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John Cornelius Sten-
nis, named by the Presi-
dent last night to verify
his summary of the Wa-
tergate tapes, is a silver-
haired grandee of the U.S.
Senate who has experience
investigating national
scandals.

Stennis, 72, who is recov-
ering from a near-fatal bul-
let wound suffered in a hold-
up in front of his home,
was tapped three years ago
for a job nobody wanted —
to chair the inquiry into
whether the Senate should

censure a fellow senator, the

late Thomas Dodd (Dem-
Conn., accused of convert-
ing campaign funds into per-
sonal use.

Described by his col-
leagues as “fair,” “honest,”
and ‘“‘a very decent guy,”
the Mississippl veteran of 25
years in the Senate went out
of his way to give Dodd ev-
ery chance to defend him-
self. More important than

Dodd’s censure, Stennis’ in-.

quiry gave birth to a new
code of éthics for senators’

financial holdings and out-
side interests.

In his statement announc-
ing his compromise plan for
the tape recordings, which
contain his Watergate con-
versations with key aides,
President Nixon called Sten-
nis ‘“‘a’distinguished man,
highly respected by all ele-
ments -in American life for
his = integrity, his fairness
and his patriotism ...”

It will be Stennis’ task,
Mr. Nixon declared, “to sa-
tisfy himself that the state-
ment prepared by me ...
does indeed include fairly
and accurately anything on
the tapes that might he re-
garded as related to Water-
gate ...”

In a statement issued
after learning about
Mr. Nixon’s plan, Stennis
declared: “If I am called on
to listen to the tapes and
certify as to their content, I
will consider it a eall to duty
and render the best service I
can.” He said he hadn’t per-
fected a “plan of eperation”

‘to carry eut his task. S‘and

therefore cannot elaborate
further on it now.”
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SENATOR JOHN C STENNIS (DEM-MISS.)
Respected by colleagues, experienced investigator

The courtly senator was
wounded January 30 and un-
derwent six hours of sur-
gery. He recovered despite a
worsening in his condition

- during early February and

resumed his Senate duties
September 5. Three youths
were charged with attemp-
ting to kill him.

One has been sentenced to
15 years in prison, another
has pleaded guilty and the
third is awaiting trial.
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