Following s the text of
last night’s address by former
Vice President Spiro Agncw:

Five years ago you ga\*ﬂ
me the greatest honor of my
life by electing me Vice
President of the United
States. 1 do not want o
spend these last momentri
with you in a paroxysm of
bitterness, but I do think
there are matters related to
my resignation that are mis-
understooa. It is important
to me, and I believe to the
country, that these miscon-
ceptions be corrected.

Later this summer my
ness to continue in office
came under attack when ac-
cusations against me made
in the course of a grand
jury investigation were 'im~
properly - and unconscion-
ably leaked in detail to the
news media.

I might add that the at-
tacks were increased Dy
dailv publication of the
wildest rumor and specula-
tion, much_of it bearing no
resemblance too the infor-
mation heing given the prose-
cutors.

All this was done with full
knowledge that it was preju-

- dicial to mv civil rights. The
news media editorially de-
plored these violaticns of
the traditional secre¢y of
such investigations. But at
the same time many of the
most prestigious of them
were ignoring their own
counsel by publishing every :
leak they could get  their
hands on.

From time to time I made
public denials of those scur-
rilous and, inaccurate re-
ports, and challenged the

credibility of their sources. I
have consistentlv renewed
those denials, last doing so
at the hearing in the United
States District Court.

There, in a response {o a
statement of the prosecu-
tor’s case. I stated that, with
the exception of my decision
not to contest the 1967 fax
charge, I flatly and categori
nU\«- denied the assert
of illegal acis on my part
made by the govern 1
witnesses.

I repeat and T emphasi:
that denial of wrong doing
tonight.

Notwithstanding that the
government’s case for extor-
tion, bricery and conspiracy
rested entirely on the festi-
mony of individuals who
had already confessed to
criminal acts and who had
been granied total or partial
immunity in exchange for
their testimony against me,
their accusations. which a
not independently corrobo-
rated ov jested by eross ex-
amination, have bheen pub-
lished and hroadcast as in-
disputable fact.

This has been done even
though such accusations are
not.a provable part of .t,he
single count of tax evasion,
which I saw fit not to con-
test, and which was the only
issue on which 1 went to
court.

o

Up until a few days ago. T
was determined .to fi
my integrity and my ¢
whatever the costs. The 40’1
fidence that millions of vou
expressed 'encouraged me,
and no rds can convey
the ani T
family and I will always feel

for your. outpommg of sup-

port.
Public Interests

However, after hard delib-

eration and much prayer. 1
concluded several days ago
that the public interests and
the interests of those who
mean the most to me would
best be served by my step-
ping down.

The constitutional formal-
ities of that decision were
fulfilled last Wednesday
when i tendered my resigna-
tion as Vice President to the
Secretary of State. )

The legal sanctions neces-

- sary to resolve the contest,
sanctions to which I am sub-
ject like any other citizen
under our American system,

were fulfilled that same day -

when I pleaded nolo con-
tendere and accepted the
judgmentoof the federal
court for a violation of the
tax taws in 1667 when I was
governor of maryvliand.
While I'm fully aware that
the plea of nolo contendere
© was the equivalent of a plea
of guilty for the purpose of
that negotiated proceeding
in baltimre, it does not rep-
resent a confession of any
guilt whatever for any other
purpose.
1 made the plea because it
was the only way to quickly
resolve the situation,

Image Stressed

In this technological age,
image becomes dominant.
Appearance supersedes real-
ity. An  appearance of
wrong-doing, whether true
or falsé,in fact, is damaging
to any man. But more im-
portant it is fatal to a. man
who must be ready at any
moment to step  in.o the
presidency. )

The American people de-
serve to have a Vice Presi-
dent who commands their
unimpared confidence and
imaplicit trust. For more
than two months now, vou
have not had such a Vice
President.

Had I remained in offi e,
and fought to vindicate my-
self through the courts and
the Congress, it would have
meant suaJectmO’ the coun-
try te a further agonizing

ericd of months without an
unclouded successor for the
presidency.

This I eould not do, de-
spite my tormented Verbal
assertion in Los Angeles.
Critical Time

To put his country
throuzh the ordeal of divi-
sion and uncertainty that
that entailed would be a
selfish and unpatriotic ac-

- tion {or any man in the begt

of times.

ht for

on that my

But at this especiatiy crit-
ical tims, with a dangerous
war raging in.the Mid East,
and with the nation still
torn by the wrenching expe-
riences of the past vear, it
would have been intole

So [ chose, instead. not to
contest 1(1mall\' the accusa-
tions azZainst me.

My plea last week in cou t‘t ‘

was exawrly that. Not an ad-
mission of guilt, but a plea
of no contest, done to still
the raginz storm. Delivering
myself for conviction in one
court on one count, the fil-
ing of a false income tax re-
turn for 3967.

