It is mémﬁma that :_m._
_czn:_.am congressman ‘will -

Rep. Ford Nominated FeRT

"The’ "vice. ugaama:mﬁ

_ selection n_mn_._w vaulted the
. 60-year-old Ford into the -

- , front rank of potential con-
tenders for the 1976 Republi--

®
: . . ‘can E.mmam::m: nomination. -
-. m qm - . However. Ford. mma last *
. Em_: he ‘had  assured Mr, -

. Nixon that he would not seek
5o the presidency in 1976, and
. 3 ‘then told reporters after the
s - ceremony:.“I have no inten-
“tions - of running for Presi-
dent .or .vice president.”"
~Asked why not, he added: 1.
~said [ :mao :o :;o::o: 3
BS.; Lo T .

m.o_d u_mamwn z_a; ; con-
:::2. M willi'do my W
‘most to. the best of my abili-
..G to serve-this country well
and 1o perform those duties
that will be my new assign-
ment as. ...:mon:..m_v. and as
.n_.:n_m_:_v. and with-as much
:....n.c:%:a__:._m:ﬁ ..«..m vomm_.
...Em gt LA s
M, Nixon E.mo; oeﬁgmm :

to act “as expeditiously as

" possible’”” on the nomination,

’ because of the ‘“‘great n_::.

mzar vncm Col. .w

Nixon

Reveals
His Pick
Washington

President Nixon an-
nounced last night that he
would nominate Represen-
tative Gerald R. Ford of
Michigzan, House Republi-
can leader, to replace Vice
President Spiro T. Agnew
who was driven from of-
lice Wednesday by his in-
voelvement  jn Maryland
h._c:_::: corruption.

Ford. who will become the
Hoth -vice president of the
United States if conltirmed

"y :E._o_.:c vote in co__: =
Tottses. o [ “Congress.,  de- e ML B, o B B WEERTREERCE R s i ? ; 5
clared: **I'm deeply honored Representative Gerald Ford of Michigan and President Nixon after the announcement last night |
and I'm: extremely mwm»o:._ L forws ot GE L, _ . ;

and:terribly humble.” . =~ -~ - E s ; . _ &
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lenges we face al home and
abroad today." He cited the
threal to peace from the Mid-
cast war and the economic
problems posed by inflation.

“This is a time for a new
beginning for America.”"the
President said. **a new be-
ginning in which we all dedi-
cale ourselves to the task of
meeting the challenges we
face. seizing the opportuni-
ties for greatness and meet-

- ing the dangers where ever
they are, at home or
abroad.”

The President made his
nationally televised an-
nouncement under the crys-
tal chandeliers of the While
House kKast Room, before an

More vice presidential
news on Pages 2 and 3

audience of congressmen,
Cabinel officials, members
ol the diplomatic corps and
other dignitaries.

The atmosphere was les-
tive. resembling something
helween a stale reception
and a political convention,
The band struck up “Ruffles
and  Flourishes” and “Hail
1o the Chiel” as the Presi-
dent entered the room.

NAMING

Near the end of his re-
marks. before he had named
his choice. the President
said he had selected a man
“who has served for 25
yvears in the House of Nep-
resentatives with greal dis-
tinction.” The guests"realiz-
ing whom the President had
in mind. rose and gave Ford
an ovation,

Mr. Nixon went on. :w'u_\'inﬁ
s choice was a man who
“has earned the respect of
hoth Democrats and Repub-
licans™ anmd who has heen
umwavering in his support of
the  palicies  that  hrouzht
peace with honar for \meri-
cacin Vietnam, ™

Finally. the President
.said. il the responsibilities
of the great office which I
hold should fall upon him —
~as has been the case with
“eight: vice presidents in our
history — we ‘could -all say:
*The leadership of America
_is in 'good hands.’ ™

" FAVORITE
.- Mr. Nixon’s chéice of Ford
* came as'something of a sur-

prise:for ‘those who.had ex-.

pected him to choose former
Texus governor . John B.

