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Gerald Ford's 
Little Secret 

Washington 

Yesterday was a long day for 
Gerald R. Ford. 

Informed about 11 a.m. that he 
was among several finalists under 
consideration by rsident Nixon for 

nomination as vice president, Ford 
did not learn he was the man until 
about 7:30 p.m. (EDT) — 90 min-
utes before the public. 

He and his wife had just finished 
a long-distance phone conversation 
with their son Michael, 23, away at 
school, and were having a steak din-
ner cooked by their daughter, Su-
san, 15. 

It might be a good idea, Ford 
had been telling his wife, that she 
comb her hair — just in ease..  

Then came a call from the Presi-
dent, who paid his respects, and 
said his chief aide, General Alexan-
der M. Haig, would come on the 
line. 	. 

"I am pleased to notify you and 
your wife the Prsident will nominate 
you to the Congress to be the next 
vice president of the Unite States," 
said Haig. 

"I am honored," Ford was quot-
ed as replying. 

Said his wife: "This is wonder-
ful." 

Mr. Nixon guarded the secret 
well. 

A beaming Mr. Nixon entered the 
White House East Room shortly af-
ter 9 p.m., mounted the rostrum 
and, as the audience leaned for-
ward, tantalizingly spoke of the 
stat efo the nation, the need for men 
of leadership and the qualities a 
vice president should have. 

And then, Mr. Nixon said his 
selection was a man with 25 years in 
the House. 

Every eye turned to Ford, his 
neighbors rose and started congra-
tulating 

 
 him and Mr. Nixon -

laughing — cautioned against jump-
ing to conclusions. 

"Gentlemen, there are many 
men who served in Congress for 
that long," said Mr. Nixon. 

But Ford, impassive until then, 
grinned broadly and the secret was 
out. 
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