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New Possibility

For GOP in °76

By David S. Broder

Washington Post Staff Writer

In picking the veteran
House Republican Ileader,
Jerry Ford, to be the new
Vice President, President
Nixon rewarded one of the
most popular men in the Re-
publican ranks, offended al-
most no one—and just pos-
sibly added another name to
the Dbulging list of 1976
presidential hopefuls.

After the anncuncement,
Ford told reporters he had
informed Mr. Nixon that he
had “no intentions of run-
ning for President or Vice
President,” but White House
officials and other poli-
ticians tended to discount
that pledge.

Initial reaction among
both Republicans and Dem-
ocrats in Washington and
across the country indicated
strong approval of Ford as
a man who can easily be
confirmed by Congress and
who will—at least for now
—stir few fears or jeal
ousies among those whe
fancy themselves as future
Presidents.

Sen. Bob Dole of Kansas,
the former Republican na-
tional chairman, said Ford
“will be a great calming im
tluence for our party, which
wouldn’t hurt for a while.”

See POLITICS, A13, Col. 1
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vious presidential possibili-
ties, like New York Gov.
Nelson, A. Rockefeller and
former Texas Gov. John B.
Connally, Mr. Nixon won
the gratitude of- the other

presidential hopefuls in both
parties. |

~ A White House aide indi-
cated this may have been a
factor in Ford’s choice, say-
ing that if Mr. Nixon had
picked an obvious 1976 can-
didate this far in advance of
the next election, “he would
have been tearing up his
own political base.”
_Another high official said
1""‘01‘d was so eager for'the
vice presidency he volun-
teergd to foreswear any
presidential ambition if the
President wished. This offi-
cial said Ford was dis-
couraged from issuing any
such advance disclaimer,

But within an hour of last

night’s announcement,. Ford
?;old reporters he hagd ““no
1nteptions for 1976—no in-
tentions of running for -

' passing over moré" ob-:

President« or.. Vice
dent.”” N

Word of his declaration
appeared to disconcert some
White House officials, who
-had proclaimed Mr. Nixon’s
unwillingness to accede to
the demand from some con-
gressional Democrats for a
“caretaker” appointment..

Presidential counselor
Anne Armstrong said, “I
don’t see how anybody can
certainly think Ford is presi-
dential timber.”

Domestic adviser Melvin
R. Laird answered a ques-
tion about the likelihood: of

a 1976 presidential bid by °

Ford with a quick:
bet.”

“You
“He’s qualified to be

President,” Laird said, “and -

I would expect him to run.”

Another  White Houge
aide, who declined to ibe
guoted by name said, “He
wasn't a viable candidate
for President before 9
oclock. If he is now, it’s
dependent on how he con-
ducts himself:”

. The main_political- feac-
“tion“was- one~'of ‘bipartisan
reliefithatthe Brésidentshad

made ‘a choice which: ap-
peared 'likely to win" easy
confirmation in the Demo-
_cratic Congress. i
Republicans in all wings
of the party applauded the
. choice, mnoaing that Ford,

. in his years of stumping

for Republican congression-
al candidates, had shown
himself willing to aid any
GOP nominee of any philo-
sophy in any part of. the
country. )

Most Democrats appeared
ready to accept the nomi-
nee. Wisconsin Gov. Patrick
J. Lucey said, “Everything
considered, it’s probably a
pretty good choice.” Don
Fowler, the South Carolina
Democratic chairman, called
the choice “a pretty good
one—it offers an opportuni-
ty for the President to im-
prove his relations with
Congress.” Hall Timanus,
a George Wallace leader in
Texas, called Ford “a very
wise choice.” : '

Despite Ford’s stated re-
luctance on the night of.his
nomination to .plunge into
1976 politics, .most other
politicians said they. assumed

vice presidency, and
three years to build: on his
already’ extensive . friend-

. ships in party circles, Ford

has a’ chance to make him-
self the man to beat at the
1976  Republican National
Convention. P
“There’s no ‘%%tter place to
ran for President than from
the  vice presidency,”. said
Robert J. Keefe, “deputy

Presi- .

