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His Own Telephone Was Tapped|

%s}b%ﬁ'old Him

By JOHN M.

WASHINGTON, Oct. 15 —
Justice William O. Douglas of
the Supreme Court declared in
an opinion today that he had
once been told by Lyndon B,
Johnson that the late Presi-
dent’s telephone had been
tapped, and Mr. Douglas voiced
his own belief that “the con-
ference room of this Court has
been ‘bugged.’” i
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fendant in a criminal case who
maintained that her attorneys.
had been subjected to electron-
ic surveillance by the Govern-
ment. .

The assertions by Justice
Douglas were contained in a|
single sentence in his seven-
page opinion. “I am indeed
morally certain,” it read, “that
the conference room of this

The surprise disclosures were
delivered ‘without ‘elaboration
in an opinion attacking the Nix-
on Administration as “a re-
gime where the ‘dirty business’
of wiretapping runs rampant.”

The white-haired jurist, who
will 'be 75 years old tomorrow,
made his unusually strong re-
marks in a dissent from the
Court’s decision to deny the

Court has beén ‘bugged;’ and
President Johnson during his
term in the White House as-
serted to me that even his
phene was tapped.”

It was unclear whether Jus-
tice’ Douglas had wunderstood
Mr. Johnson to mean that his
telephone had been monitored
before he. came fo the White
i
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House or while he was Presi-
dent, and there was no indica-
tion of whom the President be-
Ii-leve-d to have been responsi-
ble.

The Justice’s office said that
it had received a number of
queries about -his allegations,
but that Justice Douglas would
not-
to respond to any of them.
one former high
Government official with de-
tailed knowledge of the opera-
tions of the Federal Bureau of
Investigation, under J. Edgar
Hoover, its late director, pro-
vided a few clues: about the
probable
Douglas’s remarks concerning
President Johnson..

“Johnson periodically would|
indicate his suspicion that his
phone had been tapped,” the
former official said, recalling
that the matter came up sev-|

ver, the former official replied
that “the question surfaced
most often in his mind during
the Bobby Baker case.”

Baker Case Recalled

Robert G. Baker, whom Mr.
Johnson -‘described as “my
strong right arm,” was secre-
tary to the Senate Democrats
when the late President served
as majority leader. Baker was
convicted in 1967 of tax eva-
sion, theft and conspiracy after
being charged with using his
position to obtain money and
favorable treatment for his out-
side business interests.

" The former official went on
to raise the possibility that
Mr. Hoover might have told
Mr. Johnson that his telephone

was a Senator even though it
was untrue — something that
would account for the remark
that Mr. Douglas reported to-

he had used during his 1968
bugged. :

said, “but it was an old trick

trué or not.”

had been tapped by an oppo-

sition Administration while he bug it, I wouldn’t tell you, but|:
the fact is we did not. "

enormous risk? he asked, not-
ing that advance information|
day. lon how the Court planned to|’

The former official noted re-|decide a case would be of no
cent .reports that President|use to a President or Attorney
Nixon was told by Mr. Hoover General, who by that point|
shortly after taking office in|would be.able to do nothing to
1969 that one of the airplanes]alter the Court’s decision.

Presidential campaign had been{something like that],” he went
i on, “it would have wiped us
That never happened,” he|out, Hoover and all.”

of J. Edgar's—he liked to telilthe F.B.I. also dismissed Justice
a man what he desperately|Douglas’s accusations as im-
wanted to hear, whether it was|plausible.” “Hoover was a very
tough, very wily guy,” one said,

As for the Supreme Court’s|“but he would not, God forbid,
conference room, the former of- bug the. Supreme Court and cer-
ficial- declared that “if we did tainly not the President.” - :

“Why would we run such an

“If we were ever caught [at

Other sources familiar with

eral times in conversations be-
tween the President and Mr.
Hoover.

“The truth of ‘the matter,”
he continued, “is that we never
did—God almighty, no. That|
suspicion was ill-founded. But
some people get that idea into
their heads and they just can’t
get it out.”

The late President’s concern,
‘the went on, was not with!'
whether he had been under sur- |
/|veillance while in the White!
‘|House, but rather one of, “Did |
you have a wiretap on me!
when I was in the Senate?”
Mr. Johnson was first elected
to the Senate from Texas in}.
1949, 'and became the Demo-
cratic leader there four years;
later, a post he held through-
out the Republican Administra-
tion of President Eisenhower. |
Asked at what point during]:
his Presidency Mr. Johnson had
raised the matter with Mr. Hoo-