But in addition to my con-
Jstitutional and legal respon-
“sibilities 'm also accounta-
ble to another authority,
that of the people them-
selves.

Tonight I'd like to try
briefly to give you the ex-
planation that ' you should
rightly have.

First a féw words about
government contractors and
‘und-raising appear to be in

l

eI

=

At every level of govern-
ment in this eountry—Iocal,
state and national—oublic
officials in high e tive
positions must make choices
in the course of carrying out
engineering and architec-
tural projects undertaken
for the public good.

Because they involve pro-
fessional people, these are
negotiated and non-bhid
awards.  Competition is
fieree. And the pressures for,
favoritism are formidabile.

I'm sure you realize that
| public officials who do not
possess large personal for-
tunes face the unnleasant
but unavoidabie nece ssity of
iaising substantial sums of
money to pay their cam-
paign and election exnenses,
In the forefront of those
: to contribute alwavs

1ave been the econtractory
5 ﬂ:ing non-bid -staie con-
tra

f‘m'md the insinuation
that I pocketed large sums
of money, which has never
heen proven and which [
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emphatically deny, the infri-
cate tangle of criminal
charges leveled at me,
which you have heen read-
ing and hearing about dur-
ing these past months, boils
down to the accusation that
I permitted my fund- Traising
activities any my contract
dispensing activities tp over-
lap in an unethical and au
unlawful manner. Perhaps,
judged by the new post
Watergate political moral-
ity, I did; but the prosecu-
tion’s assertion that I was
the initiator and gray emi-
nence in an unprecedented
and comlpex scheme of ex-
tortion is not realistic. Por-
traying the'  prosecution’s
witnesses, who have long
been experienced and ag-
gressive in Maryland polit-
ies, as innocent victims of il-
legal enticements from me
is enough to provoke incre-
dulous laughter from any
experienced political ob-
server.

rabie,




Shoddy schemes

All knowledgeable politi-
cians and contractors know
better than that. They know
where  the - questionable
propositions originate; they
know how many shoddy
schemes a political man
must reject in the course of
carrying out his office.

Vhat makes my accusers,
self-confessed bribe brokers,
extortionists and conspirat-
eors, believable — and their
stories have been treated as
_gospel by most of the media
—particularly when they
have been encouraged to
lessen their punishment by
accusing someone else?

- Let me reiterate here that
I have never — as County
Executive of  Baltimoere
County, as governor of the
Shate of yland, or as
Vice President of the United
States — enriched myself in
betrayal of my public trust.
My current net worth, less
than $200,000, is modest for
a person of my age and posi-
tion. Every penny of it can
be accounted for from law-
sources. Moreover, my
standard of living through-
out my political career has
been demonstrably modest
and has been open to public
scrutiny during my public
life. In the government’s re-
citals against me, there are
no claims of wunexplained
personal enrvichment.
Resignation Explained:

But if all of this is true,
vour well might ask why I
did not resign and defend
myself in court as a private
citizen. I did consider that
very seriously. But it was
the unanimous judgment of
my advisers that resignation
would carry a presumption
of guilt sufficient to defeat
a defense on the merits. I'm
afraid what 1 have been
reading and hearing per-
suades me they were right.

By taking the course of
the nolo plea, I have spared
my family great anguish
and, at the same time, have
given the President and the
Congress the opportunity to
select on yvour behalf a new
Vice President who can fill
that Office unencumbered
by ‘controversy. I hope to
1ave ‘econtributed to focusing
America’s attention and en-
ergies back to where they
belong — away from the
personal troubles of Ted Ag-

new and back on the great

tasks that confront us as a
Nation.

As the country turns hack
to those tasks, it is fortunate
indeed to do so under the
leadership of a ‘President
like Richard Nixon.

Since events began to
break in August, the Presi-
dent has borne a heavy bur-
den in his attempt to be
hoth fair to me and faithful
to his oath of office. He has
done his best to accommo-
date human decency without
sacrificing legal rectitude.

He has said to me in pri-
vate exactly what he has
stated in publie, that the de-
cision was mine alone to
make. Having mow made
that decision, I want to pay
tribute to the President for
the restraint'and the com-
passion which he hasg dem-
onstrated in our conversa-

tions about this difficult
matter. The revorts from
unidentified | sources that
our meetings were un-
friendly and even vitriolic
are comple >

it press to
the President and to all of
gret for any
> ‘which the con-
troversy surrounding me
may  have caused in the

country’s pursuit of the.

great goals of peace, pros-
perity and progress which
the Nixon administration
last year was overwhelm-
ingly reelected to pursue.

Yet our great need at this
time is not for regret, which
looks-to the past, but for re-
solve, which faces up to the
future. The first challenge
we face as a mation is to
summon up the political ma-
turity that will be required
to confirm and support the
new Vice President.

Wise Nomination .