*

‘nomination.

chairman of the Demoeratic
National’ Committee. “So he
is, ex-officio, a candidate.”

The " last two retiring
Presidents, Dwight D. Eisen-
hower and Lyndon B. John-
son, saw their ‘vice presi-
dents; Richard Nixon 'and
Hubert H. Humphrey, suc-
ceed to the presidential
Neither, how-
ever,was elected from' the
No. 27job.

On“the other hand, Mr.
Nixon could honestly tell
other potential 1976 Repub-
lican contenders in the cour-
tesy calls he made yesterday
that Ford’s designation- did
not bar them from running,
or preclude their chances of
winning,

That field of potential
contenders includes Con-
nally, Govs. Rockefeller of
Ne wYork and Ronald Rea-
gan ‘of California, Sens.
Charles H. Percy of Illinois
and Howard H. Baker Jr. of
Tennessee; - Attorney  Gen-
eral Elliot I. Richardson
and - Indianapolis: Mayor
Richard G Tugar. | &

In advance of the Presi-
dent’s choice, most political
observers said that picking
either Rockefeller or Con.
nally — the pre-announce-
ment favorites — would be
taken: as! evidence of . Mr.
Nixon’s intention to  desig-
nate his own successor.

Because Ford would come
to the office as a relative
unknown to the general pub-
lic, the burden will be on
him to prove his qualifica-
tions to succeed to the presi-
dency-—if indeed that is his
goal. That means there will
be time: and opportunity for
others to put ‘together their
own campaigns.

Some of those who com-
‘mented last fight" noted
that the invitation to join
the Nixon administration
would not necessarily be
an unmixed blessing for
someone who clearly want-
ed to be the 1976 nominee.

Dr. George Willeford, theé
Texas Republican chairman,
said, “I think if John Con-
nally has presidential as-
pirations, the President did
pim a great favor in not
asking him to join the ad-
ministration at this time.”

The  President picked
Ford at 2 moment when his
own ' popularity with the
voters' is™at its lowest ebb
and:when he still faces ‘seri-
ous ' problems“ from. the
Watergate scandals, - °

As the new Vice Presi- .

dent, Ford would take on
the task of / defending. the
administration in the mid-

his
President—fare in that cam-
paign tould well determine
‘his..own chances ‘for the
nomination. :
There

was considerable

- speculation about the rea-

sons for Mr..Nixon passing
over Connally, the man gnost -
observers have tabbed as his
‘personal favorite to be' the
next, President.

- In the first 24 hours after
Vice President Agnew re-
signed, an unexpected de-
gree of resistance to Con-
nally  surfaced among both
Republicans and Democrats .
in )Congress. '

Connally said at his Texas
ranch last night that he was

“flattered” by _the opposi-
tion;7but White House
sources said the' ex-Demo-
crat: had passed the word
that he was not eager for a
“dog fight” over his nomina-
tion.

Connally himself said, “I
did not receive an offer and

I did not- turn, one down.”
Like ‘sl “the *others - men;
tioned in the 1976 Republi-
can sweepstakes, he praised
Ford’s qualifications for the
vice ‘presidency.

It contrast to the anti-
Connally reaction, Rockefel- :
ler turned up broad support
among Republican governors
. in the pre-selection com-

ments. Ody Fish, Wisconsin -

GOP national committee- !
man and a veteran party fig-
ure, said that showing made
Rockefelley “right now, far
and away the leader in the
presidential sweepstakes.”

One rather partisan source
—~California Democratic
"Chairman John Burton —
saw the,Ford nomination as
“severelv  hindering” Rea-
gan’s chances for nomina-
tion in 1976. P

Burton argusd that since
Ford “is not from the lib-
eral wing of the party and
will have three years to
build up his base around the
country, Reagan will have to
go, far to the right to out-
flank him. It severely dam-
ages Reagan’s chances, yvhich

is fine with me,” he said.




