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 SPIRO AGNEW BEFORE HIS SPEECH
The former vice president smiled for the cameras

‘Agnew on TV--
,Demes Any Crime

Washington
§piro T. Agnew told the

nation last night that he

had resigned the vice
presidency to give Presi-
dent Nixon an opportunity
to restore “umnimpaired
confidence and implicit
trust” in the office.-

The former vice president,
his eyes moist but his bear-
ing composed, told a nation-
wide television audience
that he was innocent of any
wrongdoing but that he ac-
cepted a conviction of in-
come tax evasion last week
to spare the nation further
agony.

He hailed Mr. Nixon_, _de‘-

clared . that wice: president
designate Gerald R.: Ford
was an “excellent choice,”
and declared his experience
had ‘not diminished his confi-
dence that American De-
mocracy “‘is kam«T better
than ever before.”

Agnew charged that wit-
nesses who have built a gov-
ernment case of tax fraud,

bribery . _ extortion
against #h vere ‘‘self-
confessed bribe brokers”

and the readiness to believe

their accusations within the

Department of Justice was
“not realistic.”

REFORM

He called, in a remarkable
anti-climax to. the personal
traged}_r he underwent last

* triolic”

i cas

week, tor refoiijis in
litical systém' to help th
tion profit from his ‘‘night-
mare come true,” and con-
cluded by saying “goodnight
and - farewell.”

In the 19 minutes that he
read from a prepared state-

- ment into the television

cameras, Agnew refrained
totally from the bitter and
blunt criticism of the Nixon
administration that he was

said to have voiced privately .

Sunday.
ARTICLE

[According to a copyright-
ed article in a Tennessee
newspaper, the former vice
president said that he had
been forced to resign by
pressure, as the articlepar-
aphrased -it. “From the

‘highest levels of the Nixon

administration.” .

In  Washington, that
phrase is customarily frans-
lated to mean the President.

But Agnew said last night
that he wanted to pay ‘‘trib-
ute” to the President for

- having shown “restraint and

compassion” during months
of the government’s investi-
gation of the vice president.
He called published ac-
counts of unfriendly or “vi-
meetings with the
President ‘completely
false.” -
-Moreover, Agnew. urged
the nation to support his suc-
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. article, Agnew was not quot—

ed directly. athis request. -
. DENIAL
Frank Van Der Linden,
the author of the article and ,
one ‘of the few journalists’

who had access to Agnew .

during his five years in the
Nixon administration, re-
ported that Agnew had de-
nied ever cheating on his
federal income tax returns. -

According to the article,
Agnew said he had been
pressured
conviction on the single
charge of tax evasion in ex-
change for the dropping of
all other charges — includ-
ing extortion and bribery —
being assembled.

He said he was told by
friends that the strategy
would be to allow Congress
to. impeach him and to re-
move him from office. Then
there would be almost no
way for him to get a fair
trial because the jury would
almost certainly follow the

into accepting -

congressional -lead and con-
viet him:
g SMILE
. Last night, the former
vice president appeared pale
and a bit edgy, but toward
the end of his televised re-
marks he managed a smile
and he said that he would
draw his inspiration from
the corhment of James A.
Garfield :on the death of
President Lincoln: i
“Fellow citizens, God
reigns, and the government

. in Washington still lives.”

Agnew did not rebut any
of the specific detailed alle-
gations lodged against him

in a summary filed by the

Department of Justice with
the federal judge who sen-
tenced Agnew last Wweek to
three years of unsupervised
probation and a $10,000 fine.

But he denied them as a
whole, and he said that to
portray him as the “initiator
and gray imminence’ of a -
scheme to rake funds from
contractors in return for fa-
vors was ‘‘enough to evoke
incredulous laughter.”

And he repeated his court-
room assertions that he nev-
er had “‘enriched myself in

betrayal of my public
trust.”
VERDICT

He said that he accepted
the verdict of guilt — but ad-
hered to a technical plea of
no contest that preserved his
own denial of wrongdoing —
on a single charge of income
tax .evasion — because the
nation could not tolerate
continued trauma.

His act, Agnew declared,
was born of a desire to “‘still
the raging storm.”

He said that in an elec-
tronic age, “image becomes
dominant, .appearance su-
percedes reality” and thus
the charges being made
againgt him in the news me-
dia were ‘‘fatal to a man
who must be ready at any
moment to step into the
presidency.”

Thus, he said. he ended
the turmoil by stepping out
of office and giving the
President the opportunity of
selecting a successor and
restoring some measure of
public frust.
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