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BY REBOZO ON C1FT

Fmds Hughes Aid. Handled

Properly, WarrenSays

’ By JOHN HERBERS -~ |

" ?bpecial to The'New York Times

W;ASHINGTON Oct. 17--Th§|"
Wh;te House said today “that}

Pres’tdent Nixon was confidenty
that: his friend, C. G. Rebazo
had;acted properly in receiving
a @100 000 gift from Howard R.
Hughes, the billionaire recluse.

Gerald L. Warren, -the Presi-
dent’s spokesman, made the
statement toward the . end | of a
heated and prolonged exchange
thh reporters on the propriety
of the gift, which Mr. Rebozo
has said was_ intended ag a
campaign contribution for_the
President but was kept in a
safety deposit box unused for
three years and then returned.
. After refusing to answer sev-
eral questions as to whether
Mr,’ Nixon thought his friend
and+neighbor in Key Biscayne,
Fla; had acted properly, Mr.
Warren finally said: “I thought

¥ jusinessman who assisted Mr.

Lnd had been kept in a safe

this:need not be spoken but of
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%«;ourse the chsriem is umﬁ-‘
dent that Mr. Rehozo acted ml
~he proper Jrashion ;

President’s Knowledge

Mr., Warren said yesterday,;_

‘vithout supplying any detail,.
~hat the President had learnedii
sgrlier this year of the gift,|
vhich was made in two pay-!
wents, the last in 1970. Under‘
t barrage of questions today,
Ar. Warren said that the Presi-|
lentt had learned of the gift
wfore Mr. Rebozo had re-f
urned it and had also been;
nfox‘mcd when the money was'
ent ‘back to the donor. I

-But Mr. Warren would nei-

her say whether Mr. Nixon had
wdered the. money returned nor
nswer_a series of. other ques-
ions on the subject.
"“This is a story that has
one on too long, as far as I
. concerned,” Mr. Warren
aid;in an unsuccessful effort
o stap the questions.

The existence of the gift was
fisclosed recently in testimony
nwa clvil suit in Los Angeies,
n which a former Hughes exec-
itive, Robert A. Maheu, is suing
-Ar. Hughes on a libel charge.
Ar. Maheu said the money had
een providd forthe use of th(—:I

“resident.
Testimony by Rebozo
- Mr. Rebozo, a millionaire

»Jxon in the purchase of his
“yomes in Florida and San Cle- |;
+ qente, Calif., told investigators
~or Lhc Scnate Watergate com-
. dittee that the money had been
+ntended for either the 1970
mngressmnal campaigns or the
15972 Premdcntxal campaigns.
fe said it had never been used

ileposit box until it was Tre-

rirned.

; The statement by Mr. Warren
oday that Mr. Nixon was con-
mct}t that Mr. Rebozo had
1Ltc<i properly was considered
significant because a number of
‘juesfions have been raised
“1bout. both the legality and the
r)mprxety of the gift.
: 1@1@ are at least three pos-
'1b111131e< that the gift could be
*llegal; if Mr. Rebozo’s account

§s tr{ze They are the following:

it was all in corporate

the donation would have
violation- of the Fed-

.campaign  contributions

hen in cffcvt whiLh fo'

it was an individual do-
tion, a gift tax should have
-cen paid on everything above
+$3.000.

QUnless  the mﬂ were to- a

1mpamn Committee oparating >
Jlv in one state it should have!
ween reported and made a pub-
Yc récord as. part of the cam-
mmyg 1cvmr‘tm° requirements.
*, A@ggfax 3 ‘mvom knows, Mr.
ebazo hag never held any po-|:
sitiontion - ;1 campaign commit-
eerfor. a party or individual.
gr,. at’ the txme Lhe aift
geeived, the Ha

asmo acqu smon nat womri

"E‘OUU‘C Gover nmwt dD”)l’)Vc}

Fol?‘owin" are excerpts from|
part of the exchange today wnmi'
Mr. Warren: I

Q. Did the President. thon.,
after-learning thatMr. ‘Rebozo"
had received tife money did|
the President then instruét Mr.|
'Rebozo tq return the money Lo,
Mr. Hughe59 .

A. In all due.fespect, therel
have Deen hundreds of ques-|
tions asked of’the President’s!
spokesman dating back’ ror
vears and years and years’! |

Q. I am not talking about the|
earlicr money, I am just talking|
about This money. f
~ A. I know what you are talk-|
ing about and I want you to|
know what I am talking about.|
This keejas\\ oming up and keeps
coming up and keeps coming|
up. Now there -has been testi- |
mony or eposﬂtxon or informa-!

tion given by Mr. Rebozo to!
the committee, which promptly|
zave it to the news media. That;‘
is where the maiter stgmds;‘
and I have given you the Presi-
dent’s standpoint of thi’c. |

Q. Is the money that Mr.!
Rebozo. received. from. Mr.
Hughes ‘only one -of a number
of such sums_he received from

-other millionaires for thé: Presi-
dent’s use in some fashion or
other? )

A. T have no idea. I would
doubt it very much, but I would
have no idea.

Q. When did the President
learn that the money had been
returned, as distinct from when
he-was told?

A. 1 am not going to address
this whole subject. Ihazg gone
far enough on it.

Q. You won't say wﬁethm
the President got an explana-

tion’ from Mr. Rebozo, as to
why the campaign money was
not used in the campaign?

A. T am sorry, this subject
jusfkeeps popping up afkeep
growing.

i Q. You have said that the
|questions of money and Mr.
[Hughes go back many jears.
{Something else that goes back,
a good many years are thel

: 'Premdents very frequent trips|

to Key Biscayne. On virtually
every one of them he has_spent
a grédt deal of time with Mr.

: [Rebozo Does the President and

Ido you really expect the Amen-‘
[can“people to believe that in!
all those wyears of the most
frequent and intimate contact
that Mr. Rebozo never told the
Pr esmgzg}t he had this money in
his box?

A. Yes, because I? happens to
Ibe the truth,

I! Q. You have referred at least|
ja couple of times and.maybe|
!more in this briefing to the fact
,that it -is your contention that
this story has gone for many,
many years, and I trust you are
equating this $100,000 some-

A.No, I am talking about all
those Hughes things that keep
‘popping up from time to time.
That is what I am talking about.

Q.Then T understand you, cor-
rectly, and I am wondering
what is the connection? I may
be a little dense, I don’t see the
‘connection between Hughes
jgiving Rebozo $100,000 and the

loan’to Donald Nixon [a Hughes
loan made to the President’s

[brother in the early nineteen-

|

sixties, but never repald]
AuWell, there isn't any, and

that is the pomt I'am trying to

make. |




