Lonelywﬁg‘sstént Becomes Asset

Mathias Rides A nti-

By Douglas Watson
Washington Post Staff Writer

Two years ago there were
widespread rumors that
President Nixon might try
to purge Sen. Charles McC.
Mathias, the independent-
minded Maryland Ruplican
who has opposed the White
House on many keys votes.

Columnists Rowland Ev-
ans and Robert Novak
wrote that not since former
Sen. Charles Goodell (R-N.Y.)
“was defeated with White
House connivance has any
Republican so outraged Mr.
Nixon and his senior staff as
Mathias. The senator’s liber-
alism and tendency to bolt
party lines have bred ani-
mosity in the innner sanc-
tum.”
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Now, a year before Ma1y-
land’s senatorial election,
the talk has stopped that
Mathias would -face a seri-
ous-primary challenge from
the conservative wing of his
party.

Richard Allen, the state’s
conservative GOP national
committeeman who - disa-
grees with Mathias on many
issues, said last week, “I
might like to see somebody
take on Mathias if I thought
it was possible, ‘but my
guess is there is not gomg to
be any contest (in-next Sep:
tember’s Republican pri-
mary.)
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~dent Nixon sent a mesqa“e

with Spiro T. Agnew: who
last week went from the na-
tion’s second highest’ Dbosi-
tion to a “no dontest” “plea
on a tax evasion charge in
addition:

@ Sen. J. Glenn ‘Beall Jr.,
Mathias’ fellow - Maryland

- Republican in the Senate,

has had his .own problems:
tion  for integrity,  One
The Washington Star-News

“Teported this summer that

Beall’'s 1970 campaign re-
ceived $140,000 in cash
raised by Herbert W. Kalm-
bach, President. Nixon’s for-
mer lawyer, and distributed :
by White House aide.

‘Beail thus’ far  has ac-
vknowlﬁdzed receiving sub-
‘stantial contributions, -while
maintaining that all funds.
contributed weére properly -
handied.

¢ Rep.. William. O. Mills,

another Maryland Repubh»
‘can, comrmitted suicide this
spring after the press re-
ported that his campaign in
1971 received a+$25,000 con-
tribution that was arranged
through the White House by
Interior Secdetary Rogers
C.B. Morton but never re-

_ ported as required by law.

¢ Rep. Marjorie S. Holt,
another Maryland Repubh-
can, also has received bad
publicity! by -charges from
her former Bemocratic op-
ponent, Werner Fornos, that
he vxa_ omeared by Holt sup-

mou anv involvement in: the
alleged activity, which- is be-
ing investigated, - by - the .
Anne [ Arundel’ (oum_v
state’s attorney.

e Alexander Lankler the
former ‘Republican state bt
chairman, resigned this vear
after acknowledging that re-
portm'f of contributigns to-
an Agnew. - fund-raiser - last.
vear was deliberately falsi-
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-GOP’s . problems. does not
mean the Democrats do not
have their own. With the

"federal prosecutors in Baltis,

moere intending. to continue

" the prebe that ‘brought. Ag-
hew to. court,:
“County Executive Dale.An-

« Baltimore

derson-may’ not be the only
prominent Democrat to be
indicted.”) \
Mathias’ “Mr. Clean” im-
age has made him, thus far
at least, an exceptlon to the
conciusion of many political
pros that all incumbent offi-
ceholders, ¥ regardless of
Pparty, have been hurt by the

“public Cvnicism generated

by the Watergate and Ag-
new scandals.

.The political . -advantages
of Mathias® previous outspo-
kenness were demonstrated
at a fund-raiger last. May. at-

Mathias ‘supporters who
raised $115,000 . for his re-
election campaign.. Presi-

|
|

ptalsmﬂ Mathias and’ saying, "
“I am pleased to share Sen.

Mathias’ ‘sdme $trong com-

mitment ‘to’ the cause of -
good government.”