Under the newly applica-
ble 25th Amendment to the
Constitution, for the first
time in our history, in the
event of the President’s
death or disability his suc-
cessor will be someone cho-
sen by the President and
confirmed by the Congress,
not someone elected by the
people.

In choosing Gerald Ford,
the President has made a
wise nomination. The Re-
publican House leader has
earned the respect of the en-
tire Congrss, as well as
those in the Executive
Branch who have come in
contact with him during his
long and distinguished -ca-
reer, Jerry Ford is an emi-
nently fair and capable indi-
vidual—one who stands on
principle, who works effec-
tively and non-abrasively for
the achievable result, He
will make an excellent Vice
President, and he is clearly
qualified to undertake the
highest office should the oc-
casion require it.

After the Vice Presidency
is filled, the next question
for Americans will be

- whether we are able to

profit from this series of
painful experiences by un-
dertaking the reforms that
recent tragedies cry for.
Will' recent events form
the crucible out of which a
new8system of campaign fi-
nancing is forged, a system
in which publie funding for
every political candidate re-
moves any opportunity for
evil or the appearance of
evil? I sincerely hope 'so.
Will the furor about cam-

paign contributions drama-,

tize the need for State and
local governments across
the country to close the
loopholes in their laws
which invite abuse or suspi-
cion of abuse in the letting
of lucrative contracts to pri-
vate businesses? Again, I
hope so. I remember closing
one such loophole regarding
the awarding of insurance
contracts when I  was
County Executive of Balti-
more County.

Will my nightmare-come-
true bring about a healthy
self-examination throughout
our criminal justice system
aimed at stopped prejudicial
leaks? Will the prosecutors
be restricted and controlled
in their ability to grant im-
munity and partial immu-
nity to coax from frightened

defendants accusations -

against higher targets?

Certainly, these proce-
dures need closer supervi-
sion by the courts and de-
fense counsel. As things
now stand, immunity is an
open invitation to perjury.
In the hands of an ambi-
tious prosecutor, it can
amount to legalized extor-
tion "and bribery. Again, I
would hope that such re-
forms might result.

If these beneficial
changes do flow from our
current national trauma,
then the suffering and sacri-
fice that I have had to un-

dergo in the course of all’

this will be worthwhile.

But regardless of what the
future may bring, nothing
can take away my satisfac-
tion of having served for
some 57 months as the see-
ond highest constitutional

officer of the greatest na-

tion on earth -—a satisfac-
tion deriving not from what
I did, but from what was
done for me by millions of
fine men and women whose -
beliefs and concerns I tried
to articulate, and from what
was done around me by a
great President and his Ad-
ministration in advancing
the cause of peace and well-
being for this country and
all mankind.
Only Good Foreseen

I believe that America has
always thrived on adversity,
and so I can foresee only
good ahead for this country,
despite my personal sorrow
at leaving public service and
leaving many objectives in-
complete,

Under this administration
which you have chosen and
in which I have been privi-
leged to serve, the longest
war in America’s history has
been brought to an honora-
ble end; and we are within
reach of the best chance for
lasting peace that the world
has had in a century and a
half. Both the abundance
and the quality of American
life dre pushing to new
highs.

Qur democracy with its
balanced federal system, its
separation of powers, and its
fundamental principles of
individual liberty, is work-
ing better than ever before.
Our bicentennial in 1976
will be marked by a chance
for the electorate to choose
among an unusually fine
group of potential leaders.

These are America’s
strengths and her glories,
which no amount of preoc-
cupation with her weak-
nesses can obscure.

Every age in American
history has had its political
crises and upheavals. They
all must have seemed like
massive  earthquakes to
those who stood at the epi-
center of the movement, but
they all left the foundations
of the Republic secure and
unshaken  when history
moved on.
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The resignation of a Vice
President, for example, is
insignificent compared with
the death of a President,
particularly one so great as
Lincoln, but I cannot help
thinking tonight of James
Garfield’s words to an audi-

By Ken Burgess—The Washington Post

Figufes compiled by federal officials for ants who plead nole contendere to tax
the year ended last June 30 show defend- evasion are sentenced to jail least often.

ence in /New York just fol-
lowing the announcement
that Lincoln had died.
Garfield, who was later to
be President himself, was
only a young Army officer
at the time of that great
tragedy in 1865, but he saw
clearly where this country’s
strength lay, and he ex-
pressed it all in these few
words to the frightened

crowd: “Fellow citizens!
God reigns, and the Govern-

merit at Washington still

lives.”

I take leave of you to-
night, my friends, in that
same sober but trusting
spirit. God does reign—1I
thank Him for the opportu-
nity of serving you in high
Office, and I know that He

will continue to care for thisfl‘,

. country in the future as He .~
has done so well in the past.-

The Government at Wash-
ington does live—it lives imt-
the pages of our Constitu--~
tion and in the hearts of out" -

citizens, and there it

ways be safe.
Thank you,
and farewell.

will al - -
good mnight



