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Following are the re-
marks by Mr. Nizon and
House Minority Leader
Gerald R. Ford last night:

The President: M mbers
of the Cabinet, members of
the Congress, members of
the diplomatic corps, all of
our distinguished guests
here in the East Room, and
my fellow Americans.

I've invited you here to-

night so that I could share
with all of you, not only in
this room but the millions
listening on television and
radio, my announcement of
the man whose name I shall
submit to the Congress to-
morrow for confirmation as
Vice President of the United
States.

I shall ask the Congress
tonight, and also when I
submit the name tomorrow,
to act as expeditiously as
possible on this nomination
because of the great chal-
lenges we face at home and
abroad today.

We live at a time in which

we face great dangers, but’

also a time of very great op-
portunities. We can be
thankful tonight that for the
first time in 12 years the
United States is ‘at peace
with every nation of the
world.

We can also be thankful
that we are in the midst of a
rising expansion of our
economy in which more
Americans have better jobs
at higher wages than at any
time in the history of our
country But also, on the

" particular time,

er: yocrats,

are to have peace in the

other side, we have to recog-
nize the fact that the peace
that we have worked so
hard to build, not only for
ourselves but for all the
world, is now threatened be-
cause of a new outbreak of
war in the Mideast. And
also, we must recognize the

fact that the prosp rity that -

we seek is plagued by an in-
flation which is a burden on
the family budget of mil-
lions of Americans.
Streng Leadership

This is a time, therefore,
fact that the prosperlty that

that we need strong and ef-

fective leadership, hecause
the hope of the world for
peace lies with the leader-
ship that we have here in
States of America. Never in
more needed a strong Amer-
war and without inflation—
lies in the need for strong
leadership in the United
Stateso f America. Never in
our history has the world
meore needed a strong aamer-
ica, a united America, with
both the power and the will
to act in the spirit that
made this a great country,
and that has kept it a free
country.

And that is why, at this
it is vital
that we turn away from the
obsessions of the past and
turn to the great challenges
of the future. This is a time
for a new beginning for
America, a new beginning in
which we all dedicate our-
selves to the tasks of meet-
ing the challenges we face,
elzmg the opportunities for

as much accomplishment as

le’s Farne
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greatness, and meeting the
dangers Whnrevm they are,
at_home or abroad. And I
am confident tonight, as I
stand here before leaders of
both parties—I'm confident
we shall meet those dangers
and Iso eize those portu-
nities.

I'm confident that we
shall do so, but we can and
will do so only if we have
the support of millions of
our fellow Americans 11

across this land. e n nd

will 0 so only we ave bi-
partisan support the Con-
gress of the United States,

in matters in which rti-
sanship should ever enter.
And we can and will do so
only if we have strong, ei-
fective leadership in the ex-
ecutive branch of this gov-
ernment.

These were the considrea-

- tions that I had in mind as I

considered what man or
other individual to select as
the nominee for Vice Presi-
dent of the United States
The Criteria

Let me tell you what the
criteria were that I had in
mind. First, and above all,
the 1nd1v1dua1 who serves as
Vice President must be
qualified t o be President.
Second, the individual who
serves as Vice President of
the United States must be
one who shares the views of
the President on the critical
issues of foreign policy and
national defense, which are
50 important 1f we are to
play our great role, our des-
tined role to keep peace in

and years ahead.
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the world. Third, at this par-
ticular time when we have
the Executive in the hands
of one party, and the Con-
gress controlled by another
party, it is vital that the
Vice President of the United
States be an individual who
can work with members of’
both parties in the Con-
gress, in getting approval
for those programs of the
administration which we
consider are vital for the na-
tional interest.

It was these criteria that I
had in mind when I pon-
dered this decision last
night and early this morn-
ing in the quiet beauty of
Camp David. And the man I
have selected meets those
three criteria.

First, he is a man who has
served for 25 years in the
House of Representatives
with great distinection.
(Extended applause)

Ladies and gentlemen,
please don’t be premature.
There are several here who
have served 25 years in the
House of Representatives.
(Laughter) -

In addition to that scrvice
in the House, I should point
out that in that period of
time he has earned the re-
spect of both Democrats and
Republicans. He is a man
also who has been unwaiver-
ing in his support of the pol-
icies that brought peace
with honor for America in
Vietnam and in support of a
policy for a strong national
defense for this country,
which 1s so essential if we

lepublicans’

The President: I knew

world; and above all, he is a
man who, if the responsibili-
ties of the great office that I
hold should fall upon him,
as has been the case with
eight Vice Presidents in our
history, we could all say the

leadershiv of America is in
good hands.

Our distinguished guests
and my fellow Americans, I
proudly present to you the

man whose name I will sub- |

mit to the Congress of the
United States for confirma-
tion as the Vice President of
the United States, Congress-
man Gerald Ford of Michi-
gan. (Applause)

Ladies and gentlemen,
Congressman Ford knows
the rules, that since he now
has to be confirmed by bhoth
Houses, his remarks will be
very brief. .

VICE PRESIDENT-DES- :
1GNATE GERALD R.
FORD: Mr. President, I am
deeply honored and I am ex-
tremely grateful and I am
terribly humble, but I
pledge to you, Mr. Presi-
dent, and I pledge to my col-
leagues in the Congress, and
I pledge to the American
people, that to ths hest of
my ability, if confirmed by
my colleagues in the Con-
gress, that T will do my ut-
most, to the best of my abil-
ity, to serve this country
well and to perform those
cduties that will be my new
assignment, as effectively
and as efficiently and with

possible.

Mr. President, with pride
I have supported our coun-
try’s policies, both at home
and abroad, aimed at seek-
ing peace worldwide and a
better well being for all of
our citizens throughout our
great land, and I will con-
tinue to work with you and
with the Congress in the
further implementation of

those policies in the months

It seems to me that we
want, in America, a united
Amerlca I hope I have some
assets that might be helpful
in working with the Con-
gress in doing what I can
throughout our country to
make America a united
America. I pledge to you my
full efforts, and I pledge the
same to my colleagues and
to the American people.
Thank you very much.

that all of you will want to
meet Congressman Ford and
Mrs. Ford. We will be in the
Blue Room if you would like
to come by and say hello
and congratulate them. Also
there will be refreshments, I
understand, in the State
Dining Room in case some
of you did not have supper.

Thank you and good eve-
ning.




