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Washington Post Staff Writer

. Former White House aide
Egll (Bud) Krogh pleaded in-
nocent yesterday to charges
that he lied under oath about
the burglary by the White
House “plumbers” at the of-
fices of Daniel Ellsherg’s. psy-
chlatrlst

"U.S. District Court Judge
Gerhard A. Gesell heard the
plea, voiced plans for a speedy
trial and released Krogh on
hlS own recognizance.

“Predicting vindicatio n,
Krogh 34, said he was
“confident of my  innocence

and . looking forward to
provmg 1t ¢

Krogh who headed the se-
cret “plumbers” unit at the
White House, has acknowl-
edged responsibility for the
break-in attempt, but con-
tended that he was acting as
“an officer of the United
States” in defense of national

security,

- Conducted over the 1972 La-
bor Day weekend by a team
headed by Watergate conspira-
tors E. Howard Hunt and G.
Gordon Liddy, the California
burglary was aimed at secur-
ing pyschiatric records on

Ellsberg, who ‘had been in-
dicted for = leaking  the
“Pentagon Papets” ‘to  the
press.

In an affidavit subrmtted at
Ellsberg’s ' ‘trial . last May,
Krogh adl‘mtted ordering the
break-in. ' Under questioning
by government prosecutors in
a depos tion for the Watergate
grand jury last year, however, |
he denied' :@knowledge of
Hunt’s and Liddy’s travels to
California‘ in connectmn with
the incident.

He was indicted ‘here last
week on charges of making
“false declaratlons ”Krogh
has also been indicted by a
state grand. jury in Los Ange-
les in connectlon wzth the
break-in. o

His lawyer Stephen N.
Shulman sugqested ‘yesterday
that the  trial here be post-
poned’since Krogh may be in-
dicted here again bn broadm*‘
federal charges involving the
burglary. Unless the  federal
indictments are, consohdated
Shulman said, “Krogh™ may
have to stand tr1a1 three times
instead of just twice! ‘

Judge Gesell showed little
inclination to wait and said he
hoped to hold the trial in late
November. He set: :Nov. 13 for.

a hearing on any, pre- trlal mo-

tions.

“I’s not aware of any com-
plexity in this case,” Gesell
said of the two-count false dec- |
larations indictment.

“The defenses are rather
complicated,” Shulman said.

“We’ll determme whether
there ‘are defenses, Mr. ‘Shul-
man,” the judge replied,




