then ordered
Ruckleshaus, as Richard-
| son’s deputy, to fire Cox.
- Ruckelshaus also refused
- and lie was fired.

@ Nixon named the third - rankmg man-in the Justice

Robert Bork

s L —
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Lthrough Attorney Geneml
Richardson,” White House

‘Press Secretary Ronald tu

- Ziegler sald.

The instructions to Cox
were “not to seek to invoke
the judicial process further
to compel production of re-
cords, notes or memoranda
regarding private presiden-

fial conversations,” Ziegler
" said.

According to Ziegler, the
President had tried to avoid

4 constitutional confronta-

tion by making available a

- summary of his tapes to

e Richardson refused, be-

Department, | Solicitor General Robert, Bork, to be actmg i

attorney genergl and ordexed ‘him to fire Cox.:

® Bork notified Cox that he was fned and that the'
office of the special prosecttor, with a staff of nearly 100
lawyers and investigators, was abolished. Cox responded
with a one-sentence statement “Whether ours shall cop-
tinue to be a government of laws and not of men is now
for Congress and ultimately ;the American people.”

e The FBI sealed off Cox’s office to.prevent any docu-
ments or records from. being removed. Nixon said the Wa-
tergate investigation has been transferred back to:the Jus-
tice Department

The%e extraordmary evean followed the Pres enytsf

a comp1 omise which Cox premptly re‘]ected.

‘Cox spelled out his deflanee in an extraordinary hour-
long press conference nahonally televised yesterday after-
noon, vowing that he would never quit and threatening to
seek a contempt citation acfamst the Pre51dent in federal
court. : e o

Membels ot the SenateyWaterGate Commlttee began

Nixon oi violating his pledge not to mterfe1e )
pendence of the special prosecutor.

Congress and the courts, but
Cox wouldn’t agree.

‘““The action taken by the
President in the spirit of ac-
commodation that has

marked American conchfu-

.' ’l‘he Presuient took ‘this actmn betause of Mr.
_;fto comply with instructions given Friday night !

i
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into the Gval Offlce hxs sup-

-port for Cox:was already

mattel of public reco

Nxxon told him that Cox

_ must go.

tional history was accepted x

by responsible leaders-in :

Coungress and the country,”
Ziegler said.

#Mr. Cox’s refusal to pro-
céed in the same spirit of
accommodation, complete
with his announced intention
to‘
President and press for
further confrontation at.

; time of serious world CllSlS

made it necessary for the
President to discharge Mr.
Cox and to return to the De-
partment of Justice the task
of prosecuting- those who
broke the law in connection
with Watergate.” .

‘The Justice Department
mll carry out the Watergate
investigations and prosecu-
tions “with thoroughness:
and wvigor,” he insisted.

Late yesterday afternoon
Rlchardson went to the
White House for the qhow~
down

;‘As he left the Justice De-
partment he instructed his
-spokesman to announce that
h@ had not agreed with Nix-
‘on's order to Cox not to pur-
sue the tapes issue.

19 0T
The White House had said

Fnday night! that the com-

: p1 omise had been forwarded
* by Richardson and sought to

By midafternoon, the complomlse—then less than 4 give it his imprimatur.

hours old—was dead; and Nixon had decided to fire Cox
and abolish the special proseeutor s office.

Thus, when he stepped

defy instructions from the

- Richardson replied that he
Would then have to resign,
Ziegler said, ‘‘since he be-

‘lieved the discharge of Pro-

fessor Cox to be inconsistent
with the conditions of his
confirmation by ‘the ‘Sen-
atg‘,)

After returning to the Jus-
tice: Department, Richard-
son- wrote a letter to the
President, saying that ‘‘cir-
cumstances leave me no al-
ternative to the submission
of my resignation as Attor-
ney General of the United
States

; “At the time you appoint-
ed ‘me,” Richardson wrote,
“you gave me the authority

 to name a special prosecutor

if T should consider it appro-
prlate

“A few days before my
confirmation hearing began,

L aanunced that I'would, if
COnfn‘med appoint a special
prosecutor and give him all
the independence, aithority
and staff support needed to

carry out the tasks entluqt-

éd to him.”

'Richardson recalled. that
during the hearings last
spring he irepeatedly reaf-

fu‘med “my  determination
“to assure the 1ndependence

of the special prosecuter
"He. told the
that he would remove Cox

only for “extraordmary im-

“proprieties”

and pledged
“that, as ‘attorney general, he
would not” “countermand or

senators

interfere with, the special
prosecutm s decisions or ac-

tions.”

In his letter to the Presi-
dent, Richardson said he un-
derstood why Nixon felt Cox
should- be fired; but he ad-
ded:

“I trust that you under-

| stand that I could not, inthe
» light of these firm and re- :
' peated commitments, carry

out your direction that this



be 'déne. In the circum-|
stances, therefore, I feel that
1 have no chmce but to re-;

|
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Sign;’“’ ke '

‘Nixon rephed Wlth a b1'1ef
one-sentence letter:

““Dear Elliot: It is with thé

deepest regret and an under—
standing of the circum-
stances which brought you
to your decision that I ac-
cept your resignation.”

Wlth Richardson unwﬂhng
to fire Cox, Nixon next or-
dered his deputy, Ruckels-
haus to do it.

chkelshaus, the former
Environmental Protection
Administrator and acting
chief of the FBI, who was
sworn in only a few weeks
ago, also refused what Zie-
gler— ealled an exphc1t
directive to discharge Mr
Cox.” .

“‘He like Mr. Cox, has
been discharged of fulther
dut1es effective 1mmed13te-
y Zlegler said.

Fma]ly, Cox was notlhed
of his dismissal by Solicitor

William Ruckelshaus: L;'eg‘uving office.

" General Robért H. Bork, the

‘trolled

third ranking man in the
Justice Department, who
was named. acting attorney
general. Bork is a former
law professor from Yale
University, who also took
office only a few weeks ago.

An immediate victim of

the crisis may be Vice Pres-.:
ident-designate Gerald Ford. .
The Michigan. Republican, »

who characterized Nixon’s
tapes compromise earlier
yesterday as ‘‘eminently
sensible,” fiust be con-
firmed by both Houses, of
Congress before .he can taKe
office.

With both houses con-
.b 'y Democrats,
Ford’s confirmation may be
held ‘up indefinitely —or at
least until- the. President
pays a terribly high price
for his actions last night.

Tatest results” call

For
. The Examiner XS FO
SPORTSDIAL, 478-9560.

Elliot Richardson: After his resignation.
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