Connally, who it is widely

- believed had been Mr. Nix-

on’s own favorite to succeed -
' “when vou “play foothall too

him in 1976, <

The™ Ford: “nomination
.seemed- designed ‘to avoid -
vpposition from Democrats

and other Republicans that

would Im_ye'al"isén l_md_s\'ll'.-
“Nixon chosen Connajly. or.

either of Connally's two

“one of )
Aveeks df Mr, Nixon's presi-

GERALD FORD AND SPIRO AGNEW

N rephote

They were smiling at an clephant statuette at a 1972 luncheon

chiel rivals for the 1976 nom-
ination — Governor Nelson
A. Rockeleller of New York
and Governor Ronald Re-
agan of California,

Close [riends of Ford had
expecled him to retire from
Congress after one more
terms, since there secemed
little chance the Republicans

could gain control of the
owse and elevate him o
Speaker

REPUTATION -

Sinee his election to mi.
nority - leader in January
1963, Ford has buill a repu-
tation for lovally and ser-
vice which has. won hiin
many [riends and few ene-
mies, within his own party.
“No one doesn't like Gerry
Ford.” one House colleague

_ said.

‘But his firm partisanship
has at times provoked anta-
gonisms ‘and. even scorn
among Democrats. Irritated

by his-opposition to a piece

of Great Society legislation..
President. . Lyndon “B. John-
son-once remuarked of Ford,
a  University ol Michigan
football  player: Too -bad.
tov bad. that's what happens.

long without a helmet.” -

The ' “announcement’ " of
Ford's nomination came’ oy’
the most critical -

dency drew: to an end. On
Wednesday . his vice presi- -

“America.

“sult
wide range-of Republican -

dent quit and pleaded no
contest to charges of income
lax evasion in federal court.

Only a few hours belore
the President disclosed his
choice of Ford he received
another joll. The U.S. Court
of Appeals upheld a lower
court ruling requiring him to
turn - over the Watergale
tapes lor judicial inspection
and possible use by the spe-
cial Watereate prosecutor

MENTION

The Presicent made mens
tion of neither matter in his
remarks. Ile did call for
“the support of millions of
our fellow Americans all ac-
ross this land,” and also
asked for “hipartisan sup-
port in the Congress of the

.United States in matters in

partisanship

"

which no
should ever enter.

In responding to the Presi-
dent’s remarks. Ford said:

I seems to me that we

want -in America a united
[ hope I .have
some assels that might be
helpful in working with the
Congress and doing what |
can throughout our country

~to make America a united
~America.” : B

- Mauny people here suspect-
" ed that-the President had-
_known for sume time who he
“would name, huat-the officiul

White Tlouse  line was that
the decision came as the re-
of consulations with a

political leaders and public
officials.

Alter consultations  with
his stall and a number of
political leaders and after
asking for the suggestions of
Republican members of Con-
gress. Republican governors
and the 150 members of the
Republican national commit-
tee. M. Nixon tHew to Camp
Divid  Tharsday  night o
mike decision. accord-
ing ‘to'liis §pokesmen,

“He had dinner at Camp
David night  alone.™

his

last
White House Press Secretary
Ronald 1. Ziegler said yes-
terday, e told me this
morning that he had a good
night's  sleep. He said he
slept for about seven hours
and got up this morning ‘at
6:30. and he made the deci-
sion. he suid. this morning,

alfter  considering it last
night.” ) ;
Ziegler. anhouncing the

‘Nixon speech shortly before
noon, added: *“The Pres-
ident also said that in con-
sidering this matter that last
night he had reduced the
number under consideration
fo live individuals and this
morting made the decision.
e le't Camp David at . 8
o'clock and was here at his
desk &t 6:30 this morning.
He informe:d members of his
stall when he arrived at the
White House this morning
that he intended to announce

‘it tonight at 9 p.m."”