- Agnew, who. . reportedlv
had been even more dls-
pleased with Mathias than
was the President,  sent
words praising Mathias “for

-his “honesty, dedication-and:

willingness to stand up for

. his beliefs.” £

Whatever had been the i
Iikelihood of a White House- |
promoted purge, 1f seems !



that the changing political

realities “have ‘ended any; -
~such thoughts.. i
Mathias has. an-

nounced  his - candidacy for
re-election; but he does not

deny reports from his staff ..
' The bag you put elections in
- hasn’t been made yet. I have

that he intends to run for a
second s1x~year term.

Despite their general re-
spect for him, Democrats do
not, think Mathias is unbeat-
able. They point out that in
his 1968 election to the Sen-

ate — -after four terms in
the U.S. House — Mathias
‘got only 48 per cent of the
vote, with 39 per cent going

to former Sen. Daniel B.-

Brewster, the Dembocratié
candwlate and 13 per cent
to perenmal loser George P.
‘Mahoney.

The Democrats also have
the. advantage of a 70 per
“cent to 27 per cent edge-in

voter. ‘registration. over Re-~

publicans in Maryland, and
stromnger  party 'machinery,
particularily in the populous
Baltimore area. Moreover,
‘one Democrat suggests, the
primary'is a year away —
enough time for new issues
to arise that could hurt Mat-
hfas politically. g
Mathias had not been in-
vited to a single White
House function for more
than two years, but on Fri-
- day- night he was among
other senators and congress-
men on hand for President
Nixon’s announcement that

Rep. Gerdld Ford (R-Mich.)

would be nominated .for
. Vice President.

“Thmgs do have a hablt of

changing in politics,” Mat-
fiias said afterwards.
Mathias stressed in an in-
terview this weekend that
he’s not overconfident about

being re-elected. “Elections
aren’t won, a year ahead.

no illusions that this is a
foregone conclusion. It’s go-
ing to take a lot of hard
work.”

Mathias has many poten-
tial Democratic opponents,
though none has stepped

forward so far. Lt. Gov.
-~ Blair - Lee ( IIT, Maryland
© Comptroller Louis Goldstein
<and,  Maryland  Attorney

““General Francis Burch each
~ is a possibility. In .order to .
“challenge Mathias, each

would have to give up dun-
ning for re-election in his

- bresent. position and risk
- ending up‘with nothing.

Democratic Reps. Paul

- Sarbanes of Baltimore and
Goodloe E. Byron of Freder- -

ick County have been men-
tioned .as potential oppo-

nents, but :their aides say -

they are not at all interested
in taking on Mathias. “You
can forget that ’f sald a- By-
ron staffer.

Former Democratlc Sen.
Joseph D. Tydings, beaten
by Republican J. Glenn
Beall Jr. in 1970, reportedly
has considered trying for a
comeback  against Mathias,
now practicing law, Tydings

would . not be - giving up an-

elected office to run. Many
suspect Tydings, as well as a
number of other Democrats,
might rather wait to chal-

- Transportation

lenge Beall, whom they con-
sider more vulnerable.

The Democrats, of course,
will find a candidate, even if
one has to be drafted by
party leaders. 'Maryland
Secretary
Harry Hughes, a well-liked

party regular who formerly

was State Senate majority
leader, might be called on in
such circumstances.

The situation would be

“much different if there were

a conservative Republican
who appeared to be a* strong
primary challenger to Mat-
hias. The Democrats ‘would

"be much more confident

about running against a
more conservative Republi-
can than Mathias, who has
always won with considera-
ble support from Demo-
cratic voters.

Maryland Rep. Lawrence
J. Hogan -had been consid-
ered such a possible Repub-

' lican primary challenger for

Mathias, but Hogan recently
has made clear that he is in-
terested, instead, in running
for governor.

Mathias likes to point out

- that he frequently has sup-

ported the Nixon adminis-
tration,  but that he gets
most of the publicuty on the
times when he has not. In
1970 Mathias opposed the
President on such hot issues

~as the Supreme Court nomi-

nation of Harold Carswell,
the Cambodia invasion and
the administration’s re-
sponse to the Kent State
slayings.




