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WASHINGTON, Oct. 19 —
John W. Dean 3d, the:former
counsel to President Nixon,
‘pleaded guilty today to plotting

Text of Dean’s statement
appears on Page 20.

to cover up the truth about the
Watergate break-in.

He made his plea as part of
a bargain with the special
Watergate prosecutor =Archi-
bald Cox, under which Dean
agreed to be.a prosecution wit-
ness
against alleged participants in
the cover-up — including, po-
tentially, ~against . ‘Ptesident
Nixonm. *+ i

Immunity Fight Ends

Mr. Cox allowed Dean to
plead guilty in Federa] District
Court here to a single felony
count of conspiracy to obstruct
justice and defraud the United
States, punishable by a maxi-
mum five-year prison term and
‘a $10,000 fine, with sentencing
deférred until the. bargain is
kept. .. s

Mr. Cox also promised. not
to prosecute Dean for any
other ‘Watergate-related crime,
reserving only the right to pros-
ecute the lawyer for any

perjury that may occur in the
lfuture.

By LESLEY OELSNER
- Special to The New York Times

in future  proceedings

In return, Dean gave up his|
“long fight for total immunity'
‘from prosecution, “and. he
pledged his “complete ‘coopera-
tion” with the Cox prosecution.

Dean is considered the cru-!
cial witness against a number'
of former high officials in the’
White House and in the Nixon!
re-election campaign, includingi
John N. Mitchell, the former|
Attorney General, and H. R,
Haldeman and John D. Ehr-
lichman, former Presidential
aides. '

Beyond that, he is
witness any, potential pro-
ceeding gainst the President.

In his testimony before the
Senate Watergate committee
last-June, Dean swore that Mr.!
Nixon had participated in the
cover-up of the break-in at -the

the kejl

lassistant prosecutor largely re-|

.arrested in the break-in.
Democratic national headquar-|’ .

RN ,defendants.
Continued on Page 20, Column 2’ |

Continued From Page 1, Col. 3,
ters on June 17, 1972. “
‘Dean told ‘the committee
that the president had said that'
$1-million would not be too,
much to pay for those arrested;
for the break-in to keep them'
silent. The President, Dean!
went on, krew also that ex-
ecutive clemency had been
promised in return for silence.

Dean said that Mr. Nixon had
congratulated him on the “good
job” he had done in limiting
the authorities’ investigation of
:the break-in. .
This testimony has been de-
nied and the prosecutor’s search{
iforconfirmation has led to thel
.confrontation between the Pres-|
‘ident ‘and the prosecutor over
Ithe White House tape record-
lings of conversations between
the President and other per-
sons.

It is not entirely clear that
Dean will be permitted to be a
witness if those tapes are not
turned over. A Federal judge in|
‘New York hinted yesterday!
j‘that without the tapes, hei
might bar Dean as a witness in
the obstruction of justice trial.
.of Mr. Mitchell and Maurice H.
Stans. Mr. Cox declined com-
'ment on the issue today, saying
he wanted to see precisely
what the judge had said.
~The contours of the Cox-
Dean bargain began to" unfold
this morning in the courtroom
of Chief Judge John J. Sirica
of the Federal District Court
here. By 10 A.M. the room was
filled with participants and]
with persons who had been|

about to happen.
Six Acts Tied to Dean

Mr. Dean's attorney, Charles
N. Shaffer, read into the rec-
ord a letter dated yesterday in
which Mr. Cox formally offered
the bargain: The Government;
would “accept a guilty plea” to
the single count to “dispose of
all other potential charges
which might otherwise arise|
out of the investigation of the
so-called Watergate incident
‘and the alleged cover-up.” :

Judge Sirica read the formal}
charges. The conspiracy to
thwart the investigation, the
judge read, was carried' out in
various ways, as follows:

gSuborning perjury.

gGiving and concealing evi-
dence in the trial before Judge
Sirica last winter of the men

gOffering clemency to the

gPaying to keep the arrested
men silent (James F. Neal, the|

sponsible for the Dean . case,
Jater put the payments at
$450,000). :

| gAsking the Federal Bureau

{#ral Intelligence Agency to pro-

¥ s

forewarned that something was|

ation Tor 1ntormation.

of Investig _ get.,the, Cen-

. gAttempting to |
vide the money for the pay-
ments.

In furtherance of the con-
spiracy, Judge Sirica coqtmued,
Dean had committed six spe-
cific acts. Among other things,
e T e

{the judge read, Dean had asked
the deputy director of the
CIA. whether the agency
could use “covert funds” to pay
the .bail and salaries of the
arrested men. 3
" The list of overt acts itself
indicated the additional crimes
for which Dean could have
been prosecuted. One .aot, f.o'r
instance, was his meeting witl
Jeb Stuart Magruder of the
Nixon campaign staff to ar
range for Magruder
testimony before

lead to De-an’s
'suborning perjury.
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Archibald Cox, Watergate
prosecutor, leaving court
in Washington after John
W. Dean 3d plgaded
guilty yestérday.
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tlsum up

's perjured

the grand

jury, an act that could have

ot prosecution for
& i

.The charges read, Judge
Siricajegiled " in™Mr. Neal. to
ip the evidence against,
Dean. Mr. Neal, who res;«gned
today, for personal reasons,
noted that the co-conspirators
included both Magruder and
Frederick C. Larue, specxal
assistant to Mr. Mitchell, ‘both
of whom have already pleaded
guilty to the conspiragy, as
well as “others” unnatied.

Both - Mr. Neal ‘and’ Mr.

!Shaffer“said that the prosecu-
‘tion had made no promises to
‘Dean regarding sentence. Then,

after Judge Sirica asked the
. defendant the customary gques-
| tions regarding the voluntari-
| ness of the plea; the clerk took
~ over. “How do you plead?” he

“asked. :

“] plead guilty,”
plied. o

President Nixon dismissed
Dean last spring. At that point,
and for months to come, the,
Ilawyer held out for a full grant.
{of immunity from prosecugion
before he would agreeq to
testify, saying he refused %’Ee
made the "‘scapegoa}t.” s&The
Senate gave him immil ity !
from prosecution based on -;the‘
use of his Senate testimony,
but Mr. Cox held out, insisting
on the-bargain that Deamnac-
cepted today. obis
In a written statementiidis-
tributed after court recessed,.
Dean- explaingd, “Events have
resolved that matter, and I
have confidence that I canmot
and will not be made’ -the
scapegoat.” He said, ‘_chot_lgih,
that. he probably could :have
escaped conviction on . T_*,lega:b%
technicalities,” but ‘that that
would have been a ‘“shallow
victory.” o v inwinsh
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»John*W. Déan. 3d leavmg Federal Court in Washington
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with his wife after he pleaded guilty to conspiracy.




