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Nixon Held Confident Rebozo

UCT 1 8 1973

Acted in No ‘Impmpw Way |

By Lou Cannon
Washington Post Staff Writer
The White House said yes-
terday that President Nixon
was “confident” that his close|
friend, C. G. (Bebe) Rebozo |
“did not act in any improper

way” in keeping a $100,000 |.

supposed -campaign  contrib-|
ution from billionaire Howard
Hughes in his safe deposit
box. :

White House spokesman
Gerald L. Warren at first de-
clined to respond to questions
about Rebozo and said, “This

a story that has gone on too-
long, as far as I am con-
cerned.” I

But when reporters at t«hei
daily White House briefing1
persisted in questioning him .
about Rebozo, Warren ex- !
pressed pre51dent1a1 confi-
dence in Rebozo’s actions.

“Now the answer is that I
thought this need not be spo-
ken, but of course the Presi-
dent is confident that Mr. Re-
bozo acted in the proper fash-
ion,” Warren said.

Rebozo, in a five-hour inter

view with investigators of the
‘Senate Watergate committee

‘on Oct. 8, said that he re-
turned the contribution, in-!
stead . of giving it ot Mr.

Nixon, dfter storing it for
lmore than three years in his
isafe deposit box. The money

was returned, Rebozo is re-
ported to have said, because it
had become an embarrass-
merit.

that the President
aware” of the Hughes contrib-
ution after the 1972 election,
made it plain yesterday that

“ihe didn’t want to discuss the

issue any more.
“This keeps coming up and

" |keeps coming up and keeps

coming up,” Warren . said at
one point. At another he said,
“This subject just keeps pop-
ping up and keeps growing.”
Rebozo, a millionaire Flo-
rida busmessman is Mr. Nix-
on’s next-door nelf’hbor in
Key Biscayne. He frequently
entertains the President

Lobo II, and is considered Mr,

Nixon's closest companion.
Along with Robert Abplanalp,

another millionaire friend of

.|the President, Rebozo put up

the money that 'enabled Mr.
Nixon to ¥uy his homes at
San Clemente and Key Bis-
cayne,

The Nixon administration
twice reversed the recommen-
dations of two federal bank
examiners that a group of Flo-
rida businessmen be granted a
charter to open a bank that
would complete with the mo-
nopoly Key Biscayne bank run
by Reboze.

Warren, who said Tuesday :
“became

aboard his yacht, the Coco |

Warren was asked yesterday_

about the bank charter and
replied, “There was no White
House involvment whatso-
ever.”

Mortimer Fried, a lawyer
who is one of those seeking to
establish the second bank, said
earlier this week that he be-
lieved political influence had
something to ‘do with his fail-
ure to obtain a charter.

Comptroller of the Currency
James E. Smith denied Fried’s
allecation. But Smith, re-
sponding to a letter from
House Banking Committee
Chairman Wright Patman (D-
Tex.) agreed to make all re-
cords of the bank charter case
available to Pa‘cmans commit-
tee.

“At this point I do not have
any data which would either
refute or support the position
taken by your office and I am |
in - no way prejudging the
case,” Patman wrote.




